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“To do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” - Micah 6:8

Dear Friends in Christ,
Who told you about Jesus?  Was it a parent or grandparent?  A neighbor or
friend?  Or was it a Sunday School teacher who opened your heart to the
stories of Jesus?
 
I remember a particular Sunday School teacher at Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd in Wilmington.  He was a quiet, gentle man with a passion
for sharing faith with others in a non-threatening manner.  He showed an
interest in each student and often called at home to see that every thing was
all right.  I thank God for him.  His willingness to care and share the story of
Jesus was one of the reasons that I felt a call to ordained ministry.  He was
present at my ordination at Good Shepherd in 1978.
 
September is the beginning of the Christian Education year with many learning
opportunities planned to enrich your faith and better enable you to tell your
story of faith as witness to the one who saves, redeems, forgives, strengthens,
heals, comforts and blesses you.  These are opportunities for life long learning
in the Christian Faith.
 
We do not graduate from faith learning.  We continue to grow and deepen
our faith and understanding throughout our lives.  I often hear people say
that they stay away from Bible Study, not because they know so much, but
rather that they know so little and are embarrassed.  There are no learning
opportunities at Reformation where you are not encourage to ask questions,
explore answers and open up new spiritual directions. 
 
This issue of the newsletter offers information on a number of G.I.F.T. groups. 
(Grow in Faith Together).  I encourage each of you to try as least ONE.  Make
a commitment for at least four-to-six (4-6) sessions of involvement.  I assure
you that you will want to continue.
 
Growing in faith,

Pastor John

Marcel Narucki joins pastoral staff at Reformation.
Learn more about our new Vicar on Pages 4 - 5.

Vacation Bible School was a “splash” this summer.
Follow Drew “Jelly” Ranney to Page 6 for the report
and photos from the worship celebration held on
July 1st!



MUSINGS
from the

Director of Family Ministries
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
We are a tender lot.  We really are.
A small disagreement becomes an
affront to one if one is fragile.
Major correction is a personal
assault, and you don’t have to be a
teen to experience this.  A group

must solve a problem and there are at least three opinions on
how best to solve it.  Emotions run high and people feel hurt.
So what do we do?  Ah, yes, many of us decide it is best to say
nothing and just go along with the view of the one most easily
hurt.  Disagreeing doesn’t seem to get us anywhere, so we just
go along.  Of course now we feel ignored and frustrated; but
we didn’t quarrel.
Personally, I think discussion and exchange of ideas and
opinions is a healthy way of dealing with problems.  During a
Christian Education committee meeting an idea I brought
with me is refined and restructured as ideas are shared.  Even
if I don’t accept everything offered, I usually feel invigorated
by the process and I think the committee comes up with a
better approach than anything I came up with on my own.  I
can be insulted, but honestly I cannot think of one time any
one who disagreed with me made it personal against me.  I
might be dense, but I never feel these disagreements are an
attack on me.
I write this because I believe we tend to fall into two camps.
This division does not help us in our ministry together, nor
does it lead us to greater fellowship.  There is a minority that
just wants things done their own way and if it is not done this
way, they withdraw and often pout.  The other group are those
who strive so hard to keep things pleasant they go along with
the first group, but grit their teeth as they go along.  The people
I admire are those who are careful with the first group, sensitive
with the second group and still are able to voice opinion and
lead both sides toward wisdom.  There are few of you among
us and  are a divine gift as we strive to be the family of God.
 “Family of God,” if only we embraced this truth rather than
worked at it.  How different it would be for all of us if when
we gather, whether for worship, Bible study, or a committee
meeting; we gathered in prayer knowing we are God’s family.
From its primitive birth, the Church – God’s people – has
had to deal with disagreements and challenges.  Much of the
New Testament includes approaches to dealing with these
problems.  Individuals who are causing problems get corrected
and no mention is made of whether or not their feelings are
hurt.  False teachings are dismissed and it doesn’t seem
important that those teachers feel disrespected.  Yet, the Truth
that binds all is God’s love for us in Christ our Lord.
If you are the sensitive sort, it might help to remember that
you are a member of this family and everyone has feelings.

