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Acts 2:1-21

Reflections
Sometimes two hands just aren’t enough.  There is the story of the little

boy who came in from playing begging for something to eat.  His mother
finally settled on a slice of bread smothered in, what else, peanut butter.
“But,” she insisted, “You have to eat it outside.”

Her son was only three.  Most doors he could open by wrapping one
hand around the knob and sort of dropping his body until turning and pulling
became part of the same motion (We can picture this.)  The outside door,
however, was different.  It needed two hands, and here was that slice of bread
filling one of them.  What to do?

Now, this little fellow had a creative mind.  How did he handle this
dilemma?  He slapped the bread against the wall, peanut butter first.  It stuck
while he grabbed at the knob with both hands.  Once the door was open, he
peeled it away from the wall, nearly as good as new!!

He ate his sandwich outside and never made a mess on the floor!
Have you ever really examined your own hands?  They are amazing tools.

The bones of our hands have thirty different joints, and movements are
controlled by more than fifty muscles.  Researchers estimate that a typical
hand can assume approximately 300 million different useful positions while
doing the average of 1,000 separate functions that we assign to it in a day.
One-third of the sense organs of our bodies are located in our hands.  John
Webster called them “curious engines.”

What would we do without them?  I think of that as I type these words.
Latham Sholes, who first put together a working model of the typewriter in
the mid-1800’s, found that the keys would jam if the typist went too fast.  So
he deliberately concocted a configuration for the keys that would slow us
down.  It’s the standard keyboard on all English typewriters and computer
keyboards, an arrangement called QWERTY.  And still our fingers learn,
and our hands produce.

Sunday, May 3rd – The Fourth Sunday of
Easter

Homily: “At the Intersections”
Text: John 10: 11-18
Hymn of the Day: 789

Sunday, May 10th – The Fifth Sunday of
Easter

Homily: “A Newly Created Family”
Text: Acts 8: 26-40
Hymn of the Day: 403

Sunday, May 17th – The Sixth Sunday of
Easter

Homily: “A Language Arts Lesson”
Text: John 15: 9-17
Hymn of the Day: 358

Sunday, May 24th – The Seventh Sunday
of Easter
Summer Schedule Begins – 9:00am Worship

Homily: “When Faced with
Decisions”
Text: Acts 1: 15-17. 21-26
Hymn of the Day: 745

Sunday, May 31st – The Day of Pentecost
9:00am Affirmation of Baptism (Rite of
Confirmation)

Homily: “Careful What You Ask For!”
Text: Acts 2: 1-21
Hymn of the Day: 398
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Reflections - Continued
Our hands can speak.  The grasp of friendship.  The

touch of healing.  The caress of love.  Our hands create.
John Heming said of Shakespeare, “His mind and hand
went together.”  What a productive combination that was!
And who can fail to be amazed at the wonders that leaped
from the hands of Michelangelo?

Our hands can destroy as well.  Pilate washed his hands
of Jesus’ blood, which only pointed the way for His death.
Lady Macbeth couldn’t cleanse her hands of murderous
designs with all the water of earth’s oceans.  Hands can
hurt and disable and cripple.

Those same hands can pray.  From the depths of
sorrow, from the tragedy of our circumstances, we lift our
hands toward God.  When we can find no words, when
our eyes grow dim from searching for answers, when our
tongue thickens, our hands can still speak.  Lifted hands.
Pleading hands.  Needy hands.  And always, five fingers
of love, scarred by the print of nails, grasp us in the never-
failing handshake of grace.

But sometimes two hands aren’t enough.  So God
created community, through covenants of old, through
Jesus, His son, through the Holy Spirit so that the heavy
work of grace, of justice-forming, of mercy-sharing, of
peace-proclaiming could be done.  Two hands just aren’t
enough.

What have your hands been doing in Kingdom-
building lately?

- Pastor Ludwig

Musings
from the Director of Family

Ministries
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

“Life is a series of adjustments.”  I
heard these words often from a family

friend as I helped my mother following my father’s death.
She had to make many changes in a few months and she
spoke her feelings of pain and frustration.  When he was
with her, he always said the same thing.  After awhile, I
would hear my mother saying, “Life is a series of
adjustments.”

