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“To do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” - Micah 6:8

“Declare how much God has done for you.” –Luke 8:39

“We cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard!”
      –Acts 4:20

We all have stories to tell: humorous happenings, learning
experiences, news about our families, triumphs and tragedies, and
plans for the future.

And as the people of God, we have stories to tell about what God
has done for us and about the difference that God’s grace has made
in our lives.  Sometimes we are less aware of these stories until they
are coaxed out of us – but they are there, part of whom we are.

That’s not all.  Whether we know it or not, we also have stories to
tell about what God  has done through us – stories about how God
has used us to make a difference in the lives of others.  Getting to
know those stories makes us even more aware of God’s grace.

What stories do you have to tell?  We are interested in hearing and
reading your stories!  In the coming weeks we will be sharing some
of the stories written by our members.  Please send yours to Pastor
Ranney at rlcsecr19963@aol.com or simply bring them to church.  A
Storytelling Place will be set up in the narthex to display these stories.

God has given us so much – and the gifts of God are for sharing.

The Bible is a collection of stories about people with gifts to share –
stories about people whose lives were so changed by God that they
were able to make a difference in the lives of others.  For the next
four weeks, we will be focused on storytelling and on giving – and to
think of both storytelling and giving as grateful responses to the
grace of God.

We hope you will join us in telling the good news!  As faithful and
generous people, we look forward to sharing your valuable gifts with
others.



Small Group Ministries
 
Stretch and Pray

This small group does yoga exercises
that combine traditional yoga and
meditative prayer positions.  It is
adaptable for all abilities.  The group
meets from 6:30pm to 7:10pm on
Monday evenings in the Narthex. 

All are welcome.  Bring a mat or beach towel for the floor,
wear loose clothing and relax with us.

YOUTH CHOIR
Children in Grades 1 thru 6 are invited to
join the Youth Choir.  Rehearsals are at
9:00am on Saturdays.  Please come and
enjoy the fun!!!

Men’s Bible Study
The Men’s Bible Study will be
switching to Sunday evenings from
7:30pm – 9:00pm.  Hopefully there
will be less conflicts on that date. 
Look ahead at the dates November
4th and 18th.
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Musings
from the Director of

Family Ministries

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
 “There upon Jacob made this vow:
‘If God will be with me, if he will
protect me on my journey and give
me food to eat and clothes to wear,

and I come back safely to my father’s house, then the LORD
shall be my God and this stone which I have set up as a sacred
pillar shall be a house of God.  And of all that thou givest me, I
will without fail allot a tenth part to thee.’” Genesis 28:20-22
(NEB)
The story of Jacob and Esau as written in Genesis 27
through 36 is rather disturbing.  In working with the 7th
grade confirmation students one Sunday morning, this is
the story we studied.  You might like to refresh your
memory on this, but the truth for most of us is that we
side with Esau and tend to be quite disappointed that it
is Jacob God favors to carry on the blessing given to
Abraham.  Jacob, with his mother’s help is deceitful and
even by today’s standard abusive toward his brother and
father.  When I asked the students which brother they
would want to have as a friend, all but one said Esau.
One student chose Jacob.  The reason, “Jacob gets stuff.”
Here lies the truth.  Most of us want to get stuff.  It is not
unusual for us to align ourselves with whatever person or
opportunity presents itself to help us get stuff.   We will
compromise our values.  We will trade truth for fiction.
Getting stuff is a way of life.  Often, the more we get, the
more we want.  A seventh grader speaking the truth of
his desire really spoke the truth about many of us.
The rest of the class reacted to this truth with noble
indignation.  Jacob could never be trusted and he would
not be any fun.  So there was a notable confusion among
the group when the above passage was read.  “Who is he
giving a tenth of his money to?”  There was genuine
surprise that selfish Jacob would even think to do this.
Funny how close encounters with God can help us
evaluate our priorities.  We talked about how we give
money to God.  Giving to the church, Salvation Army
and other charities were recognized as doing God’s work
and in these ways we give to God.
However, this tenth thing was confusing to them.  We
did the math.  If you are given $10.00 you give $1.00.
$100.00 received means $10.00 given.  This did not seem
unreasonable to them.  We didn’t get beyond $1000.00.
$100.00 seemed like a lot of money to give to the church