Strive to not take things so personally.  If you are the one who
always knows the best way to do most things, you could help
us all by listening to others and by speaking more carefully.  If
you are one who cares more about the group and the
fellowship, thank God for you.  Your influence makes all of us
better in our serving God in Christ’s Church.
I pray that our tender hearts send us to be active in loving our
neighbor.  I pray that our strong opinions always be grounded
in the truth of Jesus Christ.  I pray that we all learn how to
listen better, speak truth in love and serve Christ in the Church
and the world.
Your Sister in Christ,
Sandra Wachter-Myers

Thanks be to God!
Budget Being Met

The August council meeting was a
time of rejoicing as the treasurer,
Lisa Mallard, reported that we had
only $500.00 in outstanding bills
at the end of July.  In addition we
are just 2 mortgage payments away
from paying off our mortgage on
the sanctuary.  Built in 1993, the
payment schedule was set for a 15 year pay off.  Thanks to the
deliberate work of former treasurer John Eustis and current
treasurer, Lisa, we will achieve that goal by October.  The
faithful stewardship of you, the members of Reformation,
responding to ministry needs, have been a blessing to us all. 
The additional money freed up by the payoff will enable us to
make good on past commitments to Pastor Ranney as well as
make some necessary improvements in our building; and pay
off of the line of credit with Wilmington Trust (used for short
fall in income).
One of those improvements is the need for storage.  Currently
every nook and cranny is filled with things that we need to
save from season to season; room dividers, Christmas
decorations, Sunday School and Vacation Bible School items,
and music and church records take up space needed for group
and classroom teaching space.  The Congregation Council
approved the construction of a pole building, 20 ft by 20 ft. to
replace the old and deteriorating shed adjacent to the parking
lot.  The cost of this project, $9,779.00 will provide a garage
like building with vinyl siding, metal roof, garage lifting door
and side door on a concrete slab.  Members of the congregation
are invited to make a donation to this project earmarking your
contribution:  Storage Shed.  The cost not covered by
donations will be covered by the credit line until such time as
money is available.
One of our members is going to get the necessary curb cut at
the front entrance completed and has offered to contribute
up to $500.00 of the cost.  Thank you, Pat Batchelor.
Thanks be to God for the generous giving of the congregation! 
All of us together committed to ministry in this place can do
amazing things for God’s work in this place.
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G. I. F. T.
(Grow in Faith Together) Small Group Ministries

 
Stretch and Pray

This small group does yoga exercises
that combine traditional yoga and
meditative prayer positions.  It is
adaptable for all abilities.  The group
meets from 6:30pm to 7:10pm on
Monday evenings in the Narthex. 

All are welcome.  The first session of the new school year
will be Monday, September 10th.  Bring a mat or beach
towel for the floor, wear loose clothing and relax with us.

Men’s Bible Study
The first session of Men’s Bible Study will be Monday,
September 10th  from 7:30pm to
9:00pm.  This group is made up of
men who want to explore the Bible
and their faith with others.  No previous experience is
necessary, questions are encouraged, and growing in faith
is the objective.
 
Join us for our study of the Gospel of Luke in the Church
Library.

 Seek and Find
The Seek and Find group will meet again
on September 24th.  The Book of
Choice will be UNBOWED by Nobel
Peace Prize Winner Wangari Maathai. 
“This memoir is direct, honest, and
beautifully written – a gripping account
of modern Africa’s trials and triumphs,
a universal story of courage, persistence,
and success against great odds in a noble

cause.” - President Bill Clinton.

WEDNESDAY
MORNING BIBLE

STUDY
This ongoing small group bible study explores the
Scripture lessons for the upcoming Sunday Worship

providing an opportunity to look at what
those passages mean in our daily lives. 
Everyone is invited to the Pastor’s office
on Wednesday mornings from 9:00am

to 10:00am.  (If it gets too crowded we will move to the
Library.)

