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Reflections
It is hard to believe that it has been a year since I arrived on the scene as

your Interim Pastor.  Maybe some of you feel it has been a painfully long
period of time, but it has seemed to go fast.  As I said upon arrival, one of the
tasks of an interim is to guide and help a congregation through the transition
time, and, in particular, to help work through the five developmental tasks
that every congregation in a vacancy confronts.  So, after a year, it is time for
an assessment of how we’re doing with all of that.  Allow me to hold up a
mirror and tell you what I see.  You can decide for yourselves if it is accurate
or not.

I’ll do this analysis by using the development tasks as our headings:
1.  Help the congregation to come to terms with its history.  The issues

here include:  telling the congregation’s story, dealing with the grief
associated with a long-term pastor leaving, and celebrating the strengths
of the congregation.
Observations:  You’ve come a long way.  I hear less talk these days of “the way
we’ve always done things.”  You continue to celebrate your strengths through
maintaining meaningful traditions and practices.  I have tried to help you do
that and to point out how valuable those are to your identity.

2. Help discover a new identity.  The issues here include:  an analysis of
current perceptions, a fresh look at your ministry context, and
discovering spiritual gift.
Observations:  I have heard it said that one of your discoveries is that there is
life after Pastor Ranney.  That is a good learning.  Pastor John was beloved,
faithful and a dedicated servant for 30 years.  His style of ministry was the
imprint of this congregation.  One of the things the Council needed to learn
was how to assume leadership in key areas that were always done by the
pastor.  And, I am happy to report, your Council has learned to do that.  Let
me give you an observation to think about.  In my experience here, I think –
you are a bigger congregation than what you think, but you act smaller than

Sunday, November 1st – All Staints’ Day/
22nd Sunday after Pentecost

Homily: “Lazarus’ Eulogy”
Text: John 11: 32-44
Hymn of the Day: 428

Sunday, November 8th – 23rd Sunday after
Pentecost

Homily: “Sniff, Sniff”
Text: Mark 12: 38-44
Hymn of the Day: 685

Sunday, November 15th – 24th Sunday after
Pentecost

Homily: “Have We Something to Say?”
Text: Mark 13: 1-18
Hymn of the Day: 438

Sunday, November 22nd – Christ the King/
Last Sunday after Pentecost

Homily: “The Last Word”
Text: John 18: 33-37
Hymn of the Day: 434

Sunday, November 29th – First Sunday of
Advent

Homily: “Did He Say ‘Fig Tree’?”
Text: Luke 21: 25-36
Hymn of the Day: 436
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Reflections - Continued
Musings

from the Coordinator for
Christian Education:

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
People will disappoint us every time.

I’ve written often about this.  It really is
all about our expectations.  We Christians might just be
the most disappointing group of all.  Recently I’ve been
hearing a rather prominent personality in the Christian
community exposing the hypocrisy he experienced in the
evangelical leadership during the 1980’s and 1990’s.  He
makes a compelling case for why evangelical Christian
leaders should not be trusted.  He does this with such
vitriol I wonder if he might be unbalanced.  He continues
to be a practicing Christian, but he really hates those
evangelical leaders. (He used to be one.)  Is this righteous
indignation not unlike that Jesus displayed in the temple
when the sales people were his target? (Luke 19:45-48)
Does he speak from his own shame?  Is he just an angry
man who dislikes his former colleagues?  I cannot say for
certain.  What I do know is that he is filled with hate.
Clearly he is disappointed with the behavior of those men
and women. They were not what he expected.  In
expressing this he is harsh and unbearably self-righteous.
This is not what I expect of a brother in Christ.  Can
Christians hold that kind of hate and still be faithful to
the gospel of Jesus Christ?

In the first century, the Christian community was
portrayed as an attractive community.  We are not talking
about looks, although it was their countenance that made
them attractive.  They were good, generous and loving
people.