When the ELW (the hymnal) was introduced, I
became quite a complainer.  I have a tendency to speak
my opinion as to the quality of hymns and changes to the
liturgy. Introducing a whole new hymnal brought out the

full critic in me.  When the LBW (the green hymnal) was
introduced, I was new to church work and excited about
the changes a new hymnal brought to worship.  I was put
off by those who complained about the changes made to
the liturgy and hymns.  Boy was I surprised when I became
the complainer with the ELW.  I still wonder when I
decided change was not so good.

Of course good or bad, change happens all the time.
“Life IS a series of adjustments.”

For individuals and this congregation, change is thrust
upon us.  Illness strikes, a family falls apart, a baby is born,
or parent dies.  Favorite hymns are not sung.  The bulletin
is different.  How are we to adjust?  I believe we adjust by
placing at our centers the one to whom we belong.

We are in the midst of Easter and soon we celebrate
the day of Pentecost.  God’s acts remembered and
embraced; the resurrection of Jesus and the giving of the
Holy Spirit should make it clear.  God is all about change.
We are given the power of God to be not like the world,
but like newborns with new life a part of every new day.

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we not only live in this
new life, we are to be those who proclaim this miracle
message of change.

Richard W. Swanson wrote, “The task on Easter
(which is every Sunday for an Easter-based faith) is to tell
stories about resurrection in a world where everyone dies.” 
God’s power is greater than death.  Therefore, it is certainly
greater than any illness, any loss, or any change we
experience.

Pentecost is the day we remember the giving of the
Holy Spirit, not only to those gathered in Jerusalem, but
also to every baptized Christian in the last 2000 years.
The Holy Spirit guides our adjustments to change.  This
same spirit guides us to bring a message of change to the
world.

Oh, that we would embrace God’s power as we struggle
through the changes that batter and challenge us.  Oh,
that the power of God, this love that brings life from death,
would so capture our hearts that we would be known for
the love we bring to a shallow, meaningless and hate-filled
world.  Read the book of Acts.  The early church was a
people that average people found attractive.  That is,
followers of Christ were nice, pleasant, and kind.  Now,
this is change worth experiencing.  I wonder, how would
the world adjust if all Christian became pleasant, kind
and nice?  Why don’t we make some changes and see
what happens?

Your Sister in Christ,
Sandra Wachter-Myers
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High School
Seniors

Another
Milestone

recognized at
Reformation

Lutheran
On May 17th, Reformation

Quilts are to be presented to our
High School Seniors at the
11:00am worship service.  The
following seniors will receive
quilts:
Cassandra Dingess, who will attend Del Tech for two
years through the DE Seed Scholarship Program. Then,
she will transfer to UD on-campus to finish her degree.
She wants to be a high school English or Computer
Teacher.
Levi Dodge, is off to Susquehanna University in
Selinsgrove, PA majoring in Business.
Brett Fleming, whose plans are unknown at time of
preparing this article.
Marie Gruwell, is attending Widener University in
Chester, PA to study Physical Therapy.
Alexandra Mallard, is attending the University of
Delaware and majoring in Psychology in preparation to
enter the field of Neuroscience.
Carly Marconie, will be studying Film and Media
Communication at either Southeastern University in
Florida or Asbury College in Kentucky.

Michael Schlegel, will attend University of Advancing
Technology in Tempe, Arizona.  There he will study
Computer Science and Game Design.

Stewardship
Report

As of this writing, 77 families/
members have made a pledge in
support of the ministry and mission
of Reformation Lutheran Church,
amounting to $143,116.00 pledged.
The operating budget for 2009 is
$471,171.00.  For the congregation
to meet its obligations and goals, we need everyone to
support the ministry and mission we profess.

Summer Schedule
Begins May 24

Our summer worship
schedule begins on Sunday, May
24th (Memorial Day Weekend)
with services throughout the
summer at 9:00am, with no
Sunday Church School.

Annual Assembly
of the DE-MD

Synod
The Annual Assembly of the DE-

MD Synod will be held May 28th-
29th at the Convention Center in
Ocean City, MD.  The assembly this
year will host our Presiding Bishop
of the ELCA, the Rev. Mark
Hanson.  Representing Reformation
will be John and Lezlie Eustis, along with Pastor Ludwig.