 Adult Sunday
School Class

Yes, Sunday School is for adults too.  Why
not join us for lively discussion of varying
topics from 9:45am to 10:45am on Sunday
mornings.  You will be glad you did!  First
session will be September 16th.  September
9th is our Rally Day.  Judy Perry, serving in China, will be
our guest speaker and preacher in worship that morning. 
You will want to be there.
 

CHOIR
Yes, choir is also a growing small
group ministry and is open to
any one who would like to sing

praise to the Lord and help serve as worship leaders. 
Choir practice is on Thursday evenings from 7:30pm to
8:30pm.  Pastor Ranney, the director, is good about the
use of time and pretty fun also.   The first rehearsal will
be Thursday, September 6th.
 

HANDBELLS
Have you always wanted to try to ring
the bells?  Well, you are invited to
come and give it a shot.  All are
welcome; you don’t need to read
music, just count to 10.  The first
rehearsal for Handbells is September 6th from 6:30pm
to 7:15pm. Fun, relaxing, uplifting, challenging are all
used to describe this small group ministry.

Knit and Pray
Do you know how to knit?  Or have you always wanted to

learn how?  This is your
opportunity to become involved in
a new G.I.F.T. group.  We will be
knitting (or crocheting if you
prefer) prayer shawls.  The idea is
two-fold: first, as you knit thesePage 3



shawls, you pray for people you know who are in need of
prayer for whatever reason; secondly, after these shawls
are done and blessed in public worship, they will be given
to those in need of prayer: cancer patients, those grieving
a loss, nursing home residents, and others.
 The initial group will meet for the first time on Tuesday,
September 11th from 11:00am to Noon.  Please bring size
13 knitting needles and a skein of worsted weight yarn
(to start).  Instructions and patterns will be given. 
 If you want to be involved but don’t have the time for
the meeting you can participate at home.  Also, donations
of yarn (5 skeins per shawl) can be made to the basket
located in the Narthex.
Let’s see what happens when we knit and pray together!!!!

There are many small group ministries
happening at Reformation.  Get involved in
one and meet new people, grow in faith, and
serve the Lord in the congregation and
community.

Sunday Church
School

Sunday School opens September 9th at 9:45am!  Welcome
back!!  Classes are available for children age three through
adults.  We begin Sunday School with a visit from our
missionary in China, Judy Perry.  Come, meet Judy!

All students are to go directly to their class areas at 9:45am
on September 9th.  Teachers will speak with the students.
Parents are welcome and encouraged to join their children.
After a brief class time, all will move to the sanctuary to
hear a special message from Judy Perry.  This presentation
will be followed with food and refreshments in the
fellowship hall.  After all, when God’s people gather, we
eat.

Our Sunday School staff includes;
Dawn Guyer – Sunday School Secretary
Pastor Ranney – Adults

Kristin Schlegel and Janet Lonergan - older teens (grades
8 and above)
Kevin Oldland and Vicar Marcel Narucki – 7th grade
confirmation class
Neal Richard – grades 5 & 6
Pam Richard – grades 3 & 4
Sandra Wachter-Myers, Michele Engelsiepen, Wendy
Dodge, Karen Oldland, Mary Currie, and Corrine
Cresson – Godly Play for children age 3 through grade 2

FRIDAY BIBLE
STUDY GROUP

The Monday Bible study is moving to Friday, thus
becoming the Friday Bible study.  So, you are invited to
join the Friday Bible study which meets at 10:30AM
beginning September
7th.  Sandra Wachter-
Myers begins a study based on the book, We Believe and
Teach by Martin Heinecken.  This book is a gem from
1980 and deals with six points: God Makes Himself
Known, We Belong to God, Sin Corrupts God’s Creation,
God Makes Things New in Christ, God builds His
Church, and God Brings His Kingdom.  Originally written
for those who teach, this is a thought provoking study for
all who believe.  Bring a Bible and join the Friday Bible
study.