(Acts 2:43-47)  This little community stood out from
the culture that dominated their world.  In living the
gospel they became the gospel to those who heard their
message and received their love.  I am afraid we are far,
far, far away from being such an attractive community.
“Christian attacks other Christians.”  This is not the good
news the world needs to hear.

Do you remember we are about the work of the gospel
of Jesus Christ?  I know all too well how easy it is to let
worldly influence push the gospel aside.  To remain
faithful we must be present with the community.  We
must practice what we preach (so to speak.)  Where is the
gospel if we hate a brother or sister in Christ?  Where is
the gospel when we judge a colleague in Christ, especially
when we are ignoring our own sin?

you really are.  That’s not a judgment, just an
observation that has implications for how you operate.

3. Empower new leaders.  The issues here are:
dealing with leadership changes and helping the
congregation to learn to accept change in general.
Observation:  People have really stepped up in leadership
during this time.  Some committees still could benefit
from new leadership, but you function well.  There is
more work to be done in the whole area of change,
however.  Lutherans can have a tough time with the
concept.  Remember the old joke:  how many Lutherans
does it take to change a light bulb?  Answer:  Change?!?
What change?

4. Help to renew denominational linkages.  The
issue here is a renewed participation in the life of
the church of the synod as it guides both the
Profile Process and the Call Committee.
Observation:  You, as a congregation, have been very
open to this renewal.  You appointed two excellent
committees:  the Profile Committee, who did an excellent
job of getting the self-study completed, and the Call
Committee.  I would observe that DE is a bit isolated
from the Synod, an observation confirmed for me in a
discussion with the current Dean of the Conference.
But the linkage has been there and needs to be there as
the synod helps Reformation through the call process.

5. Develop a commitment to new directions in
ministr y.  The two related issues here are a
readiness to face a new future and doing the
preparations for a new beginning of  ministry.
Observation:  You are ready.  My flip way of saying it
is that you’re sick of me and ready for a full-time pastor.
My more conservative way of saying it is that you have
worked through many of the developmental issues above
and have experienced a new style of pastor with new
ways of preaching and teaching.  You have worked
steadily to get the parsonage ready.  And, although most
of you are glad for my part in working with you, you are
ready to move forward with commitment, enthusiasm
and energy.

Okay, grade time.  I give you an A – for effort, for
hard work done, for issues dealt with, for embracing this
time of change, for looking forward to what God has in
store for you as a community of faith in the future.

God Bless you.
Pastor Ludwig
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We hear and receive the gospel in our worship.  Show
up for worship.  When we forgive we are about gospel
business.  Being forgiven is gospel business.   When we
pray for one another, give support, show love to one
another; even the world can see the gospel.  The gospel is
revealed in scripture.  Read the Bible.  Attend a Bible
class.   This I know to be true, Jesus Christ does not
disappoint.  He exceeds all my expectations as he does
yours and yours and yours and yours . . .

Embrace your gospel calling and rely on its author,
Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior!

Your Sister in Christ,
Sandra Wachter-Myers

Confirmation
Class

This year’s confirmation class
meets in the Library/Classroom
on Sunday mornings during
Sunday School.  We have four
active students, two second year
(eighth grade) and two first year

(seventh grade).  Our study this year is scripture.  This is
considered a Bible survey study.  Since Lutherans read
scripture so that God’s Word, Jesus Christ, will be revealed
to us, we begin in the New Testament.  Old Testament
scripture is interpreted with inspiration from the New
Testament covenant we have in Jesus Christ.

adult sunday
school Class to

start new session
The adult Sunday School class has been discussing

Opening the Book of Faith: Lutheran Insights for Bible
Study.  Opening the Book of Faith is an invitation to
experience the Bible as a book of faith. It provides an
introduction to the Bible and Lutheran perspectives that

guide understanding of Scripture.  The discussion thus
far has been an exploration of a fourfold method for
approaching Scripture - historical, literary, Lutheran, and
devotional.  As this discussion comes to a close in October,
the class will now begin to explore the People of Faith
study series beginning with “A Lamenter, A Dreamer, and
Two Pretty Good Leaders: Rachel, Joseph, Moses, and Joshua.”
The Book of Faith Adult Bible Studies has three primary
goals:

• Increase biblical fluency;
• Encourage and facilitate informed conversation

based upon God’s Word;
• Renew and empower us to carry out God’s mission

for the sake of the world.
To accomplish these

goals, the People of Faith
studies will explore the
studies of one biblical
character not just to learn
about these people, but to learn about ourselves, believing
that when we open the Bible, we find ourselves.

Chris Antonik has done a wonderful job leading the
initial 7 week study, and Kevin Oldland has agreed to
lead this next 4 week session.  We invite you to “Join the
Conversation” each Sunday morning at 9:45am.

We will also be rotating future Bible study sessions
with the Together in Faith study series which follows the
Revised Common Lectionary and offers a connection with
the Bible that typically only occurs in the context of
corporate worship. The thematic approach of Together
in Faith hopes to link the adult Sunday School bible study
around the Word heard in worship.  We are also looking for
others who would share in leading the class in these studies.
Each study series is only four - six weeks and includes a Leader
Guide and Learner Guide workbook.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has
made a commitment to encourage all members of our
congregations, from children to adults, to dig deeper into
our book of faith, the Bible. The Book of Faith Initiative
recommends a new model for our church—a grass-roots
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approach embracing a common vision in which all are
invited to open scripture and join the conversation.

Friday Morning
Bible Group

Fridays at Reformation includes a Bible study at 10:30am.
Come.  Read scripture, and learn.
Come.  Share with others, and grow
in knowledge and faith.  This study
is open to everyone at any time.
Give it a try!  (This study will not
meet on Friday, November 27th.)

Corinthians
Bible Study

Concludes
The six week Bible study of I Corinthians
will finish up in November, with the class
meeting on Tuesdays, Nov. 3rd and 10th
at 7:00pm.  35 People have registered for
the class and have enjoyed learning about
the history and background to Paul’s
letter of encouragement and advice to
this new Christian community.

Whenever the church deals with controversy, it would be
good to re-read Paul and listen to his counsel to the early
church.

New Member
Orientation

Sessions
Persons interested in
joining Reformation
Lutheran or who just
want to learn more
about the church are

encouraged to participate in the New Member
Orientation Sessions to be held on Sundays, November
1st, 8th and 15th.  The classes will be held in the nave of
the church during the Sunday Church School hour.
Persons interested in the classes are encouraged to register
by calling the church office.  These new members will be
received into membership on Sunday, November 22nd
during the 11:00am worship.  If anyone has any questions
about these classes, they are encouraged to call Pastor
Ludwig at the church office.

Kids, Inc. PIX
Want to know what’s
happening at Kids, Inc?
You can SEE what
happening by visiting the
congregation’s website.

2009 Kids, Inc. pictures are up on the website at http://
www.reformation-lutheran.net/kids2009.html.  Click to
enlarge the thumbnails individually.

Financial Update
As of September30th, the financial picture for Reformation
Lutheran is as follows:

Received Year to Date  = $316,182.87
Expenses Year to Date  = $305,104.05
Net for the year to date = $11,078.82

We ask everyone to be good stewards in the coming
months as we prepare for new pastoral leadership.

Women’s
deveotional

Group Fall
Meetings

The Women’s
Deveotional Group will
meet on the third
Tuesday in November to
allow for participation in

the Adult Bible Study led by Pastor Ludwig.  The next
meeting will be Tuesday, November 17th.  We will meet
at the church from 6:30pm - 7:30pm.  Come enjoy
fellowship and a short devotional.  Our group continues
to expand and you are invited to join us when you can.
You are also welcomed and encouraged to bring a friend.
If you have any questions, please contact Karen Oldland
(302) 752-7130.

