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Something for
the Heart

by Jacqui Thone
Jesus for President . . .

There are exactly 35 [from Oct.
1st] days left until the next
election – thirty-four too many if
you ask me. For a campaign that
is supposed to be about
“Change we can believe in,” it
seems that not much has
changed in the way politicians

attack one another. It’s all a little disconcerting to have
the next leader of our country, whoever it may be,
reduced to name-calling and bickering.
Without tipping my hand on my politics, I do have to say
that I think both John McCain and Barack Obama are
men of integrity and character. But that just makes it all
the more disappointing that they are forced into a system
that practically requires them to attack one another.
So, it got me to thinking. What kind of campaign would
Jesus run? Ok, so I’m pretty sure Jesus wouldn’t want to
run for office, but he did have a few things to say about
how those who do might want to act. In Jesus’ own
words:
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are
the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Matthew 5:8-9
You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth
for a tooth.” But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if
anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also.
Matthew 5:38-39
You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.” But I say to you, Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of
your Father in heaven.  Matthew 5:43-45
Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. For with the
judgment you make you will be judged, and the measure you give
will be the measure you get. Why do you see the speck in your

neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?
Matthew 7:1-5
In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for
this is the law and the prophets.  Matthew 7:12
It is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is
what comes out of the mouth that defiles.  Matthew 15:11
You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and
their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among
you; but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your
servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your
slave; just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many.  Matthew 20:25-28
Finally, we may all do well to remember these words from
Matthew 12:25: “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid
waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand.”

Matthew 18:21-35
How much has God given you?
How much has God forgiven you?
A day’s worth? A year’s worth?
How about ten years’ worth?
Maybe fifteen years’ worth? That
is how large a debt the king

forgives – ten thousand talents is fifteen years worth of labor!
How much are you called to give to others? How much are
you called to forgive in others? A year’s worth? A week’s
worth? How about a day’s worth? That is how large a debt
the servant refuses to forgive – a denarius was payment for
one day’s labor!
This parable should strike some strong chords with us.
Compared to all that God has forgiven in my life, what I am
called to forgive in others is a pittance, it is next to nothing.
Compared to all that God has given to me, God’s call to me
to give for Christ’s work in the world is modest indeed. God
grant that we might show generosity, not because we are
afraid of God’s anger, but rather because we strive to pass
on God’s generosity.
Pastor Chick Lane
Stewardship Key Leader, ELCA
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Musings
from the Director of Family

Ministries
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
I give thee but thine own, whate’re that gift
may be;

For all I have is thine alone, a trust O Lord, from thee.
The above is a personalized version of the offering hymn
686 from our hymnal.
Just in case the old-fashion language misses you, I will
paraphrase;
I give you (God) what is your own (not mine), whatever I decide
to give you;
For everything I have is yours alone, something you, God, have
trusted me to have.
As the congregation’s council and committees begin
planning Reformation’s ministry for 2009, the question
that repeats itself is, “Will we have the money necessary
to cover the cost of the ministries?”  Stewardship is at
least a three-way trust.  The congregation trusts the council
and committees to spend wisely.  The council trusts the
whole congregation to give generously so the ministry will
be supported.  God trusts that what he has given to you,
you will return a portion to serve God’s purpose.
Stewardship is more than the offering we give to the
congregation.  It involves an attitude of trust and
generosity.  Time given to support Reformation’s ministry
is a stewardship offering.  The talents (musical, carpentry,
design, teaching, writing, counselor, spiritual support, etc.)
you share are stewardship.  Giving money is stewardship
as well.
Generosity has little to do with how much we have.  In
Mark 12:42, Jesus teaches us that the widow’s penny is
more than any gift because it was all she had.  It starts
with the gifts God gives.  Make a list if necessary.  Pay
attention to all that you have.  One response to these gifts
is gratitude.  Living with a grateful attitude, we know better
how to give.
Think about it like this.  A woman once gave a house to a
family in need of shelter.  She told them that she
continued to own the house, but they were now
responsible for its upkeep, taxes and improvements.  “Do
the best you can,” she tells them.  “There is one more
thing.  I want you to use this house to help shelter others
in need.”
The parents of the family eventually die and the children
take over and this goes on for generations.  The family
and generations that followed never forgot what was

