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Reflections
I was looking up the other day (not a bad way to live, by the way) and I saw

hundreds, maybe thousands of geese flying to where geese fly in the early
spring.  I know it’s still officially winter, but I’ll take any sign that it’s coming
to an end.  And that sight got me thinking about something I read about
geese a while ago, which lead me back to my file to find that article I had
clipped, which lead me to ruminate (read “reflect”) on geese and the church.
(My mind thinks in strange ways sometimes, as I’m guessing you’ve noticed.)

But before I share my thoughts, we need to have a brief English lesson
(oops, I forgot, it’s called Language Arts now).  What do you call a sentence
that has “like” or “as” in it?  Surely someone knows!!  Right.  A simile.  How
is it different from a metaphor?  Correct again.  Teachers everywhere thank
you for paying attention in class.  A simile is like a metaphor only it uses
“like” or “as” to make the comparisons.

Here’s another question:  how is a Christian community like a flock of
geese? (Notice the simile?)

It’s time to get our eyes off our feet and look up to see the geese heading
wherever they head in the spring.  See the V formation?  Did you know that
flying in that configuration adds at least 71% greater flying range than if each
bird flew alone?

Ummm.  Think about it.  People who share a common mission, who live
in community, who work and strive with others are going to find the going
easier and quicker by traveling the paths of life on the thrust and uplift (read
prayers, love and concern) of one another rather than going it alone.

Ever notice that one goose who seems to think he (or she) can go it alone?
They suddenly feel the drag and resistance of falling out of formation and
quickly get back into line.

How about the lead goose?  Watch carefully.  When she gets tired, she
rotates back in the wing and another takes her place.  It pays, does it not, to
take turns in leadership, doing the hard jobs?  We never leave the formation

March 1st – The First Sunday in Lent
Homily: “A First Death”
Text: Mark 1 : 9-15
Hymn of the Day: 319 ELW

March 8th – The Second Sunday in Lent
Homily: “Getting It Backwards”
Text: Mark 8 : 31-38
Hymn of the Day: 667 ELW

March 15th – The Third Sunday in Lent
Homily: “Righteous Indignation”
Text: John 2 : 13-22
Hymn of the Day: 712 ELW

March 22nd – The Fourth Sunday in
Lent

Homily: “A Lesson in Verbs”
Text: Ephesians 2 : 1-10
Hymn of the Day: 779 ELW

March 29th – The Fifth Sunday in Lent
Homily: “The Mediocre Inn”
Text: John 12 : 10-33
Hymn of the Day: 796 ELW

John 2 : 14-16
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Reflections - Continued

Musings
from the Director of Family

Ministries

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The lengthening of days . . .

spring is coming soon.  Christianity does this thing.  It
takes what is ordinary, common if you will, and transforms
it into meaning for the spirit.  Christ does this for us
when simple bread and wine is transformed it into his
very presence with us.  Water with God’s word becomes
God bringing us into new life through baptism.

So, it is not surprising that Christians will give holy
meaning to what is ordinary.  God’s life giving and life
threatening ocean is a place for spiritual reflection for
some.  The glorious mountains help others feel closer to
God.  A secular winter festival is made holy birth. In
darkness we long for The Light and we call it the Advent
season.  As the days seem to lengthen because of growing
sunlight, we Christians make it into the penitential season
of Lent. Some call this the springtime of our souls.  While
all the world spends the days cleaning up and cleaning

when we’re done up front, but fall back and honk, with
all the others, voicing our encouragement to those paving
the way.
Oh no!  One of the geese has seemed to have gotten sick.
He falls out of line.  But look!  Two others go with him.
They will stay with him until he either dies or gets better.
Then, they will hurry to catch-up to the community forging
ahead.  How do you think that phenomenon affects the
individual geese?  Would it be comforting to know that
no matter what happens, there will be members of the
community there to support, care and love you?
Wow!  A lesson in community from God’s creatures.
What does it offer us by way of reflection on our faith
community?  Do we “fly” together in mission and
ministry?  Do we share leadership?  Do we nurture and
support those in the lead?  Do we offer to stand with
those who can’t maintain the pace?  Do we see ourselves
as part of a larger endeavor?
Look up, my friends in Christ, look up this spring, for
there is a lesson there about what it means to be a
community in Christ.
Pastor Ludwig

out, preparing soil for gardens they hope will bring forth
an abundance of produce, Christians make extra effort
turning toward God; together we do some soul work
wanting the extra effort to bear spiritual fruit.