or charity.  Yet, Jacob, that selfish and deceitful man,
responded to his experience with God in a dream by
promising a tithe if God provided all that he needed.
In Christ we have personal encounters with God quite
regularly.  Many of you know Christ is with you always?  If
you doubt this, God has given us Baptism and Holy
Communion.  God in Christ meets us in these
sacraments. God’s presence is in the Word spoken and
scripture.  In knowing this to be true, we do come to
understand that God has indeed given us everything that
we need.  Giving God a tenth seems like the least we can
do to show our gratitude.
Your Sister in Christ,
Sandra Wachter-Myers
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Knit and Pray
We have begun prayer shawls for
those in our prayers.  The group
will meet on Tuesday mornings
from 11:00am to Noon.  For those
who are not able to attend at that
time you may participate by

picking up a pattern from Pastor Ranney.  When our
shawls are completed we will have a prayer of blessing at
worship and give them to people in need of God’s
surrounding love.  There is also a pattern available for a
child’s sweater for a program run by Guideposts for any
one interested.

ADULT
CHOIR

Meets each Thursday at 7:00pm for
rehearsal.  ALL ARE WELCOME!!

FRIDAY BIBLE
STUDY

All are welcome to join the Friday
Bible Study at 10:30am.  A lively
and caring group gathers weekly to
study scripture and discuss
theology.  Please note there is no
study on November 23rd.  For
more information, please speak

with Sandra Wachter-Myers.

TEEN BIBLE STUDY
The youth group will be sponsoring this Bible Study for
those ages 14 – 18.  It will be
held on every Tuesday starting
November 6th, from 7:00pm –
8:00pm at the home of Neal
Richard, 628 Beechwood
Ave., Milford, DE.  We will be using material from the
Delaware-Maryland Synod website.  Light refreshments
will be provided.  If anyone has any questions or needs
directions, please contact Neal Richard: (302) 265-2115,
or by e-mail, NAR1824@comcast.net.  Feel free to bring a

friend.  If you could please contact Neal Richard so he
can have an idea of how many to plan on, that would be
greatly appreciated.  We look forward to seeing you on
Nov. 6th.

MOVIE NIGHT
On November 9th, the Youth
Group will be hosting a movie
night for all youth from 7:00pm
– 9:30pm at the church.  We will
be watching the movie Evan
Almighty (rated PG).  We
encourage everyone to bring a
friend.  We ask that everyone bring $3.00 to help cover
the cost of pizza.  Please sign up on the youth bulletin
board.  If you have any questions, please contact Neal
Richard: (302) 265-2115, or NAR1824@comcast.net

NEW MEMBER
EPIPHANY BRUNCH

The Epiphany of Our Lord, January 6th,
falls on Sunday in 2008.  The
Evangelism and Christian Education
Committees are planning a special
brunch during the Sunday School Hour
that will recognize all of the new
members who joined us in 2007.  Mark
your calendar.  Details will follow.

Chuuk School
Project

The Christian Education
Committee has decided to make
the Chuuk School Project the
mission offering for this Sunday
School year.  Please consider
giving to the Chuuk School
Project.  The Chuuk School
project was introduced during
Vacation Bible School.  Money given for this mission will
be used to help build schools in Micronesia.  The water
jar placed in the entrance area will receive money given
for this project.  Additional offerings can be placed in an
envelope and marked “Chuuk School.”  Checks are to be



Page 4

made out to
Reformation Lutheran
Church with Chuuk
School on the memo
line.  The following gives
more detailed
information about this
project.
Background:
Mary K. Johnson, an

ELCA Missionary on Guam, works with Pacific Islands
Bible College, which is a small college that serves students
from the many tiny island groups across the portion of
the Pacific called Micronesia. Students come there to train
as servant leaders for the churches, schools, and
governmental organizations on their islands. There are
two main campuses, one on Guam and one in the island
group known as Truk, which is now called by its traditional
name, Chuuk.
This second campus is located on Tol Island, which is a
large island in the center of Chuuk Lagoon, one of the
two largest lagoons in the world. It is virtually an ocean
within an ocean, teeming with exotic sea life and beautiful
almost beyond description. It is also quite isolated. A
visitor to Tol lands at the airport on another island where
the capitol city, Weno, is located, then travels by open
boat for about an hour across the waves to reach Tol. Any
supplies needed by Tol’s population, from food to cement
blocks, have to be brought across the lagoon in this
manner. Besides the college, there are several villages on
the island. Tol is a high island with a mountain at its
center and a lush green coast surrounded by mangrove
trees.