expected.  Some kept the house better than others.  Some
took special care for they appreciated how they came to
have the house.  As far as sharing the house with others
who needed shelter; well, as you might expect, it was a
varied response.  Some gave shelter whenever someone
was stranded by a storm.  Some hosted out of town friends
and family.  Some gave temporary housing when a person
fell on hard times.  Some did all of the above and more.
All had the same house, the same resources and the same
mandate.  What made the difference in their responses?
The most generous ones knew the owner or her estate
could come at any time and take the whole house away.
May we thy bounties thus as stewards true receive,
And gladly, as thou blesses us, to thee our first-fruits give.
Your Sister in Christ,
Sandra Wachter-Myers

CHURCH FALL
SPRUCE-UP

Be part of our Church
fellowship opportunity and a
chance to keep our property
attractive.
Refreshments provided by the
Property Committee

Date: October 11th with a rain date of October 18th
Time: 8:00 AM to Noon
Place: Church
Projects to be Accomplished: Cleaning, landscaping,
raking, change filters, clean gutters and other miscellaneous
projects.  Something for all ages.
Bring: Your favorite paintbrush, cleaning rags and rake or
we will provide the necessary implements.
Any questions, comments or if you need a ride, call
Todd Hannah at 284-0335.

TEEN BIBLE STUDY
The youth group continues to sponsor a Bible Study for
those ages 14 – 18.  It is held on every WEDNESDAY
from 7:00pm – 8:00pm at the home of Neal Richard,
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628 Beechwood Ave., Milford,
DE.  Light refreshments will be
provided.  If anyone has any
questions or needs directions,
please contact Neal Richard:

(302) 265-2115, or by e-mail, NAR1824@comcast.net.  Feel
free to bring a friend.

BIBLE STUDY
Come; join the Friday morning
Bible Study.  This group meets
weekly at 10:30am.  Bring a Bible
or one will be provided.  We
continue reading through 1 & 2
Samuel and 1st & 2 Kings
during October.  The stories told in these books are stories
to remember.  Yes, many still have something to teach us
today. 

ALL SAINT’S
SUNDAY
November 2nd is All Saint’s Sunday; if
anyone has a loved one they would like
to have remembered when reading the
list of those passed on in the  last year,
please let Sharon know so the minister
will have the names for the Prayers

during the worship services.

MILFORD PANTRY
THE CUPBOARD IS NEARLY BARE . . .
The Milf ord Community
Pantry needs your help!
Members of the Reformation
Lutheran Church have collected
food for the Pantry throughout
2008. Due to an increase in the
needy population served by the
Pantry, the cupboard is nearly bare. Needed items are
canned tuna fish, ravioli, beef stew, soups, shampoo, dish
detergent, cereal, saltine crackers, peanut butter, and jelly,
also canned vegetables of all kind.
The Milford Community Pantry staff can buy food for
20 cents a pound at the Delaware Food Bank. If you
want to make a donation to purchase items, please
contribute in the collection on Sundays in November.
Make your tax-deductible check payable to the Milford
Community Pantry and drop it in the offering plate,

marked “Milford Community Pantry.” Please give as
generously as you can to benefit our neighbors in need.

OPERATION
CHRISTMAS CHILD

Operation Christmas Child/the shoebox blessing
continues again this year.  Boxes will be delivered the
middle of November.  This is the time to gather your
shoeboxes and begin looking for items to fill the boxes.
Brochures are on the cabinet outside the church office.
These boxes are distributed by Samaritan’s Purse.  They
go all over the world.  Children hear the story of God’s
love in the birth of Jesus and receive the shoeboxes as
gifts.  If you have questions you can speak with Corinne
Cresson or Sandra Wachter-Myers.
Find an empty shoebox (standard size, please). You can
wrap the box (lid separately), but wrapping is not required.
Or a plastic shoebox can be used.  Pray for the child who
will receive your gift.
Determine whether your gift will be for a boy or girl, and
the child’s age category: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. Use the
appropriate boy/girl label from a brochure or download
off the Samaritan’s Purse Web site:
www.samaritanspurse.org.  Mark the correct age on the
label, and attach the label to the top of your box.