get the  4 1 1  on
Reformation’s

New Vicar
Dear Community of Reformation,
I wish to thank Pastor Ranney
and all of you for agreeing to host
my internship.  You are a warm
and gracious community and I
thank God for leading me here.
Please allow me to introduce

myself – VVVVVicar Marcel Naruckiicar Marcel Naruckiicar Marcel Naruckiicar Marcel Naruckiicar Marcel Narucki.  Ruby and I are recent
arrivals to Delaware.  We live in New Castle where Ruby
has taken a call from Hope Lutheran Church.  We have
been married twenty years and I have three lovely
stepdaughters, Debra, Jennifer, and Amanda.
Born and raised in a Los Angeles suburb, I am an only
child.  My father passed away in 1991 and my mother still
lives in the house were I was born and raised.  I was raised
Roman Catholic.  For ten years I was a member of a small
contemplative monastic order, the Camaldolese.  Today,
the contemplative experience and tradition continues to
be an interest.  I received my Masters in Divinity from the
Jesuit School of Theology at Berkeley which is where IPage 4



met Ruby who was studying at the Pacific Lutheran
Theological Seminary.  Actually, I prefer to tell folks we
met in prison . . . that is, we met doing
prison ministry.  My journey to the Lutheran tradition
began in this period twenty years ago and I have straddled
both churches until 2003 when I became Lutheran.
In Albuquerque New Mexico I was the theology
department chair of nine full time teachers.  While
teaching I continued to be involved in prison ministry.
Since my years in the monastery, I have been active as a
spiritual director.  I was the first spiritual director for
seminarians at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary.
Several years ago I felt called from the ministry of teaching
high school students to teaching adults.  I entered a Ph.D.
program in the area of spirituality at the Catholic
University of America.  During my second year, although
having done well, I realized it was not the academic life I
was called to, but to a ministry that immersed itself in the
whole context of the faith community.  It is my joy to
share our faith in the every day walk of our lives.
My call to the ordained ministry has taken place within a
number of convergences and, as I’ve been praying recently
in reflection over my journey, it has become clear God
has been funneling many of the somewhat disparate
elements of my life into the service of a being a Lutheran
pastor.  It will only happen with God’s help and lead.  I
am grateful for the opportunity to serve you and learn
from you this year.  I ask for your prayer and support.
Yours in Christ,
Vicar Marcel Narucki

New Member Bags
The Evangelism Committee is beginning to put together
“N ew Member Bags” that will be given to members when

they join the church.  We would like to
include useful information about the
community as well as the church.  If you
have a business or are a member of an
organization that you would like
included, please let Linda Helm (422-
2947) or the church office know.  We

could use business cards, brochures, etc.

Youth/Family Day
at Hershey Park

Thirtyone youth and adults spent the day enjoying the
amusement rides and fun at Hershey Park, PA.  Twenty-
eight relaxed and let Jor-Lin handle the traveling to and
from the park.  Many thanks to Neal Richard for
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organizing the event and Kids,
Inc. for arranging the charter bus
transportation.  We look forward
to a return trip next summer!!

From fun fellowship, to exciting
rides, to crazy candy characters
&nostalic shows, to great eats at
Fuddruckers & a cat nap on the bus;
a great day had by all!!



YOUTH
CHOIR

Children in Grades 1 thru 6 are invited
to join the Youth Choir.  Our first
rehearsal begins at 9:00am on Saturday,

September 8th.  Please come and enjoy the fun!!!