Seminary
Graduation

Pastor Ludwig will, again this
year, be handing out diplomas at
the graduation ceremony on May

8 at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Gettysburg,
where he serves as Chair of the Board of Directors.
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Requested Poem
The following poem was used at a

recent Lenten Soup Supper and has
been requested by several members.
It is titled,

A Psalm for God’s New Day of
Creation

There are places that always seem nearer to God.
those places change

in name
but remain forever the same

for it is where
God’s Spirit abides in rare abundance
and I know that within my creatureliness

there is a power and a force
and a presence

beyond all knowing and reason;
where peace is more than a slogan,

where the air itself is charged with awe,
where the past is blessed

with a future unfolding.
I love those places; this place.

God comes close
and in the encounter I see

a glimpse,
a peek.

God’s new day of creation.
Day eight.

And God said that it was good;
and in the evening of that day
I know it to be true.

Glenn E. Ludwig

Friday Morning
Bible Study

The Friday morning Bible study
begins a new study “Faith: Confidence
and Doubt in Daily Life.”  Based on a
small group study by Martin Marty,
through reading scripture and
discussion we will consider faith’s
beginnings, faith’s challenges, faith’s

seeking, faith’s actions, and faith’s power.  This is a six-
week study. It begins May 1st and runs through June 12th. 
(There is no session on May 29th.)  The study begins at

10:30am and meets for 1 hour and 15 minutes.  All are
welcome.

Sunday Church
School Concludes

Another Year
Sunday School holds its last
sessions on Sunday, May 17th.  We
will celebrate the last Sunday of
Sunday School by honoring our
Sunday School staff and by
releasing butterflies.  We continue
in the Easter season and the butterfly is one symbol of
resurrection life.  We invite the whole congregation to
join in the butterfly release, which takes place in the
memorial garden.  We will gather in the sanctuary at
9:45am.  Following a brief opening we will move to the
garden for the release.

Thank you to our staff:
Dawn Guyer Sunday School Secretary
Barbie Richard Infants, Toddlers and Two’s
Dixie Johnson Primary Class
Mary Currie Primary Class
Michele Engelsiepen Primary Class
Neal Richard Intermediate Class
Sandra Wachter-Myers Confirmation Class
Pastor Ludwig Confirmation Class
Janet Lonergan Senior High Class
Kristin Schlegel Senior High Class
Kevin Oldland Adult Class

Also thank you to those who have served as substitutes
this year: Karen Oldland, Pam Richard, Katie Johnson,
Lezlie Eustis, and Corinne Cresson.

Discovery Canyon:
Explore the

Wonders of the
Word

Vacation Bible School at Reformation runs June 22nd
through June 26th from 9:00am to 12 noon each day.
Children age 3 through those completing grade 6 are
invited to join for a summer adventure filled to the rim
with Gully Games, Cavern Crafts, Shadow Science,
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WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS
Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June
luncheon meetings are held at 12 Noon.

President - Dottie Lofland
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Joan Van Gorder
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2008 - 2009 Meeting Hostesses:

May 7th - Birthday Luncheon at Noon, Shawnee
Country Club; sign-up sheet in Narthex

June 4th - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish Luncheon
at Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook Beach

Clip & Save

Sagebrush stories and Red Rock Rhythm.  Registration
is open now.
Share this information with family, friends and neighbors.
Contact the church office (422-9117) for more registration
forms.

Help Staff the Canyon
Adults and youth are
needed to serve during
VBS. Please consider
giving your time and
talent to this ministry.
Contact Sandra
Wachter-Myers (629-3479 or sacawamy@yahoo.com) for
more information.
Positions to be filled: (Any mature adult or teen can serve.)
Guides –

· Lead group to activity sites
· Help to build group through discussion, a brief

activities suggested in the material
· Reinforces the daily theme and Bible story

throughout the morning
· Loves talking, laughing, and playing with kids.
· Willingly to shares faith through words and

actions
· Affirms and encourages kids each day

Activity Site Leaders
Red Rock Rhythm –

· Serve as worship leader, leading VBS songs
· Teach small groups songs related to the story and

Bible verse for the day.
· Use music DVD and other materials provided for

site
· Willingly shares faith through words and actions

Cavern Crafts –
· Leads kids in fun craft activities that explore daily

Bible stories and themes
· Connects craft to the daily theme
· Organizes crafts, craft area and assistants

Gully Game –
· Leads kids in active and creative games that explore

the daily stories and themes
· Affirms kid’s efforts
· Shows faith through words and actions

