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“To do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” - Micah 6:8

Dear Friends in Christ,
“I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has
been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in
him, in speech and knowledge of every kind, just as the testimony of Christ
has been strengthened among you . . .so that you are not lacking in any
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He will
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is faithful: by him you were called into the
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

1 Corinthians 1:4-9

In just a few short weeks we will be saying goodbye and Godspeed to our
congregation family of Reformation as I begin a new stage of life and service. 
We are all filled with gratitude, with a sense of grief and many, many wonderful
experiences of God’s grace among us.

To ease our parting the Pastoral Relations Committee will be sponsoring
gatherings to tell stories, laugh, cry and say goodbye. 
These gatherings will be facilitated by Pastor David and
Theda Blackwelder.  Light refreshment will be offered
by the Council leaders.  You and your family are invited
to come according to Shepherding Groups as follows:

                Tuesday May 13th 7:00 pm:  Groups 1, 2 and 3
                Tuesday May 20th 7:00 pm:  Groups 4, 5 and 6
                Wednesday May 28th 7:00 pm:  Groups 7, 8 and 9

If you are unable to attend your group’s particular evening you may come at
another of the dates.

God is leading us all and will send a leader to take the congregation forward. 
Let us rejoice in the ministry we have had together and find hope in the
promise of the One who calls us to serve.
In Christ’s love,

Sunday, May 11th
11:00am Affirmation of

Baptism

2008 Confirmands:
James Batchelor
Marshall Hobbs

Matthew Oldland
Kelsey Smith
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First Annual
Reformation Ministry

Carnival
May 3rd, 2008 from 4:00pm till 7:00pm.

All  Reformation Lutheran Church
Members, Families & Friends,
AND All  citizens of Milford and
the surrounding areas are invited
to attend the fun and informing
event!  Spread the word; COME &
SEE!!!!!

Butterfly
Release, Sunday

May 11 th

It’s The Day of Pentecost and the final
feast day of the Easter Cycle.  Sunday
School classes will meet in their normal
locations at 9:45am.   Everyone is invited
to the Memorial Garden for the release
of butterflies at 10:30am.  The butterfly
is a symbol of resurrection and new life
in Christ. 

Tuesday Evening
Bible Study

Tuesday evening, May 6th and
May 20th at 7:30pm is a basic
Bible study.  Each night a key
person in the Bible will be
introduced and discussed.  Have

Small Group Ministries

Musings
from the Director of

Family Ministries

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
It has been my privilege to work
with Neal Richard, Barbara
Jones and Theda Blackwelder
planning the Ministry Carnival

being held May 3rd.  As I write this, we are two weeks way
from the carnival and I continue to be impressed with
the creativity, organization and energy being put towards
an event that is to serve several purposes.  In addition to
these three people, each active ministry is showing the
same kind of creativity and effort as the event is coming
together.  For me this is all quite beautiful.

Why a Ministry Carnival?  While not one of the original goals,
having fun together is turning out to be a big part of the planning.
Not just fun among ourselves, but fun with the whole community.
“The joy of the Lord is in our hearts!”  Our fun together has
purpose.  Those working on the carnival are enjoying serving in
Christ’s ministry.

As Reformation Lutheran Church looks towards the
future the vision is not so different from what has been
in the past and what is now.  This congregation has a
purpose in God’s ministry in this place and time.  You
are part owner of this ministry.  This congregation is your
congregation.  Yes, I know that the Church is Christ’s
Church.  You are member of the Church by virtue of
your baptism into Christ.  God adopted you.  This makes
you a member of the family of God.  This congregation is
where your part of the family worships and serves.  This
does not change as long as Reformation is a viable
congregation.

Are you one who serves?  I ask because something that
has troubled me as we have planned is how several people
serve as leaders in several ministries.  This doesn’t sound
like it should be a concern until you understand the
burden they carry.  If one person leads in two, three, even
four ministries, what happens when he becomes ill, takes
a vacation, needs more time with his family, or wears out?
The ministries suffer.  God’s work depends on all God’s
children serving.