Vacation Bible
School Report

Theme: GREAT BIBLE REEF:
DIVE DEEP INTO GOD’S WORD

Registration: 127 (55 from Kid’s Inc.)
Average daily attendance: 94

Staff:
Sandra Wachter-Myers
Sharon Trotman
Barbara Jones – Registrar
Dixie Johnson, Kate Chirdon,
Pam Callahan, Mark Nauman –
decorators
Drew Ranney (Kid’s Inc.) –
Storyteller and substitute group leader
Pastor John Ranney – Reef Rhythm
Karolyn Hayes, Natalie Chirdon (Kid’s Inc.) – Coral Crafts
Joyce Nauman, Will Nauman – Seawater Science
Carol Warrington, Bonnie Delgado, Jessica Tims (Kid’s
Inc.) – Seawater Snacks
Elizabeth Finkle (Kid’s Inc.), Sara Clifton (Kid’s Inc.) –
Great Barrier Games

Group Leaders:
Becca Guyer – Sea Horses
Melyssa Ryan – Sand Dollars
Margo Ranney – Star Fish (a.k.a. sea stars)
Hilary Emory (Kid’s Inc.) – Sea Urchins
Mary K. Konesey – Dolphins
Corinne Cresson – Whales
Katy Johnson (Kid’s Inc.) – Sharks
Ashley Snyder (Kid’s Inc.) – Stingray

Support Staff:
Karyn Stull, Brian Gilewski, Devin Trotman, Jessop Bawek
(Kid’s Inc. volunteer), Karen Oldland, Matthew Oldland,
Tara Hooven, Alex Huey, Adara Ryan, Kathy Hubbard,
Caleb Cresson, Dawn Guyer, Chelsea Von Esson, Laura
Williams and Amy Curtin.

Mission Offering as of July 2, 2007 — $28.79

This year’s mission was the Chuuk School Project, which
to collect funds to send for the building of two schools in
the Pacific Islands.

Highlight:
Sea of Good Deeds – this activity required the children
to do a good deed each day.  The good deed was fished
from a bucket and the child was to complete the good
deed, have a parent sign it and return it the next day.
Each child who did this added a spoon of water to one of
the jugs.  The goal was to fill two jugs by the end of the
week.  The sea mural was created so the creatures the
deeds were written on could be added to the mural.  The
children were quite committed to completing their deeds,
f illing the jug and
completing the mural.  It was
marvelous!
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WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS
Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June

President - Dottie Lofland
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Joan Van Gorder
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2007 - 2008 Schedule
Hostesses

September 6th - Gesine Abrutyn, Covered Dish at Noon,
6812 Williamsburg Road, MIlford.

October 4th - Maggie Haggerty, 639 Evans Drive, Milford.
November 1st - Joan Van Gorder, 301 S. DuPont Blvd.,

Milford.
December 6th - Susan Emory, Covered Dish at Noon,

1149 Canterbury Road, Milford.
January 3, 2008 - Connie Howell, 317 S. Walnut St., Milford.
February 7, 2008 - Renate McKenzie, 310 Charles St., Milford.
March 5, 2008 - WELCA following Soup Supper at church; we

provide the soup that evening.  Peggy Gallego provides
WELCA refreshments.

April 3, 2008 - Marge Reichold, 909 West Lane, Milford.
May 1, 2008 - Birthday Luncheon at Noon, Place to be

announced.
 June 5, 2008 - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish Luncheon at

Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook Beach

Cut and Save

WELCA Sells Fair
Trade Coffee

on 1st and 3rd Sundays

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to work the sales table on Sunday
mornings. You need not be a member of WELCA to

volunteer.   Please bring exact change or
smaller denomination bills. Thank you!

Regular Whole Bean $5.25
Regular Drip $5.25
Decaf Whole Bean $6.25
Decaf Drip $6.25
French Vanilla Regular Drip $5.50
French Vanilla Decaf $6.50
Hazelnut Cream Regular Drip $5.50
Hazelnut Cream Decaf $6.50
Toffee Caramel Regular Drip $5.50
Toffee Caramel Decaf $6.50
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Happy
Birthday