Fill your shoebox with a variety of gifts:
• School supplies: pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons
or markers, stamps and inkpad sets, coloring books, chalk,
writing pads or paper, solar calculators, etc.
• T oys: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos,
harmonicas, yo-yos, small Etch A Sketch® , toys that light
up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky®, etc.
• Hy giene items: toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap
in a plastic bag, comb, washcloth, etc.
• Candy: hard candy in a plastic bag, lollipops, mints
and gum are all acceptable.
• Other : sunglasses, flashlights with extra batteries, ball
caps, socks, T-shirts, toy jewelry, hair clips, watches, small
picture books, etc.
We encourage you to enclose a note to the child and a
photo of yourself or your family. (If you include your name
and address, the child who receives your box may write
you back.)
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Happy
Birthday
3 Avery Richard
3 Faye

Denkenberger
3 James Reed
4 Jacob Moyer
6 Dean Fleming
6 Mya Cherneski
7 Colby Sullivan
7 Kourtney Short
10 Lori Fowler
11 David Snyder
12 Belinda Bahder
12 Charles Allen
13 Kelly Huffman
13 Marge Ressler
14 Alger “Pete”

Peterson
14 Stan Moum
16 Faith Bland
16 Kristin Schlegel
16 Robert Walls
17 Eva Farlow
17 Sam Martin, III
17 Wes Smith
19 Matthew Wilson
19 Melody Day
20 George Walmsley
20 Kate Neeman
20 Kevin Lonergan
22 Ashley Hamstead
24 Melissa Schatz
25 Lisa Mallard

26 Bob Owens
28 Ashley

Ellingsworth
28 Dave Weaver
28 Samuel Burkett
29 Albert Osterholm
29 Betty Huffman
30 Michael Crockett
31 Dana Bergman
31 David Steele

Happy
Anniversary
4 Mr. & Mrs. Kevin

Lonergan
4 Mr. & Mrs. Craig

Fowler
7 Mr. & Mrs. John

Gerhold
17 Mr. & Mrs.

Andrew Whitman
18 Mr. & Mrs.

Timothy Dodge
19 Mr. & Mrs. John

Sullivan
20 Mr. & Mrs. James

Reed
21 Mr. & Mrs. Sean

Kilgore
21 Mrs. Janet Cole
28 Mr. & Mrs. Joseph

Ouge
31 Mrs. Beth

Neeman

Please DO NOT INCLUDE the following items:
• Used or damaged items
• Chocolate or food
• W ar-related items: toy guns, knives, military figures
• Liq uids or lotions
• Medications or vitamins
• Br eakable items: snow globes, glass containers
• A erosol cans
To help cover shipping and other costs, please enclose a
check or cash for $7.00 or more in an envelope. Place the
envelope under the rubber band outside of your
shoebox. Checks should be made payable to Reformation
Lutheran Church (If your group or family is filling more
than one shoe box, you may make one combined donation
in a single envelope and place it inside the rubber band
of any one of your boxes.) Bring to Reformation by
November 16th.

A LETTER OF
THANKS
Dear Friends at Reformation,
Words cannot express the depth of my
appreciation for your prayers, concern
and wishes during my past four month
health crisis both Theda and I thank you
from the bottom of our hearts.  At the
prayer hour each Sunday when we are
not able to worship we feel literally the
power of your prayers, thank you.