The Project:
The director of the Tol campus
of Pacific Islands Bible College
has been asked to develop two
Christian schools on the island
by the governor of Chuuk State.
These schools will begin with the
elementary grades and
eventually span K-12. While this
may not seem unusual, it’s
important to note that public
school teachers in Chuuk have

an unfortunate history of signing their contracts, picking
up their paychecks regularly, but rarely going to their
classrooms. To avoid this misuse of funds, the schools in
Chuuk have been closed for a long time, and the two

hundred students on the
island have been without
an education. The
governor knows the
work of the Bible
College as well as the
integrity of the graduates
and trusts the director to create schools where teachers
will actually meet their responsibilities.
The Campus Director understands the importance of the
project and has agreed to build and staff the schools; the
charter for which has already been signed. The building
logistics are very challenging, but not insurmountable.
Work has already begun on the first two classrooms.
However, the project will be very expensive especially
because of transportation costs. The government as well
as local businessmen are providing limited funds, but these
sources are insufficient to provide the materials needed
to open the schools. The students’ opportunities depend
upon receiving help from beyond their own shores.

Operation Christmas Child is a project to fill shoeboxes
with gift items for children in many parts of the world.
Once again this year, Reformation Lutheran will
participate in this program that seeks to share gifts with
children all over the world and spread the Gospel of Jesus
Christ to those who receive these gifts.  All members and
friends of the congregation are encouraged to participate
in this activity. Plan to prepare your shoebox by the second
week of November.  Brochures are available on the display
case outside of the Church Office.  If you would like more
information, please contact Sandra Wachter-Myers.

Pack a Shoe Box Gift
Find an empty shoebox (standard size, please). You can
wrap the box (lid separately), but wrapping is not required.
A plastic shoebox may also be used.
Pray for the child who will receive your gift.
Determine whether your gift will be for a boy or girl, and
the child’s age category:
2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. Use the appropriate boy/girl label from
a brochure or download off the Samaritan’s Purse Web
site. www.samaritanspurse.org.  Mark the correct age on
the label, and attach the label to the top of your box.

Chuuk Lagoon
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Fill your shoebox with a variety of gifts:
· · · · · School supplies: pens, pencils and sharpener,

crayons or markers, stamps and ink pad sets,
coloring books, chalk, writing pads or paper, solar
calculators, etc.

· · · · · Toys: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos,
harmonicas, yo-yos, small Etch A Sketch® , toys
that light up or make noise (with extra batteries),
Slinky®, etc.

· · · · · Hygiene items: toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar
soap in a plastic bag, comb, washcloth, etc.

· · · · · Candy: hard candy in a plastic bag, lollipops, mints
and gum are all acceptable.

· · · · · Other: sunglasses, flashlights with extra batteries,
ball caps, socks, T-shirts, toy jewelry, hair clips,
watches, small picture books, etc.

We encourage you to enclose a note to the child and a
photo of yourself or your family. (If you include your name
and address, the child who receives your box may write
you back.)
Please DO NOT INCLUDE the following items:

· Used or damaged items
· Chocolate or food
· War-related items: toy guns, knives, military figures
· Liquids or lotions
· Medications or vitamins
· Breakable items: snow globes, glass containers
· Aerosol cans

To help cover shipping and other costs, please enclose a
check or cash for $7or more in an envelope. Place the
envelope under the rubber band outside of your shoebox.
Checks should be made payable to Reformation Lutheran
Church (If your group or family is filling more than one
shoe box, you may make one combined donation in a
single envelope and place it inside the rubber band of
any one of your boxes.) Bring to Reformation by Nov.
11th.