You have a place to serve.  The Ministry Carnival is
showing you all the ministries of the congregation and
the work done by each.  Every member is called to serve
and you get to choose how and where you will serve.  So
step right up.  Come and see the ways to serve.  Here is
the chance to more fully serve the Lord with gladness!
Your Sister in Christ,
Sandra Wachter-Myers
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you been thinking about trying an adult study?  Come
and see what one is like.

Friday Morning
Bible Study

The Friday Bible study continues
to meet at 10:30am.  During
May, the reading and discussing
of Mark continues.  You are
warmly invited to join this
friendly and open group.  Please
note there will be no study on May 30th.

Sunday School
Session Comes to

Close
May 18th is the last Sunday of Sunday School until
September.  Everyone is asked to gather in the
sanctuary at 9:45am as we thank our staff for serving this
past year.  Following the honoring of the staff, students
will go to their normal class areas.

Vacation Bible
School

Rainforest Adventure:
A Tree Top Bible Blast!
Here you will hear
stories about Jesus, make
cool crafts, sing fun
songs, play zany games,
eat super snacks and
make lots of new
friends.  VBS is for

children ages 3 through 12.  So swing on in and have lots
of fun sharing God’s love with everyone!
It is time to register for VBS.  If you do not have a family
member able to attend this year’s VBS, share the
registration information with a neighbor.   VBS is June
23rd through the 27th, 9:00am to Noon each day.
Needed: Adults and youth to serve during VBS.  Please
contact Sandra Wachter-Myers if you are willing to work
in this ministry.

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS

1.  PARENT/TEEN OUTING
- White Water Rafting Trip: July
31st - Aug. 2nd.  This event is for

those age 13 and up and their parent/guardian.  More
information will be released in the near future.
2.  FAMILY FUN DAY - On Aug. 9th

the Youth Group will be hosting its
annual Family Fun Day to an
amusement park.  Do to the positive
response to last year’s trip, we will once
again be returning to Hershey Park in
Hershey, PA.  More details to come.

Mar-Lu-Ridge
Summer Camp

Mar-Lu-Ridge has something for
everyone.  This summer for the first time
ever, Mar-Lu-Ridge is offering Day Camp
all 8 weeks of their normal Summer
Camp Schedule.  Day Camp is for those
youth ages 6-10 who may not be ready
for the overnight experience.  Day Camp
is an affordable $35 per day and just

$150 for the whole week.  Mar-Lu-Ridge has a full schedule
of camping experiences from June 17th through August
8th.  All campers experience and engage in cooperative
learning as well as participate in many different activities
– all in safe, non-threatening, non-competitive, and hands-
on environment.  Build confidence along with an
understanding of what it means to live as a “community
in Christ.”  Programs are offered for campers ages 6 – 18
and 55+.  Base prices have been slashed from last summer.
Weekly costs range from $215 up to $359 depending on
age and scheduled activities.  Horseback riding and other
high adventure activities including rock climbing have
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increased costs due to advanced program requirements.
Brochures may be found on the entry display counter or
you may visit www.mar-lu-ridge.org or call (800) 238-9974
for more information, registration forms, or a detailed
listing of the 2008 schedule.

Our Favorite
Recipes

This month we are pleased to present
Sue Owens’ Oven Jambalaya – a rave
at the Lenten Soup Suppers.  Thanks,
Sue!!  Keep those recipes coming!

1 cup water
1 ½ cups uncooked regular rice
1 can cream of celery soup, undiluted
1 can cream of mushroom soup, undiluted
1 can french onion soup
1 10 oz. can tomatoes and green chilies, undrained and
chopped
1 lb. smoked sausage, cut into ½ inch slices
1 lb. fresh shrimp, peeled and deveined

Combine first six ingredients in a lightly greased shallow 3 qt.
baking dish; cover and bake at 350 degrees for 40 minutes.
Stir in sausage and shrimp.  Cover and bake an additional 20
minutes or until rice is done.  Yields 8 servings. (If too thick,
add water).