TEEN BIBLE STUDY
The youth group continues to
sponsor a Bible Study for those
ages 14 – 18.  It is held on every
WEDNESDAY from 7:00pm –
8:00pm at the home of Neal
Richard, 628 Beechwood Ave., Milford, DE.  Light
refreshments will be provided.  If anyone has any questions
or needs directions, please contact Neal Richard: (302)
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265-2115, or by e-mail, NAR1824@comcast.net.  Feel free
to bring a friend.

Knit & Pray
The Knit n’ Pray group continues to
meet on Tuesdays at 11:00am.  You are
welcome to join them or pick up a
pattern for the various projects and work
on your own as your schedule allows.

OPERATION
CHRISTMAS CHILD

Operation Christmas Child/the shoebox blessing
continues again this year.  Boxes will be delivered the
middle of November.  This is the time to gather your
shoeboxes and begin looking for items to fill the boxes.
Brochures are on the cabinet outside the church office.
These boxes are distributed by Samaritan’s Purse.  They
go all over the world.  Children hear the story of God’s
love in the birth of Jesus and receive the shoeboxes as
gifts.  If you have questions you can speak with Karolyn
Hayes or Sandra Wachter-Myers.

Find an empty shoebox (standard size, please). You can
wrap the box (lid separately), but wrapping is not required.
Or a plastic shoebox can be used.  Pray for the child who
will receive your gift.
Determine whether your gift will be for a boy or girl, and
the child’s age category: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. Use the
appropriate boy/girl label from a brochure or download
off the Samaritan’s Purse Web site:
www.samaritanspurse.org.  Mark the correct age on the
label, and attach the label to the top of your box.
Fill your shoebox with a variety of gifts:
• School supplies: pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons
or markers, stamps and inkpad sets, coloring books, chalk,
writing pads or paper, solar calculators, etc.
• T oys: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos,
harmonicas, yo-yos, small Etch A Sketch® , toys that light
up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky®, etc.
• Hy giene items: toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap
in a plastic bag, comb, washcloth, etc.

• Candy: hard candy in a plastic bag, lollipops, mints
and gum are all acceptable.
• Other : sunglasses, flashlights with extra batteries, ball
caps, socks, T-shirts, toy jewelry, hair clips, watches, small
picture books, etc.
We encourage you to enclose a note to the child and a
photo of yourself or your family. (If you include your name
and address, the child who receives your box may write
you back.)
Please DO NOT INCLUDE the following items:
• Used or damaged items
• Chocolate or food
• W ar-related items: toy guns, knives, military figures
• Liq uids or lotions
• Medications or vitamins
• Br eakable items: snow globes, glass containers
• A erosol cans
To help cover shipping and other
costs, please enclose a check or cash
for $7.00 or more in an envelope.
Place the envelope under the
rubber band outside of your
shoebox. Checks should be made
payable to Reformation Lutheran Church (If your group
or family is filling more than one shoe box, you may make
one combined donation in a single envelope and place it
inside the rubber band of any one of your boxes.) Bring
to Reformation by Sunday, November 15th.
If you prefer to give to Operation Christmas Child and
not send your personal information with a shoebox, you
can give through Reformation.  Write a check to
“Reformation Lutheran Church” and write “Operation
Christmas Child” on the memo.  This check can be placed
in an offering plate.  Please place this check in an envelope
with “Reformation” written on the outside.

Looking Ahead to
December

Sanctuary Decorating for the
Christmas Season will be Tuesday,
Dec. 22nd at 7:00pm.  We need ALL
the hands we can get to make our

sanctuary beautiful for the Christmas Eve Services.  The
more people that show up, the sooner the job will be done.
PLEASE mark your calendars for that evening.  It should
not be more than 2 hours.
Thank you
 Worship & Music Committee
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Epiphany Prayer Requests: Anyone
wishing to ask for God’s light to shine on a
specific prayer request for the Epiphany
Service on January 6, 2010 needs to write
the request and give if to the church office
no later than Dec. 20th.