After months of diagnosis, surgery and current chemo
therapy, my clinical situation remains static . . .
neither better or worse.  This week I begin phase two of
chemo at the Tunnell Cancer Center in Lewes.  My
oncologist tells us that it is too early in the process to
make a definite prognosis on the future.
Thank you all for your continued caring and prayers, and
your gracious and loving welcome of us when we are able
to worship…this means the world to us.
In Christ’s name,
David Blackwelder

Sunday, October 26th
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WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS
Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June
luncheon meetings are held at 12 Noon.

President - Dottie Lofland
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Joan Van Gorder
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2008 - 2009 Meeting Hostesses:

October 2nd - Susan Romansky, 118 lucky Estates
Dr., Harrington

November 6th - Marge Reichold, 909 West Lane
December 4th - Susan Emory, Covered Dish

Luncheon, 1149 Canterbury Road
January - No Meeting

February 5th - Renate McKenzie, 310 Charles St.
Wed., March 4th - Provide Soup for Lenten Soup

Supper, meeting follows, Pat Nilsson provides
refreshments for the meeting

April 2nd - Helene Reed, 405 Marvel Rd.
May 7th - Birthday Luncheon at Noon, TBA

June 4th - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish Luncheon
at Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook Beach

Clip & Save

Knit & Pray
The Knit n’ Pray group continues to
meet on Tuesdays at 11:00am.  You are
welcome to join them or pick up a
pattern for the various projects and work
on your own as your schedule allows.

Choir Practices
The Handbell Choir practices every
Thursday at 6:30pm.  All “ringers” are
welcome!!
The Adult Choir  pratices every

Thursday at 7:30pm.  No experience necessary, just a
desire to praise God with voice and song!!
The Youth Choir practices on Sunday mornings at
9:30am before Sunday Church School.  All youth Grade
6 and under are welcome!

LUTHER 2017
500 JAHRE

REFORMATION
Bishop Mark S. Hanson
President, Lutheran World Federation
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Wittenberg, Germany/September 21, 2008
Text: Romans 14:17-19, Mark 12: 28-34

Grace to you and peace in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

It is a great joy to worship with you today.
I bring you greetings from the Lutheran
World Federation and from the members
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. Thank you for your hospitality
and for the important leadership the
people of Wittenberg are providing for
the commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran
Reformation.
What questions do you bring to this worship service? Are they
burning questions like Martin Luther’s, “What is my posture
in the presence of God (coram deo)?” Are they questions we
Lutheran Christians always should be asking: What gospel
are we proclaiming? Who is the Jesus are we portraying – is he
the one who was crucified for the world’s salvation? What
faith are we professing?
Perhaps you are asking questions similar to those asked by the
Roman Christians to whom Paul wrote, “How shall I remain
faithful to Christ in the face of an empire’s brutal power?”
Are your questions about how we live as Christians in an