 Fasting, repentance, soul-searching and acts of charity
are parts of the Lenten observance for many.  Traditionally,
Lent was the period of preparation for Baptism on Easter
Sunday.  New converts spent the 40 days of Lent receiving
instruction in the faith and in doing so, learning how to
give up “old ways.”   This being a Christian was serious
business for the followers of Christ.

Well, should it not be serious business for all of us!
Taking up something for Lent is one way to apply

ourselves to this business of being Christian.  If, however,
I spend the season focusing on my own soul, my own
growth and my own change I have limited my Christian
faith to my own self and piety.  Part of the beauty of spring-
cleaning is that is affects the whole family.

Windows are opened and the air freshens not only
the house but also those who live there.  Everyone must
give up clothes too ragged to wear or that no longer fit.
Sorting, dusting, and washing, brings everyone into the
process even if it is in the need to stay out of the way.
Usually everyone does more; many hands make for lighter
work.

Our church family has the same need.  So much needs
cleaning up or cleaning out or proper storage.  This applies
to the property and it applies to each of us.  Attitudes
need adjusting.  What each of us brings to the community
affects the community.  Generous spirits and forgiving
hearts don’t just happen.  Old habits don’t simply go away
by will.  Thank God, that we are held by our Father in
heaven as we go about our spiritual spring-cleaning.
Prayer, including adoration, confession, thanksgiving and
supplication may make us feel closer to God.  Certainly,
God’s desire is that we also come closer to one another.

This long Lent is a season of opportunity.  New life
comes to us in surprising ways. The more disciplined our
Lenten observance the more we look forward to the season
of New Life.  Even the baptized have old ways to give up
to live more fully in the community God has given us.
We all look forward to the coming celebration.  Lent, the
season of hard work is for the building of community in
Christ’s body.  Our Lenten discipline pulls us toward the
Feast of the Risen Son, and for us this is not just another
spring holiday.
Your Sister in Christ,
Sandra Wachter-Myers
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New Members
Received

The following persons Affirmed their
Baptism during a worship service on
February 1st and became members of
Reformation Lutheran Church:

Rick and Jeanne Coherd
Craig and Kathi Crawley
James and Tammy Kehler

Son:  Dakota Cousins
We welcome them into the ministry, mission and
fellowship of this church.

Annual
Congregational

Meeting
The Annual Congregational
Meeting was held on Sunday,
January 18th.  Several significant
decisions were made in the course
of that meeting, which include the following:

• Approved the 2009 Budget of $471,171, which is
a 4% decrease from the year before.

• The election of three persons to three-year terms
on the Congregation Council – Lezlie Eustis, Dale
Leyden, and Gary Johnson.  We thank them for their
willingness to serve in leadership.

After the Congregational Meeting, the Council met to
elect persons as officers for this next year.  They are:

President: Neal Richard
Vice-President: Collins Batchelor
Secretary: Susan Emory
Treasurer: Dale Leyden

 “All Hands On
Deck!”

Our Stewardship Program this
year, “All Hands on Deck,”
continues with the collection of
both monetary pledges toward

the ministry of Reformation and with a Time and Talent
Sheet which was made available at the Ministry Carnival
on February 22nd.  Once all pledges have been received,
a report will be given to the congregation.  If you had not
made a pledge, there is still time.  Contact the Church
Office for materials or pick them up from the Usher
station at worship.  Remember:  “All Hands on Deck!”