A LETTER FROM
JUDY PERRY

Oct. 18, 2007
Dear Friends:
Greetings from Yuci!
Yes, I am back in China
after a 2 ½ month home
assignment. I traveled
over 9000 miles to visit
17 congregations and
attend two conferences.
I want to express my appreciation to the congregations
for their warm hospitality. It is encouraging to know that
people are interested and are praying for me regularly.
Most of the travel was by train or plane, but I am so grateful
that the driving trips were safe and the maps from the
internet so easy to follow and (mostly) accurate. Driving
in the USA, even in unfamiliar places, is so much less
dramatic than in China. No cars heading the wrong way
down the road at you. No bikes, motorcycles or sheep on
the road. The most exciting place to drive in the USA is
the new rotary in my home town. I hear the body-shops
in town are having a booming business as people learn to
navigate it. (Drivers in China would probably do a much
better job than rural Americans at that rotary since they
are always on alert for the unexpected.)
Having said that, returning after almost 3 months away, I
found there has been a real tightening up on individual
freedom here in Yuci! I find that my right to cross the
road anywhere I want has been impinged on! Now I can’t
make a U-turn anywhere I want! If there is a red-light, the
bikers have to stop as well as the cars! In order to control
traffic and force people obey the traffic regulations, the
city has added barriers down the middle of the road so
you can only turn at designated areas. At rush hour,
besides about 4 policemen at every intersection, there are
people with flags at every corner to stop the bikes from
going through red lights! Outside of rush hours, traffic
patterns return to the “freestyle” I am used too!
Another change is that over a 10 day period in August,
the public health bureau set up 8 Community Health
Centers (one in each community in the city).  Now the
private Luxi Community Health Center (set up in 2003,
it is the first in Yuci) that we work with and have a contract



with has sold out to the large hospital. I was told they got
a good price because of all the work we did with the health
records (See May 2007 Medical Team Update). We are
not sure how that will affect our work yet. I am currently
working on a Medical Team Update which will come out
next week, so you can read more about it in the update.
We are busy writing up reports,  and making plans and
budgets for 2008.
You might recall that on my home assignment two years
ago I extended my time in the USA to stay with my 96-
year-old grandmother after she broke her arm. She fully
recovered from that incident. She was hospitalized with
pneumonia in late September while I was in the last week
of my home assignment in the mid-west, and passed away
a few days later just two days before I came back to China.
We are grateful she lived a long and healthy life and that
this last illness was brief. I’ll be going back for the memorial
service on Nov. 3rd.   This may very well be the last time I
see some of my cousins who live far away from my home
town. I am grateful for the convenience of air travel, even
if it does exhaust me!
Blessings,
Judy Perry

Once again
Reformation will
be holding our
a n n u a l
C h r i s t m a s
C a r o l i n g
Hayride on

Friday, December 21st.  The Property Committee is
seeking two people with pick-up trucks and a hitch to pull
the wagons.  If you would be willing to volunteer your
vehicle, please contact the church office and leave your
name and phone number - the Property Committee will
then contact you to wor out the details.  Please mark your
calendars to join in the singing and celebration as we visit
our the nursing homes and our local neighborhoods!!

Page 6

St. Francis of Assisi Day
 observed October 6th

Blessing of the
Animals



WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS
Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June

President - Dottie Lofland
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Joan Van Gorder
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2007 - 2008 Schedule (revised)
Hostesses

November 1st - Joan Van Gorder, 301 S. DuPont Blvd.,
Milf ord.

December 6th - Susan Emory, Covered Dish at Noon,
1149 Canterbury Road, Milford.

January 3, 2008 - Joanne Walmsey, 600 Evans Dr., Milford.
February 7, 2008 - Renate McKenzie, 310 Charles St., Milford.
March 5, 2008 - WELCA following Soup Supper at church; we

provide the soup that evening.  Peggy Gallego provides
WELCA refreshments.