LETTERS
March 18, 2008
Dear Reformation Lutheran Church,
“Marked with the cross of Christ forever,
we are claimed, gathered and sent for the

sake of the world.”
ELCA Mission Statement

On behalf of Bishop Hanson, the
Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, thank
you for Reformation Lutheran Church’s
recent gifts given through your synod between November
2007 and January 2008.
Gifts like yours make a real difference in the world as
ELCA works to spread the Gospel, build and nuture the
faith lives of others, reach out to the unchurched, provide
educational opportunities and much more.  Thanks to
your partnership, the ELCA’s commitment to these
ministries is a long term investment in future generations.
I pray that you will find great joy in knowing what your
support makes possible in the lives of others today, and

in the future.  Through partners like you we are making a
difference in the world and making Christ known.
Sincerely yours,
Carol A. Erickson, Director, Donor Stwardship
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Keeping In Touch
Trish Boyer continues to keep us updated on the
Reformation website.  For those who wish to keep in touch
with Kathy Hubbard, here is her current contact
information:

Email address: kathy.hubbard@yahoo.com
 
Postal address as of April 1st:

c/o Hotel Baron
24 1/2 S. Juarez Street #7
Isla Mujeres
Quin Roo, MX 74400

TEEN BIBLE STUDY
The youth group will be
sponsoring a Bible Study for
those ages 14 – 18.  It is held on
every Tuesday from 7:00pm –
8:00pm at the home of Neal

Richard, 628 Beechwood Ave., Milford, DE.  We will be
using material from the Delaware-Maryland Synod
website.  Light refreshments will be provided.  If anyone
has any questions or needs directions, please contact Neal
Richard: (302) 265-2115, or by e-mail,
NAR1824@comcast.net.  Feel free to bring a friend.  If you
could please contact Neal Richard so he can have an idea
of how many to plan on, that would be greatly appreciated. 
We look forward to seeing you.

Bible School &
GODSPEED

CELEBRATION
On Sunday, June 29th, there
will be one service held at
11:00am to celebrate the
conclusion of Vacation Bible
School AND honor Pastor

John’s tenure with Reformation.  This will be John’s LAST
Sunday as Pastor for Reformation Lutheran Church.



WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS
Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June

President - Dottie Lofland
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Joan Van Gorder
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2007 - 2008 Schedule (revised)

Hostesses
May 1, 2008 - Birthday Luncheon at Noon

Shawnee Country Club - Please sign up on the
kiosk in the Narthex.

 June 5, 2008 - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish
Luncheon at Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook

Beach

Help Wanted: Coffee Sellers following the
11:00amWorship Services on 1st and 3rd Sundays.

Cut and Save

WELCA Sells Fair
Trade Coffee

on 1st and 3rd Sundays

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to work the sales table on Sunday
mornings. You need not be a member of WELCA to

volunteer.   Please bring exact change or
smaller denomination bills. Thank you!

Regular Whole Bean $5.25
Regular Drip $5.25
Decaf Whole Bean $6.25
Decaf Drip $6.25
French Vanilla Regular Drip $5.50
French Vanilla Decaf $6.50
Hazelnut Cream Regular Drip $5.50
Hazelnut Cream Decaf $6.50
Toffee Caramel Regular Drip $5.50
Toffee Caramel Decaf $6.50
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MAY
HAPPY

BIRTHDAY
3 Mary Currie
5 Brittney Steward
5 Connor Kilgore
6 Chad Carpenter
7 Julie Caldwell
7 Matthew Kersteter
7 Nancy Warner
10 Cassandra Schreiber
10 Eleanor Loderhose
11 Becca Guyer
11 Kevin Hascup
13 Colin Nauman
15 Heather Snyder
16 Matthew Oldland
17 Kevin Gruwell
18 David Willis
19 Nicole Stokes
19 Zachary Emory
20 Tom Mehl
21 Devon Schlegel
21 Kristen Evans
23 Drew Fox
23 Stephen Fox
24 Patricia Nilsson
25 Ashley Snyder
25 Helene Reed
25 Josephine Schaeffer
25 William Warner
27 Andrew Whitman
27 Carolyn Riecke
27 Kris Wilson
27 Lois Andrews
31 Jeannette Steele