Shadow Science –
· Help kids explore the daily Bible study and themes

through science-oriented activities

· Presents a theme-based project or experiment each
day

· Shares faith through words and actions
Additional Leaders
Worship leader –

· Works with music leader preparing opening and
closing celebrations each day

· Enthusiastic about sharing faith
· Loves to participate in meaningful worship

Storyteller –
· Presents the daily story and theme by presenting

the story
· Enjoys drama and creative expression
· Shares faith through words and actions

Canyon Snack Coordinator –
· Plans a snack for each day
· Uses ideas and resources provided in the materials
· Prepares a donation list/ purchases needed
· Supplies

In addition to the above, each guide and site leader needs
helpers to complete the staff.  Youth (those who have
completed grade 7 and older) are encouraged to serve as
helpers.
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Communion
Instruction

Communion instruction is offered to
children in Kindergarten through
Grade 5. Classes are scheduled for
June 2nd, 14th, & 21st.  Following the
9:00am worship service these 3 half-
hour sessions are for children and their
parents.

Southern
Delaware Choral

Society Spring
Concert

The Southern Delaware Choral Society spring concert
featuring the works of Haydn will be held on Saturday,
May 16, 2009 at Epworth United Methodist Church on
Holland Glade Road in
Rehoboth Beach, DE at 7:30pm.
The concert will feature Haydn’s
“Mass in Time of War,” including
the “Te Deum” and his “Lord
Nelson Mass.” In between the parts of the two masses,
letters will be read to the audience from Delaware’s
soldiers who have served, or are currently serving, in Iraq
or Afghanistan. Tickets are $20.00 for adults and $8.00
for students. They are available by calling 302-645-2013,
on-line at sdchoralsociety.org, at Puzzles in Lewes, and at
Browse-a-bout Books in Rehoboth Beach. A limited
number of complimentary tickets will be made available
to current and retired members of our Armed Forces.

Needed: Worship &
Music Helpers

Members of Reformation Lutheran Church,
    This letter is extremely hard for me to write but I feel it

is high time that I do. I am very
disappointed in the members of
this congregation. The last three
times the Worship and Music
committee has asked for help

there has been minimal response.
    Bob and Joan Van Gorder were not able to be at the
church on Saturday, April 11th to help with the Easter
cleaning, so they came in earlier in the week and polished
all of the communion silver and the brass elements in

the sanctuary. Sue Owens along with Susie Antonik and
her three daughters were the only people who showed up
to scrub the altar and all the wood of the pews, to clean
the windows in the narthex and to decorate with banners
and flowers.
    At Christmas time there were seven people, my husband
and myself included, who decorated the tree and the rest
of the sanctuary. On Epiphany, there were only four of us
who undecorated the sanctuary.
     I’m not sure what it takes to motivate people to do the
Lord’s work. I pray that each of you will consider what
gifts God has given to you freely and with grace and will
put them to use in the care and upkeep of our church
building. The church is not the building, but the people.
But I know that the building and all it holds is important
to continue our mission in this community. Please
respond when called.
Sincerely,
Mary K. Konesey, Worship and Music Chairperson

Knit & Pray
The Knit n’ Pray group continues to
meet on Tuesdays at 11:00am.  You are
welcome to join them or pick up a
pattern for the various projects and work
on your own as your schedule allows.

Women’s
deveotional

Group growing
The recently formed
Women’s Deveotional
Group continues meet
on the second Tuesday
evening of every month.

The next meeting will be Tuesday, May 12th.  We will
meet at the church from 6:30pm - 7:30pm.  Come enjoy
fellowship and a short devotional.  You are welcomed and
encouraged to bring a friend.  If you have any questions,
please contact Karen Oldland (302) 752-7130.

Choir
Practices

The Handbell Choir practices every
Thursday at 6:30pm.  All “ringers”
are welcome!!
The Adult Choir pratices every
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Thursday at 7:30pm.  No experience necessary, just a
desire to praise God with voice and song!!
The Youth Choir practices on Sunday mornings at
9:30am before Sunday Church School.  All youth Grade
6 and under are welcome!

TEEN BIBLE STUDY
The youth group continues to
sponsor a Bible Study for those ages
14 – 18.  It is held on every
WEDNESDAY from 7:00pm –
8:00pm at the home of Neal

Richard, 628 Beechwood Ave., Milford, DE.  Light
refreshments will be provided.  If anyone has any questions or
needs directions, please contact Neal Richard: (302) 265-2115,
or by e-mail, NAR1824@comcast.net.  Feel free to bring a friend.