April 3, 2008 - Marge Reichold, 909 West Lane, Milford.
May 1, 2008 - Birthday Luncheon at Noon, Place to be

announced.
 June 5, 2008 - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish Luncheon at

Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook Beach

WELCA will be participating in Samaritan’s Purse Operation
Christmas Child.  Help Wanted: Coffee Sellers following the
11:00amWorship Services on 1st and 3rd Sundays.

Cut and Save

WELCA Sells Fair
Trade Coffee

on 1st and 3rd Sundays

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to work the sales table on Sunday
mornings. You need not be a member of WELCA to

volunteer.   Please bring exact change or
smaller denomination bills. Thank you!

Regular Whole Bean $5.25
Regular Drip $5.25
Decaf Whole Bean $6.25
Decaf Drip $6.25
French Vanilla Regular Drip $5.50
French Vanilla Decaf $6.50
Hazelnut Cream Regular Drip $5.50
Hazelnut Cream Decaf $6.50
Toffee Caramel Regular Drip $5.50
Toffee Caramel Decaf $6.50
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Happy
Birthday

1 Steve Vansant
2 Katie Speicher
3 John Crockett
7 Theda

Blackwelder
8 Ashley Webb
9 Melody Olsen
10 Kerwin Boyer
10 Adam Johnson
12 Bill Farlow
12 Ferne Warner
12 Wendy Dodge
13 Susie Bennett
13 Don Abrutyn
14 Beth Neeman
14 Brock Huey
14 Michael Mallard
17 Tacy Cresson
18 Thomas Postles
18 Peggy Gallego
20 Erica Ortiz
22 Brett Hamstead
22 Stephan Siok
23 Matthew Hayes
24 Donn Steele
24 Tiffany Talbott
27 Bryan Bullock
27 Barry Carlino
27 Carole Carpenter
28 Brittany Batchelor
28 Mark Razzano

28 Kenny Lewis
29 D. Todd

Livingood
29 Carol Troisi
29 Shannon Moore

Happy
Anniversary

14 Mr. & Mrs. Ray
Engelsiepen

17 Mr. & Mrs.
Michael Lewis

19 Mr. & Mrs. Paul
Hayes

21 Mr. & Mrs. John
Dickson

22 Mr. & Mrs. Butch
Hamstead

23 Mr. & Mrs. John
Burkett

23 Mr. & Mrs.
Iva Reed

24 Mr. & Mrs. Ed
Danio

24 Mrs. Sherry
Brown

29 Mrs. Jane Towers
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The Reporter
Reformation’s Email
Prayer Chain is a group of
people who have agreed to
set aside prayer time for
specific people as
requested. These people
are not necessarily on the
public worship prayer list
and remain on the
network list for one month. If you wish to include someone
on the prayer list or if you would like to be part of this vital
ministr y, please e-mail Sharon Trotman, our church
administrative assistant, at rlcsecr19963@aol.com or call her at
the church office at 422-9117.
If you wish to participate in the prayer chain, you may contact
coordinator Trish Boyer at 2trish@comcast.net or phone her at
422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday
Mornings. If you would like to add someone or there is
someone on the current list whose condition indicates that
we could remove his or her name, please call the church office.

Marie Gruwell Gerald Mary Keith
David Snyder Margaret Carpenter Emily
Ann Linda Doug Jennifer
Samantha Charles Hans Hannah
Doris Betty Paul Vicki
Nancy Marion OglesbyBarbara Dee
Lois Chester Renee Mary
Pr. Mark Henry Glenda Richard Bonnie
Jim Kristin Helen Ruben
Rachel Lynn Maria Janet
Dominique John Joy Todd
Iris Ray Pam Rose
Jacob Robert Dorothy George
Marilyn Bill Irwin Bill Hubbard Edith
Joyce Linda Wila Connie
James Tom Ed Graff Bruce
Valerie Mindy Bernice Stacy
Susie Bennett Andrew Frances
Faye Denkenberger

First Time
Readers

A special welcome to those reading the Reformation
Reporter for the first time!  Now that you’ve had a
chance to read about what’s going on at our church,
come join us and meet a friendly and diverse
congregation.  We’re looking forward to seeing you
Sunday!