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
7 Mr. & Mr s. William

Warner
11 Mr. & Mr s. Kevin

Oldland
12 Mr. & Mr s. Sam

Martin, Jr.
13 Mr. & Mr s. Leland

Hobbs
20 Mr. & Mrs. Collins

Batchelor
20 Mr. & Mrs. Michael

Mallard
24 Mr. & Mrs. George

Walmsley
30 Mr. & Mr s. Wes

Smith
31 Mr. & Mr s. Daniel

McGinniss
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Summer
Theological

Offerings
Lay School of Theology at Gettysburg Seminary

Theological Education
for the Laity seeks to
provide programs for
laypersons that will

assist participants in fulfilling their vocation in the world.
Come to Gettysburg for worship, fellowship, and
enjoyment of the Seminary campus and Gettysburg area.
For our 44th year we are pleased to offer, for the first
time, two Lay Schools.  Schedule, presenter and
registration details can be obtained by contacting Wendy
Mizenko, Events Coordinator at (800)-MLUTHER x3004
or email: wmizenko@Ltsg.edu.  Information is on the
Seminary website: www.Ltsg.edu.

Lay School I - God’s Call: Mystery and Mission
June 22nd through 28th

Lay School II - Revelation and Reversal
July 27th through August 2nd

“Breathing Deeply”
The Rev. Shannon Johnson Kershner

June 3, 2006, Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21

The Rev. Shannon Johnson Kershner, pastor of Woodhaven Presbyterian
Church in Irving, Texas, reminds us of the restorative power of the Holy
Spirit when we allow ourselves to breathe deeply.
I have thought a lot about you these past few months-you, the
ones listening to or reading this sermon. I have wondered about
you and your life. I have wondered if you have ever found yourself
having to remember to breathe.
I know, at first it sounds strange, even a bit silly, but has anyone
ever told you, “Now, just take a deep breath,” as she tries to
calm you down? When I was in my final semester of seminary, I
became entangled in a web of thick chaos. My father heard the
cancer diagnosis that January. My husband and I were graduating
in May. I had just accepted a call to be an associate pastor at my
first church. And seminary classes were still ongoing and
professors were still demanding. I’m out of breath just thinking
about it all.
During that time of thick chaos, I began to sigh a lot-loud,
dramatic sighs. People noticed. “Shannon, do you know how