EASTER CLEANING
OF THE SANCTUARY
Every year the Worship &
Music Committee is in charge
of thoroughly cleaning the
sanctuary, especially the altar
area.  It entails scrubbing, with
Murphy’s Oil Soap, the entire
altar and surrounding floor and all the wood of the pews.
We wash windows in the Narthex, vacuum the sanctuary
floors under the pews and the seats of the pews and the
carpet in the Narthex and generally clean up any trash
left in the hymnal racks. All the silver for communion
and the brass are polished.  This is quite a job but the
sanctuary is renewed for Easter and the risen Christ.
Please prayerfully consider coming out on Saturday, April
11th at 9:00am.  The more people involved, the easier
the job and all will be done in short order. If we do not
have enough people show up we will be limited in the
amount of cleaning we can accomplish.
We will send out cards reminding those that have checked
off cleaning on their time & talent sheets. Maybe you
will consider marking that area during the Ministry Fair
on February 22nd.

- Mary K. Konesey Chairperson

Morning Bible
Study

Take up a Bible study for Lent.  The
Friday morning Bible study begins
at 10:30am.  As we continue reading
and discussing the book of 2 Samuel,
new participants are welcome to
join.  A Bible and your presence is

all that is needed.  The scripture shared each week often
leads to more sharing and new questions.  Whatever your
level of Biblical experience, from beginner to expert, you
will fit in with the group that gathers.
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Musical and
Dessert

Saturday, March 7th at 1:00pm
Support our own Senior High Youth
participating in Milford High School
performance of “Beauty and the Beast”
by joining Reformation’s youth for the
matinee show.  Following the play we will
all come back to the church building for

ice cream.  All Reformation youth and children, families
and friends are asked to meet at the High School by
12:45pm.  Purchase your tickets there.  We hope to sit
together and enjoy the play.  Next we’ll
gather at Reformation for ice cream
sundaes.  Please sign up for sundaes on
the youth bulletin board.  We don’t
want to run out of ice cream!

Lenten Soup
Suppers

A T ime for Soup, Fellowship, Learning, Reflection,
and Worship
Take up Lenten Soup Suppers
beginning March 4th.  Each
Wednesday during Lent, the
congregation gathers at:
6:30pm, to share a meal of soup.
7:00pm, The Apostles Creed —

Pastor Ludwig and Sandra Wachter-Myers
7:40pm, Vespers Worship

Topics for the evenings include:
March   4th  —  Creeds
March 11th  —  God, the Father
March 18th  —  God, the Son
March 25th  —  God, the Holy Spirit (part 1)
April      1st  —  God, the Holy Spirit (part 2)
April     8th  —  A Creed for Today

Milestone
Ministry 2009

Graduate Quilt
Workshop

The Christian Education Committee has assumed
responsibility for the making of quilts for our graduating
high school seniors. This has become a very special way

for the church community to
go out into the world with
our students.  Mary Rudd
Deeter, who assisted in
making the quilts last year,
has organized work and instructional days, which, with
“All Hands on Deck”, will make our task both efficient
and fun.  All workdays will be on Sunday afternoons
following the 11:00am service. More information and a
sign up sheet will be available on Feb. 22nd during the
Ministry Carnival.  Please note the following dates and
consider “taking up” quilting during Lent.
March 1st – cutting the squares
March 8th and March 22nd – layout and general
instruction
April 26th and May 3rd – assemble and tie the quilts
with the back and batting
Advice and assistance from those who have helped in the
past is welcomed.

Altar Flowers
For those of you who are not
aware, the altar flowers are
routinely paid for by members of
the congregation to
commemorate a special event or
person in their life.

In the past, the flower
chart has asked for people to sign up for a specific Sunday
and then they are billed by the florist. The Sundays that
did not have anyone sign up for were then paid out of the
general fund of the church.  This expense has become a
heavy burden due to lack of participation.  So the Worship
and Music would like to try something different:

A flower fund that all who want to contribute $28.50 for
one vase or $56.95 for both vases (this includes delivery service
by the florist) can do so and the billing would be paid by the
treasurer.  People can still sign up for a specific Sunday to have
their name listed in the bulletin along with whom they are
remembering or honoring. There might be 10 people listed for
one Sunday and no one for the next, but the money would be in
the fund to pay for every Sunday.