Christmas Pageant: This year’s
Christmas Pageant will be on
Christmas Eve during the 7:00pm
worship service. The pageant is called,
“Sleepover at the Stable: A Christmas
Musical.”  This pitch-perfect musical
retains all the childhood charm of the
original play with its cast of sweet and
sassy animal characters and amps it up
a notch with instantly memorable
songs that tell the Nativity story. It’s
groggy chaos when the stable animals wake up to the news of
Jesus’ birth. The chickens, goat, cow, sheep and mule interact
with Mary and Joseph’s donkey to get the scoop on the holy
baby’s arrival, and they get a melodic earful!

Practices for the pageant will be held on December 5th
and 12th from 10:00am to noon and Dec. 19th from 10:00am
to 1:00pm, which will be our dress rehearsal. We will have a
brief meeting on November 22nd after the 11:00am worship
service to hand out parts, the script and the music CD. If you
wish to be a part of the pageant it is very important that you
sign up no later than November 20th and you must show up
for the meeting on Nov. 22nd. You may sign up by calling the
church office, 422-9117 or sign up on the sign-in sheet which
is located on the youth bulletin board in the hallway. If you
have any questions, you may contact Hilary Emory, 422-3115
or 270-2616 or Starr Fioca, 422-4169.

we’ve got mail!
Dear Friends in Christ,

Greetings from Angola by the Bay, our
home for over a year now. Grace and peace
to you all. Know that you are thought of,
prayed for, missed.
We wanted to let you know and to express
our deepest appreciation for the gracious
gift of the stained glass window replicas.
They are now complete and hanging in the
four windows of our living room reminding
us always of our time at Reformation and

the great love of God that carries us from season to season.
His servants in Christ,
John and Margo

Call Committee
Update

The Call Committee interviewed a candidate in late
August and reported to the congregation at that time that the
committee, although impressed with the candidate’s profile
and interview session,  were very much not satisfied that the
candidate displayed the worship leadership identified in our
Congregational Profile as a primary strength desired in our
next pastor.

The Call Committee has directed the Synod office to
provide single candidates should multiple candidate selection
not be feasible due to the short list of available candidates.  At
this time, the Synod office has yet to forward any additional
candidates.  Therefore, we are simply awaiting word from
Synod.

Please keep in mind that the Synod office has a very
thorough “vetting” process that attempts to match a candidate’s
profile with a congregation’s profile.  This process is designed
to hopefully ensure that a Call Committee is receiving very
viable candidates - which makes the interview and worship
visitation a very difficult descision-making process if we are
only receiving well-suited candidates.

Please know that the members of the Call Committee
fully understand the importance of the task you, the
congregation, have entrusted us to undertake.  Our discussions
have been an enriching experience, filled with prayerful
consideration, and knowingly led by the Spirit.

Please continue to hold the Call Committee AND the
Synod office in your prayers.  It is a difficult time with the
retirement of Bishop Knoche over at the Synod office.  Please
pray for all those in the Synod office in this time of transition.
Know - as the Call Committee has often prayed - that God’s
hand is at work in this process and the right person at the
right time will happen according to His will.  And so we
continue to move onward in faith . . .
Kevin Oldland, Member of the Call Committee
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WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS
Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June
luncheon meetings are held at 12 Noon.