1 Kathy Bullock
5 Debra Moyer
5 Glenn Mumford
5 Kaitlin Weaver
5 Marjorie

Reichhold
5 Todd Hannah
6 Meghan Whitman
7 Bobbie Kilgore
7 Jessica Schlegel
7 Matthew Gannon
8 Kelsey Oldland
8 Sandra Fox
9 Daniel Steele
10 Matthew Steward
11 Benjamin Steward
11 Charley Bergman
11 Karen Hoch
11 Peggy DeLuca
12 Carl Nilsson
12 Katy Johnson
12 Sabrina Batchelor
13 Katie Schoenfelder
17 Barbara Jones
17 Sue Owens
18 Becky Hudson
18 Michael Dohrn
19 Adara Ryan
19 Patricia Hermann
20 Kevin Oldland
20 Ursula Renk
21 Joseph Capece
22 Leland Hobbs
22 Carol Kinkle
23 Emily

Schoenfelder
23 Lester Guyer
25 Dani Kehler
25 James Talbott
25 Kelly Lewis
26 Eddie Towers
27 John Greason

30 Jakki Lowe
30 Melinda Weaver

Happy
Anniversary

2 Mr. & Mr s. Ed
Leyden

2 Mr. & Mr s. Bill
Wolter, Jr.

6 Mr. & Mr s. Jesse
Jones

6 Mr. & Mr s. Steve
Lowe

10 Mr. & Mr s. Duane
Fox

11 Mr. & Mrs. George
Sharp

13 Mr. & Mr s. James
Andrews

16 Mr. & Mr s. Chris
Gannon

16 Mr. & Mr s. Richar
 Johnson

17 Mr. & Mrs. Lester
Guyer

18 Mr. & Mr s. Johnny
Bergman

18 Mr. & Mr s. Gale
Morris

18 Mr. & Mr s. Peter
Renk

18 Mr. & Mr s. Darrell
Boyer

20 Mr. & Mr s. Todd
Hannah

26 Mr. & Mr s. Dean
Warner

27 Mr. & Mr s.
Matthew Schlegel

28 Mr. & Mr s. Donald
Hannah



The Monthly Newsletter of
Reformation Evangelical Lutheran Church

Organized February 5, 1956

Church Office: PH (302) 422-9117; FAX (302) 422-9184
KIDS, Inc.: (302) 422-9099; Parsonage: (302) 422-6326

God’s Mission for Us
Through God’s grace, we commit ourselves as disciples

to heal hurts, to teach God’s word,
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love, and peace of Jesus Christ.
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The Reporter
Reformation’s Email
Prayer Chain is a group of
people who have agreed to
set aside prayer time for
specific people as
requested. These people
are not necessarily on the
public worship prayer list
and remain on the
network list for one month. If you wish to include someone
on the prayer list or if you would like to be part of this vital
ministr y, please e-mail Sharon Trotman, our church
administrative assistant, at rlcsecr19963@aol.com or call her at
the church office at 422-9117.
If you wish to participate in the prayer chain, you may contact
coordinator Trish Boyer at 2trish@comcast.net or phone her at
422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday
Mornings. If you would like to add someone or there is
someone on the current list whose condition indicates that
we could remove his or her name, please call the church office.

Marie Nancy Keith David
David Emily Linda Doug
Samantha Charles Hannah Doris
Paul Vicki Margaret Barbara
David Chester Mary Pr. Mark
Richard Bonnie Kristin Helen
Jim Lynn Janet Marian
Lynn Todd Ray Pam
Jacob Robert George Marilyn
Bill Edith Linda Wila
James Tom Bruce Valerie
Bernice Stacy Mindy Susie
Andrew Frances Charles Mary
Lois Dominique Rachel Denny
Iris Joy MarionMary
Ann Jennifer Hans Betty
Nancy Dee Renee Glenda
Jim Ruben Maria John
Terri

First Time
Readers

A special welcome to those reading the Reformation
Reporter for the first time!  Now that you’ve had a
chance to read about what’s going on at our church,
come join us and meet a friendly and diverse
congregation.  We’re looking forward to seeing you
Sunday!