We have approximately 48 Sundays, 2 vases each at a
cost of $2833.60 for the year. We could place a listing of
how much is in the fund in the weekly bulletin and the
congregation would then be able to add to it as they felt
they could. If you have any questions about the flower
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fund, please feel free to call me at 422-2253.
Thank you, Mary K. Konesey Chairperson

TEEN BIBLE STUDY
The youth group continues to
sponsor a Bible Study for those
ages 14 – 18.  It is held on every
WEDNESDAY from 7:00pm –
8:00pm at the home of Neal

Richard, 628 Beechwood Ave., Milford, DE.  Light
refreshments will be provided.  If anyone has any questions
or needs directions, please contact Neal Richard: (302)
265-2115, or by e-mail, NAR1824@comcast.net.  Feel free
to bring a friend.

Knit & Pray
The Knit n’ Pray group continues to
meet on Tuesdays at 11:00am.  You
are welcome to join them or pick up
a pattern for the various projects and
work on your own as your schedule
allows.

Women’s
deveotional

Group growing
The recently formed
Women’s Deveotional
Group continues to
increase in participants.
The Group meets on the

second Tuesday evening of every month.  The next
meeting will be Tuesday, March10th.  We will meet at
the church from 6:30pm - 7:30pm.  Come enjoy
fellowship and a short devotional.  You are welcomed and
encouraged to bring a friend.  If you have any questions,
please contact Karen Oldland (302) 752-7130.

Altar Workers
The Altar Guild is in need of
people to clean up after the 11:00
am worship service. As it stands
now, due to the need for the doors
to be locked, Susan Emory and
Karolyn Hayes are setting up the
altar EVERY week. All that is needed is for someone to

clean up on Sundays.  There is a handbook in the sacristy
detailing how to do everything that pertains to the altar.
God has given us all time and talents to use to praise
Him and to partake of His holy meal. We are all welcome
at the altar, therefore we should all be willing to work in
His house. Please prayerfully consider what you can do to
be a woking part of His family at Reformation.

Choir Practices
The Handbell Choir practices
every Thursday at 6:30pm.  All
“ringers” are welcome!!
The Adult Choir pratices every
Thur sday at 7:30pm.  No
experience necessary, just a desire

to praise God with voice and song!!
The Youth Choir practices on Sunday mornings at
9:30am before Sunday Church School.  All youth Grade
6 and under are welcome!

WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS
Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June
luncheon meetings are held at 12 Noon.

President - Dottie Lofland
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Joan Van Gorder
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2008 - 2009 Meeting Hostesses:

Wed., March 4th - Provide Soup for Lenten Soup
Supper, meeting follows, Pat Nilsson provides

refreshments for the meeting

April 2nd - Helene Reed, 405 Marvel Rd.
May 7th - Birthday Luncheon at Noon, TBA

June 4th - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish Luncheon
at Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook Beach

Clip & Save
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CONGREGATIONAL
SURVEY

As of February 22nd the
Profile Committee will have
concluded the
congregational surveys.  The
Committee would like to
thank all the members who
took the time to complete

this important step in the process.  We are now tallying
them and will use them to make an overall statement about
what qualities we are looking for in a new pastor.  The
rest of the profile document is completed and was given
to Church Council on February 16th.  The Council will
be reviewing it carefully, and Council and the Profile
Committee will have met in February to see what additions
or changes might be suggested and those will be made.
The completed Congregational Profile will then be ready
to go to Mary Miller-Zurell, Assistant to the Bishop.  We
have been told to expect to get it back from Synod with
more questions or clarifcation.  The Profile Committee
will repond to any such questions and assemble any
additional information in a timely manner.  Once this
information is finalized, the results will then be made
available to the congregation.