2009-2010 Officers:
President - Joan Van Gorder
Vice President - Alice Daino
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Dot Willis
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2009 - 2010 Meeting Hostesses (Revised):
November 5th - Peggy Gallego, 803 North

Washington Street

December 3rd - Susan Romansky, Covered Dish
Luncheon, 118 West Lucky Estates, Harrington

January 7th - Joan Van Gorder, 302 South DuPont Blvd.
February 4th - Marge Reichhold, 909 West Lane

Wed., March  3rd - Provide Soup for Lenten Soup
Supper, meeting follows, Renate McKenzie provides

refreshments for the meeting
April 1st - Alice Daino, 24 Fairway Street

May 6th - Birthday Luncheon at Noon, Location TBA
June 3rd - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish Luncheon at

Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook Beach

The women of WELCA have been discussing the Women of the
Bible as their topic of discussion during their meetings. The next
woman to be discussed is Joanna. Please remember to bring your

Bibles.

WELCA has contributed to the Parsonage Fund.  The Women
of the ELCA ask that everyone please consider a personal gift

to this important fund.

Cut and Save

Happy
Birthday
1 Steve Vansant
2 Katie Speicher
3 John Crockett
7 Theda

Blackwelder
8 Ashley Webb
9 Melody Olsen
10 Kerwin Boyer
12 Bill Farlow
12 Ferne Warner
12 Wendy Dodge
13 Susie Bennett
13 Don Abrutyn
14 Beth Neeman
14 Brock Huey
14 Michael Mallard
15 Ed Kost
15 Stella Ludwig
16 Nancy Yost
17 Tacy Cresson
18 Thomas Postles
18 Peggy Gallego
20 Erica Ortiz
22 Brett Hamstead
22 Stephan Siok
23 Bill Loderhose

23 Matthew Hayes
24 Donn Steele
24 Tiffany Talbott
27 Bryan Bullock
27 Barry Carlino
27 Carole Carpenter
28 Brittany Batchelor
28 Kenny Lewis
28 Dakota Cousins
28 Mark Razzano
29 Carol Troisi
29 Shannon Moore

Happy
Anniversary
14 Mr. & Mrs. Ray

Engelsiepen
18 Mr. & Mrs. Paul

Hayes
22 Mr. & Mrs. Butch

Hamstead
23 Mr. & Mrs.

Osborne Reed
24 Mr. & Mrs. Ed

Danio
24 Mrs. Sherry

Brown
29 Mrs. Jane Towers
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The Reporter
R e f o r m a t i o n’ s
Email Prayer Chain
is a group of people who have
agreed to set aside prayer time
for specific people as
requested. These people are
not necessarily on the public
worship prayer list and
remain on the network list for
one month. If you wish to include someone on the prayer list or if
you would like to be part of this vital ministry, please e-mail Sharon
Trotman, our church administrative assistant, at rlcsecr19963@aol.com
or call her at the church office at 422-9117.  If you wish to participate
in the prayer chain, you may contact coordinator Trish Boyer at
2trish@comcast.net or phone her at 422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday Mornings.
If you would like to add someone or there is someone on the current
list whose condition indicates that we could remove his or her name,
please call the church office.

David Snyder Jim Reed Sarah Lee Kehler
Voshell Hutchins Bill Loderhose Faye Denkenberger
Susie Bennett Ronnie Gibson Joyce Emory Perry
Linda Plummer Bea Strahle Joe Ouge
Barbara House David Blackwelder Bonnie Russell
Harry Benham Madi Dodge Karen Oldland
Jo DuBois Kim Smith Jackie Kates
Kelly Coherd Joan Fetterman Corinne Cresson
George Sharp Sue Burkett Todd Hannah
Vera Gregg Leo Grove Helene Reed
Marybrook Brown Marty Martell Doris Bryant
Mary Belding Carl Nilsson Sam Brewer
Bill Warren Mary K. Konesey Arlene
Charles Johnson Kim Sherry
Ted Ressler Peachie Wachter Marilyn Wachter
Lisa Thomas Maggie Haggerty Robert Stout
Steven Nick Alex Sammak
Gil Faber Jo Lee Callaway Alexandra Kost
Sally Brown Debbie Rolla Melissa
Sara & Lilly Family of Debbie Rolla John Dickson

And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.
And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his
face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him
go. - John 11:43-44