much you do that?” a friend asked me. Well, no. I had no idea.
For once in my life, I was not being dramatic on purpose. At the
same time of my heavy sighing, I was enrolled in a “Women’s
Health and Wholeness” seminar. One day, we learned about
the cost of stress and chaos on your body. Apparently, when you
feel deep stress, you breathe very shallow breaths. And, so, your
body compensates for the lack of oxygen by making you sigh.
Your body forces you to take a deep breath.
I share this story with you because I have imagined some of you
might find yourselves doing the same thing-forgetting to breathe,
let alone breathe deeply. We go from task to task, from stress to
stress, from activity to activity, from need to need. And before
we know it, we are simply breathless. Life has socked us in the
gut, the web of chaos winds around our throat, and we cannot
breathe.
By this point in their journey, the disciples were probably quite
breathless themselves. Remember all that has happened in the
last 50 days for them. Jesus’ goodbye. His arrest and crucifixion-
an event itself accompanied by loud sighs and long wails of grief.
But, then, his resurrection and continued ministry with them.
Their shallow, grief-laden breathing must have become full and
robust again as Jesus resumed teaching them about the kingdom
of God.
And, yet, just as the disciples caught their breath, Jesus did as he
said he would-he left. He was taken out of their sight and returned
to the One from whom he came. It must have been heart
wrenching. The wind was simply knocked out of them. I bet
they sighed loudly with stress and fear, the web of chaos winding
around their throats.
And so the disciples did what all church people do in times of
fear and chaos-they had a meeting. They busily began to try and
get their game plan together. There was so much to do. They
needed to get organized. They needed to choose more apostles
to help them with all the work Jesus had left in their trembling
hands. After all, they were now supposed to tell other people
about what God had done in Jesus. It was a daunting mission.
Loud sighing must have filled the room and you know anxious
looks etched their faces. They could not believe they were now
the ones in charge of continuing Jesus’ ministry to the outcast,
to the poor, to the powerful, to the sick-but all without his
physical presence. It was enough to make them scared and
breathless.
But before the disciples knew what was happening, out of the
blue, they heard a mighty wind heading their way. The wind
blew through the entire house, filling each of them with a breath
that came from somewhere else, Someone Else. The wind, the
breath, filled them with a power they did not understand. They
had not asked for this breath nor expected it. This power, this
breath, this courage just swooped into the room and filled them
up in a way they could have never predicted. And with it, they
discovered a reserve of strength they did not know they possessed.
They came face to face, lung to lung, with the gift of God’s Holy
Spirit, God’s holy breath.
And so what did they do? Once the disciples realized they could
breathe again, once they shook themselves loose from the stress
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and the anxiety, once they unwound the grip of chaos from
around their throats, they found themselves speaking of God’s
deeds in their lives. They all burst out in languages they did not
even know they could speak-telling the story of how they once
were no people, but now they were God’s people. They once
had no name, no faith, and no future, but now, they were God’s
own sons and daughters, given the breath of faith, glimpsing a
future in which they were received back to God’s own self.
These timid, stressed-out disciples found themselves preaching,
testifying, to who God was and what God had done in their
lives. And the people listened. The crowd grew. Yes, some in the
crowd thought they were drunk. You and I might have assumed
the same thing. The crowd had no other way to explain it.
But then Peter gave voice to what was happening. And as he
preached, I imagine all of these people-people from near and
far, strangers and foreigners, young and old, began to breathe
deeper. They started to purposefully inhale some of this Spirit
breath into their own lungs. And the church was breathed and
birthed into being. And people far and wide, in all kinds of
languages with all kinds of traditions, began to speak of God
and how God was at work in their lives and in the world. And
the breath of God blew freely and wildly, filling their lungs, giving
them courage and a strength they did not know they had. And
Christ’s body, the church, was knit together and began to move.
But here is the kicker of this story: While it is a lovely story, a
meaningful story, a powerful story, we simply cannot keep it
contained in the past. God’s Spirit still works this way. The Holy
Spirit, the breath of God, is at work, here and now. Through
Scripture and prayers, through music and proclamation, through
experience and relationships, God’s holy breath challenges us,
comforts us, scares us, clarifies things for us. The story of
Pentecost tells us if we are open to breathing it in, if we dare to
pray “Come Holy Spirit,” we will find our own lungs filled to
the gills with a courage, a reserve of strength, a passion of faith
we did not even know we had.
As people of Pentecost, God invites us to experience the fullness
of life which God intends with God’s holy breath. We are invited
to breathe deeply and consciously in every moment of our lives.
Breathing, expecting to be filled with God’s Spirit, God’s holy
breath. Expecting to be changed by it as it fills our lungs.
Expecting that we might see things we could never imagine
seeing, or speak things we did not think we had the courage to
say.
And let me tell you, this open approach to God’s Spirit works. I
have tried it. My own particular congregation works at a place
called the Stewpot in downtown Dallas. It is an urban ministry
program run by First Presbyterian Church. Our group goes twice
a month to serve food, dignity and hospitality on the soup lunch
line. Usually, they serve around 550 people-most of whom live
on the streets of downtown Dallas. A couple of years ago, I went
with our volunteer group to the Stewpot’s volunteer appreciation
luncheon. While we began to eat, a group of the Stewpot’s clients
got up and stood by the piano on risers. Now, I imagine these
clients are people who lose their breath quite frequently, who