- Sue Owens, Chairperson

ELCA Task Force Releases ‘Human
Sexuality: Gift and Trust’

CHICAGO, FEB. 19th — The 15-member Task Force for the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) Studies on
Sexuality released Feb. 19 “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust”
— a proposed social statement on human sexuality.
The 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly — the chief legislative
body of the church — is expected to consider the social
statement for adoption as an official statement Aug. 17-23 in
Minneapolis.
The proposed statement addresses a spectrum of concerns
relevant to human sexuality from a Lutheran perspective. It
responds to the question: “How do we understand human
sexuality within the context of Jesus’ invitation to love God
and love our neighbor?” If adopted by the assembly, the social
statement will assist the ELCA in its moral deliberation, govern
its institutional policies and guide the church’s public advocacy

work.
While the document does not offer once-and-for-all answers
to contemporary questions about sexuality, it “seeks to tap
the deep roots of Scripture and the Lutheran theological
tradition” for Lutherans to discern what is “responsible and
faithful action,” according to the proposed statement.
The document contains sections on key Lutheran principles,
trust and human sexuality, social structures that enhance trust,
sexuality and trust in relationships, sexuality and social
responsibility, and a series of resolutions to incorporate the
statement into the mission and ministry of the ELCA.
”Sexuality has to do with relationships, and God has made us
relational beings,” said the Rev. Rebecca S. Larson, executive
director, ELCA Church in Society.
”The underlying question of this social statement, therefore,
is what makes right relationship. Our model is God’s
unfailingly, trustworthy relationship with people and creation.
No human relationship can thrive without trust. The social
statement therefore considers all human relationships and
social structures in light of what fosters trust, commitment
and protection for those who are vulnerable,” she said.
The call for trust is woven into the proposed statement’s
discourse about marriage, same-gender relationships, family
and children, commitment in relationships, adult
cohabitation, society, public ministry and more.
On the topic of marriage the document states that the historic
Christian tradition and the Lutheran Confessions recognize
marriage as a covenant between a woman and a man. In recent
decades the church has begun to understand “in new ways”
the need of same-gender couples who seek relationships of
“lif elong companionship and commitment as well as public
accountability and legal support for those commitments,” said
the statement.
The proposed statement acknowledges that “consensus does
not exist” among ELCA members on how to “honor”
committed same-sex relationships. The statement reflects
differing conclusions on the basis of biblical and theological
interpretation. Some members believe homosexuality is a sin
in their understanding of biblical teaching and natural law,
and some members believe homosexuality “reflects a broken
world in which some relationships do not pattern themselves
after the creation God intended.”
Some Lutherans believe same-gender relationships are to be
“honored and held to high standards and public
accountability” but do not equate these relationships with
marriage, and some believe that same-gender relationships are
to be held to the same “rigorous standards, sexual ethics and
status as heterosexual marriage,” said the statement.
Despite the varying viewpoints, the church encourages all
people to live out their faith with “profound respect for the
conscience-bound belief of the neighbor,” said the proposed
statement.
The document calls on congregations to be safe places for
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Mark 1:29-34

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
1 Doris Adams
1 Steve Twilley
3 Gwendolyn Hebert
3 Caden Lowe
4 Pastor Wes Hamlin
5 Chris Gannon
5 Shirley Gerhold
6 Kandy Lucas
7 Connie Howell
8 Chris Sohn
8 Dakota Madanat
8 Florence McGinniss
9 Dawn Guyer
10 Janet Lonergan
10 James Kehler
10 Shannon Wilson
11 Cameron Griffith
12 Alex Ingram
12 Mike Lewis
12 Timothy Dodge
13 Barbara Barker
14 Muriel Kuhlman
14 Nancy Burkett
16 Anne Dawson
17 Heather Fitzgerald
18 Rebekah Kent
20 Jill Racz
20 John Burkett
21 Jay Adams
23 Mark Nauman
23 Rex Batchelor
25 Mark A. Nauman
27 Karen Orsini
28 Barbara Messick
29 Kathy Hamstead