Meeting People
Whre they Are

Stories of Faith in Action 2009
When the Communist era in Central
and Eastern Europe came to an end,
the tiny Silesian Church faced a great
opportunity and a tremendous
challenge in the Czech Republic,
where only 30 percent of the
population has any affiliation with
Christianity. Christians have often

been viewed as unusual. How could a church begin to fulfill
Christ’s command to love another when so much of society
seemed to be beyond the church’s reach?
“Christians are viewed with suspicion in our secularized
society,” says former bishop Vladislav Volny. “The average
person will not meet us where we Christians are—in our church
buildings. So we must meet people where they are. They will
come to recognize Christ through our acts of love and
compassion for the poorest of the poor and for those in greatest
need.”
This tiny denomination, numbering only 35,000 members,
set out to do just that. In 1990, it had no social service
institutions and no social ministry personnel. Today, Silesian
Diakonia, the social ministry arm of the church, has 43 service
institutions, including centers for the disabled, orphanages,
after school programs, and elder care facilities. Its workers
and volunteers indeed meet people where they are.
The Silesian Church and other centuries old Lutheran
churches in Eastern Europe are busy rebuilding and expanding
their ministries for a new era. Grants and scholarships from
the ELCA are helping them grow in their capacity for social
service, advocacy, and global mission.

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

3 Mary Currie
5 Brittney Steward
5 Connor Kilgore
6 Chad Carpenter
7 Julie Caldwell
7 Matthew Kersteter
7 Nancy Warner
10 Cassandra

Schreiber
10 Eleanor Loderhose
11 Becca Guyer
11 Kevin Hascup
13 Colin Nauman
15 Heather Snyder
16 Matthew Oldland
17 Kevin Gruwell
18 David Willis
19 Nicole Stokes
19 Zachary Emory
20 Tom Mehl
21 Devon Schlegel
21 Kristen Evans
23 Drew Fox
23 Stephen Fox
24 Patricia Nilsson
25 Ashley Snyder
25 Helene Reed

25 Josephine
Schaeffer

25 William Warner
27 Andrew Whitman
27 Carolyn Riecke
27 Kris Wilson
27 Lois Andrews
31 Jeannette Steele

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
7 Mr. & Mr s.

William Warner
11 Mr. & Mr s. Kevin

Oldland
12 Mr. & Mr s. Sam

Martin, Jr.
13 Mr. & Mr s. Leland

Hobbs
20 Mr. & Mr s. Collins

Batchelor
20 Mr. & Mr s.

Michael Mallard
24 Mr. & Mrs. George

Walmsley
30 Mr. & Mr s. Wes

Smith
31 Mr. & Mr s. Daniel

McGinniss
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                                                  sacawamy@yahoo.com
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                                                  rlcsecr19963@aol.com
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                                            chrismyers81@hotmail.com
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The Reporter
R e f o r m a t i o n’ s
Email Prayer Chain
is a group of people who
have agreed to set aside
prayer time for specific
people as requested.
These people are not
necessarily on the public
worship prayer list and remain on the network list for
one month. If you wish to include someone on the prayer
list or if you would like to be part of this vital ministry,
please e-mail Sharon Trotman, our church administrative
assistant, at rlcsecr19963@aol.com or call her at the church
office at 422-9117.  If you wish to participate in the prayer
chain, you may contact coordinator Trish Boyer at
2trish@comcast.net or phone her at 422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday
Mornings. If you would like to add someone or there is
someone on the current list whose condition indicates
that we could remove his or her name, please call the
church office.

David Snyder Jim Reed
Sarah Lee Kehler Voshell Hutchins
Bill Loderhose Faye Denkenberger
James Farlow Susie Bennett
Joyce Emory Perry Linda Plummer
Bea Strahle Joe Ouge
Mike Herhold David Blackwelder
Bonnie Russell Theresa Leyden
Madi Dodge Karen Oldland
Jo DuBois Karen Ritter
Robert Woy Kelly Coherd
Joan Fetterman Corinne Cresson
George Sharp Sue Burkett
Todd Hannah Vera Gregg
Leo Grove Helene Reed
Marybrook Brown Marty Martell
Doris Bryant Mona Neeson
Carl Nilsson