get the wind knocked out of them by all kinds of people and all
kinds of systems.
But they all stood up, took a deep collective breath, and began
to sing. As they began, a few looked nervous, a bit timid. Sing:
“I’m gonna lay down my burdens, down by the riverside” But as
they breathed and sang, their timidity faded. Smiles grew on
their anxiety-etched faces. Sing: “down by the riverside, down
by the riverside.” As they breathed and as they sang, I watched
them grow taller. Their heads lifted higher. They swayed with
the power of their music. Sing: “I’m gonna lay down my burdens,
down by the riverside, ain’t gonna study war no more.”
As they sang, as I watched their transformation, I found myself
swaying and purposefully trying to breathe in a bit deeper than
I normally would. In that room, I had a clear sense I was watching
God’s holy breath rushing freely, sparking flames of new life
and deep courage. I wanted to inhale as much as possible. For
just a few moments, that lunch was a Pentecost feast. All kinds
of people from all kinds of places were in one room, sharing a
meal, singing songs, breathing in the breath of God and talking
with each other about their faith, about the way the world could
be, should be, about the day when the Stewpot did not need to
exist for all manners of things were well. You just could not help
but breathe in with abandon.
And this was not the first time I had seen the power of God’s
holy breath at work. I have seen God’s holy breath symbolized
by the machines that pump oxygen into the lungs of some of my
homebound members. I have been known to incorrectly assume
that because of their declining health and their limited mobility
they must feel distanced from God. But when I ask them, “Do
you feel God’s presence in your life?” I am always humbled and
instructed when they hold their head up a bit higher, breathe in
that oxygen a little deeper and respond, “Well, of course. It is
how I get through each day. God gives me strength to keep on.”
And always in their presence, I find myself breathing in a little
more purposefully, wanting to inhale as much of God’s Spirit
hovering within and around them as I possibly can.
I could go on and on. I bet you have your own stories. I wish we
could share them. For this day of Pentecost affirms for us that
God’s Spirit, God’s breath is still at work around, among, and
in us. It is a breath of life, of courage, and of proclamation that
can fill our lungs to overflowing, causing us to sing and to dance,
to live and get through each day. It is a breath we do not want to
miss. It is a breath we want to learn to expect, for which we want
to pray. So perhaps you and I will remember to breathe deeply.
To remind those we love to breathe deeply. And, then, we can
watch and feel what happens when we do.

Let us pray.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill our lungs, our souls, our lives with your
breath of courage and good news. May we be open to your
newness. Amen.

The Rev. Shannon Johnson Kershner is pastor of Woodhaven
Presbyterian Church in Irving, TX.
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The Reporter
Reformation’s Email
Prayer Chain is a group
of people who have
agreed to set aside prayer
time for specific people
as requested. These
people are not
necessarily on the public
worship prayer list and remain on the network list for
one month. If you wish to include someone on the prayer
list or if you would like to be part of this vital ministry,
please e-mail Sharon Trotman, our church administrative
assistant, at rlcsecr19963@aol.com or call her at the church
office at 422-9117.
If you wish to participate in the prayer chain, you may
contact coordinator Trish Boyer at 2trish@comcast.net or
phone her at 422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday
Mornings. If you would like to add someone or there is
someone on the current list whose condition indicates
that we could remove his or her name, please call the
church office.

Leanne Wharton Vera Gregg
David Snyder Marion Oglesby
Barbara Donnellan Sarah Lee Kehler
Pr. Mark Henry Pam Reichhold
Faye Denkenberger James Farlow
Susie Bennett Joyce Emory Perry

Linda Plummer
E. Alan Draper
Theresa Leyden
Jean Michaud
Jim Reed