NEW WOMEN’S
DEVOTIONAL

GROUP FORMING
A new Women’s
Devotional Group will
begin meeting on
Tuesday, October 28th
from 6:30pm - 7:30pm
at the church.  All women who are interested in  a once-
a-month evening devitional meeting are encouraged to
attend.  This initial meeting will include discussions of
devotional interests and developing a scheduled meeting
time/place.  For more information, please contact Karen
Oldland at 752-7130.
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increasingly multi-faith world that seems ever drawn to religious
extremism on the one hand and secularism on the other?
Perhaps you are questioning whether – given our consumptive
living and warring madness – there even will be a future for
God’s creation. So often our questions reveal our greatest fears
and our deepest desires.
As we begin this decade commemorating the Lutheran
Reformation, it is fitting for us to ask, “How far have we come
together?” As a Lutheran tradition and as a communion of
faith, how far have we come? Are we stuck in the sixteenth
century? Is this weekend’s celebration simply our nostalgic
longing for a bygone era? Some would say so. I think not.
We have covered real territory together. What began in
Germany 500 years ago as a reforming movement has grown
to include the 68 million Lutheran Christians in 140 member
churches in 78 countries who make up the Lutheran World
Federation, a communion of churches.
As you know, the fastest growing Lutheran churches are in
Africa and Indonesia. Yet in other places where Lutherans
once were strong, we are declining in membership and
sometimes lacking a sense of vitality in ministry and mission.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, which I serve
as presiding bishop, continues to lose an average of 40,000
baptized members a year. Our fastest growing group of
congregations are those where fewer than 50 people are at
worship on Sunday.
Whatever our context, let this be a time when, as people shaped
by the Reformation, we recommit ourselves to be an
evangelizing people engaged in God’s mission for the life of
the world. One of the opportunities we are given in this coming
decade is to look back over the past 500 years. In so doing, we
will see that as Lutherans we have covered real territory
together. We have lived real history together. We have made
history.
But now, looking at that history, what can we say about the
path we’ve taken together as Lutheran Christians in almost
five centuries? Forget about any pretense that it’s been a sinless,
perfect march; we all know much has happened that needs
forgiveness from God, other believers, and the human family.
That we are simultaneously saint and sinner (simul iustus et
peccator) is not just a doctrine. It is descriptive of our lives and
legacy.
This weekend begins what I hope will be a thoughtful global
conversation as we together contemplate another question,
“Where have we arrived as a human community 500 years
after Luther arrived in Wittenberg?” Has there been any
justif ication for five centuries of perseverance in distinguishing
ourselves as a church, as a confession – any good effect that
lives up to the name “evangelical?”
Obviously we are more technologically advanced (although
our children will tell you their father is not keeping up!). Some
live in greater abundance with more material comfort. There
have been great advances in health care, food production, and

scientific discoveries from DNA to distant galaxies. Even
despite the disparities of wealth, some have taken these
developments as signs of “progress.”
“The kingdom of God is not food and drink,” Paul wrote to
Roman Christians. Where have we arrived? As troubling as
the disparities of wealth, affluence, and material comfort are,
even more troubling is the corresponding reality of where we
have arrived spiritually. The reality is that every supposed
advance in technology, in scientific understanding, in travel,
and in communication has been subverted to increasing
exploitation of the earth and its inhabitants and to an ever
increasing storm of violence and devastation.
The last 100 years of human history have witnessed murderous
violence whose depth of blind hatred has been matched only
by the scale of its destructive power. And it continues to this
day. Too often the nation in which I am a citizen has been
complicit in violence by silence or by acts of aggression. By
these measures, it is more than sobering to ask “where have
we arrived?” It is at once both heart-breaking and terrifying to
recognize where we are.
And yet, do you know where you are? What you see beneath
the veneer of technological marvel and cultural achievement
may appear to be god-forsaken, a vast wasteland of empty
pursuits, or, even worse, a persistent evil that will not release
you. If that is what you see, then in all likelihood your vision
is acute. But what about your hearing and your ears, the organ
of faith?
“You are not far from the kingdom of God” (Mark 12:34). Did you
hear that word Jesus spoke? Did you hear when and where it
was spoken: two millenia ago to a member of a defeated,
occupied nation, far from the center of power, a minor local
official, whose name is not in the historical record? Did you
hear it now across the centuries, spoken in your hearing here,
today?
“You are not far from the kingdom of God.” Who could say such a
thing? Oh, yes, any one could mouth the words. But this was
Jesus speaking. The One who began his public ministry
announcing, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
has come near; repent and believe in the good news” (Mark
1:14-15). The kingdom of God was happening right before
their eyes when Jesus embraced the outcast and befriended
the sinner. It was happening in their very midst when in
expectation and hope the sick came to Jesus, or their friends
brought them, even tearing open a roof: lives were restored,
opened up, liberated. Oh, my friends, the reign of God
suddenly was showing up all over the place – in words of
forgiveness, in the promises given with bread and wine, in a
new covenant of mercy offered to those deemed to be of no
worth.
“You are not far from the kingdom of God.” Was Jesus simply giving
words of encouragement to the scribe and to us so that by our
continued efforts, by our keeping the law, we will soon achieve
the kingdom of God? Or was Jesus speaking words of promise
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that the kingdom of God will come to us through Jesus’ death
and resurrection, that it will be received a gift of God’s grace
through faith?
The reign of God on the cross – that place that seems most
god-forsaken, the place created by human hatred and rejection,
by fear and cynicism – there, on the cross, Jesus’ faithfulness
to God’s promised love was lifted up publicly for all to see. It
is why Jesus came: to bring the enduring, steadfast love of
God to the most god-forsaken place. Jesus came to be obedient
to death, even death on a cross. Behold the Lamb of God.
The kingdom of God is at hand.
“You are not far from the kingdom of God.” Those words continue
to be true for you because God’s kingdom has called out
servants of the Word. The city of Wittenberg and all who
have carried the name “Lutheran” can rightfully give thanks
to God that this man Martin, having experienced the
“righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans
14:17), came to so many places – the pulpits of Germany and
the pages of history – with the comforting message of life in
Jesus Christ on his lips.
By God’s grace, through that Word, the Holy Spirit continues
to call you to faith and sets you free to love God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and
with all your strength. In Christ you are set free to love your
neighbor as yourself. As Luther taught us, Christ’s love has
two dimensions, “The love Christ bears toward us, and the

love we owe our neighbor.”1  He also said, “Indeed, by faith
we become gods, and partakers of the divine nature…but
through love we become equal to the poorest . . .  servants of
all. By faith we receive blessings from above, from God; through
love we give them out below to our neighbor.”2

Therefore, one of the most important questions for us to ask
today is, “What is my posture before my neighbor – my Muslim
neighbor, my Jewish neighbor, before neighbors shamed for
their poverty or despised for their prosperity?” Just as the Word
once attracted a nameless scribe and called a servant named
Martin, so it continues to call us to “what makes for peace
and mutual upbringing” (Romans 14:19).
A most fitting commemoration of the Lutheran Reformation
will be the daily renewal of our baptismal calling to proclaim
the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to
serve all people following the example of Jesus, and to strive
for justice and peace in all the earth. In so doing you will be
bearing witness to God’s promised future. You will be
announcing, “ You are not far from the kingdom of God.”

1 Martin Luther, “Sermon for the Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity. Ephesians 3:13-
21.” In The Sermons of Martin Luther, ed. John N. Lenker, reprint ed. (Grand Rapids:
Baker, 1983), 8:279.
2 Martin Luther, “Sermon for the Third Sunday after Epiphany. Matthew 8:1-13.”

In The Sermons of Martin Luther, 2:73-74.
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Todd Hannah 284-0335

Staff:

Interim Pastor:                 Rev. Ludwig begins Oct. 1st
Director of Family Ministr y: Sandra Wachter-Myers
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                                               sacawamy@yahoo.com
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Organist: Starr Fioca   (H) 422-4169
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The Reporter
R e f o r m a t i o n’ s
Email Prayer Chain
is a group of people who
have agreed to set aside
prayer time for specific
people as requested.
These people are not
necessarily on the public
worship prayer list and remain on the network list for
one month. If you wish to include someone on the prayer
list or if you would like to be part of this vital ministry,
please e-mail Sharon Trotman, our church administrative
assistant, at rlcsecr19963@aol.com or call her at the church
office at 422-9117.
If you wish to participate in the prayer chain, you may
contact coordinator Trish Boyer at 2trish@comcast.net or
phone her at 422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday
Mornings. If you would like to add someone or there is
someone on the current list whose condition indicates
that we could remove his or her name, please call the
church office.

Leanne Wharton Vera Gregg
David Snyder Jim Reed
Barbara Donnellan Sarah Lee Kehler
Pam Reichhold Faye Denkenberger
James Farlow Susie Bennett
Joyce Emory Perry Linda Plummer
Bea Strahle Jean Michaud
Janet Lonergan Joe Ouge
Mike Herhold Eelyn Beckwith
Michele Cochran David Blackwelder
Bill Loderhose

Lutherstadt Wittenberg