29 Melissa Kehler
29 Tim Wilson
29 Ralph Willis
31 Gabriel Cote, Jr.
31 Tammy Kehler

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
3 Mr. & Mrs. Richard

Luiken
9 Mr. & Mrs. James

Kehler
16 Mr. & Mrs. Scott

Wright
21 Mr. & Mrs. Glen

Mumford
23 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel

Haggerty
23 Mr. & Mrs. Ted

Ressler
31 Mr. & Mrs. Jay

Konesey

children and youth, and it calls for education on human
sexuality for children and youth.
”Degrees of physical intimacy should be carefully matched to
degrees of growing affection and commitment,” stated the
document. For this reason, the document calls the church to
oppose “non-monogamous, promiscuous or casual sexual
relationships.”
The statement addresses the topic of the value of friendship,
adult cohabitation, and Lutheran opposition of sexual
exploitation within and outside the church. It also asks that
justice for women in church and society continue to be an
important dimension of Lutheran response.
”When approved, Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust will be
the 10th social statement of the ELCA,” said Larson. “All social
statements are developed through at least a five-year process
in a broadly participatory way.”
”Human sexuality infuses all of life from the time we are born
until the time we die. It is also social. Economics, business
and advertising, social roles, medicine and science are all
relevant to human sexuality and the ways we act in relationship
to others. How to use this gift in a way that honors God and
serves the neighbor is a critical issue, particularly in this
culture,” Larson said.
A draft of the social statement was given to ELCA members
in March 2008 for study, review and feedback.
Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust “reflects what the task force
heard from this church in response to the draft social
statement,” said Larson.
”The theological section has been both focused and expanded.
The role of God in creation and the role of law in our lives
has been made more prominent. There is more material on
how Lutherans approach social ethics from a perspective of
faith. The order of the sections has been changed to deal with
the intersection between the individual and social aspects of
human sexuality,” she said. “Also, it is 1,000 words shorter.”
Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust completes a directive from
the 2001 ELCA Churchwide Assembly to develop a social
statement on human sexuality.
The task force also released a “Report and Recommendation
on Ministry Policies” to the 2009 Churchwide Assembly
regarding the professional leadership of the church on Feb.
19. This document completes a directive from the 2007
assembly to address and make recommendations on changes
to policies that preclude Lutherans in committed, same-gender
relationships from the ELCA’s professional rosters.
The proposed social statement and the report and
recommendation on ministry policies are two separate
documents. They are open to review by the ELCA Church
Council — the church’s board of directors — and will be
considered by the 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.

“Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust” is available at http://
www.elca.org/faithfuljourney on the ELCA Web site.

Mark 1 : 12-13
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The Reporter
R e f o r m a t i o n’ s
Email Prayer Chain
is a group of people who
have agreed to set aside
prayer time for specific
people as requested. These
people are not necessarily
on the public worship
prayer list and remain on the network list for one month. If
you wish to include someone on the prayer list or if you would
like to be part of this vital ministry, please e-mail Sharon
Trotman, our church administrative assistant, at
rlcsecr19963@aol.com or call her at the church office at 422-
9117.  If you wish to participate in the prayer chain, you may
contact coordinator Trish Boyer at 2trish@comcast.net or phone
her at 422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday
Mornings. If you would like to add someone or there is
someone on the current list whose condition indicates that
we could remove his or her name, please call the church office.
Leanne Wharton Vera Gregg
David Snyder Jim Reed
Barbara Donnellan Sarah Lee Kehler
Pam Reichhold Bill Loderhose
Faye Denkenberger James Farlow
Susie Bennett Joyce Emory Perry
Linda Plummer Bea Strahle
Arlene Joe Ouge
Amy Stahr Samuel
Mike Herhold David Blackwelder
Jean Baker Dan Maher
Bonnie Russell Matthew Brooks
Dennis Theresa Leyden
Don Scherer Bill Hayt
Madi Dodge Janet Westphal
Dominick Karen Oldland
Alfred Wellman Barbara Kane
Jo DuBois Karen Ritter
Robert Woy Kelly Coherd
Doris Bryant Joan Fetterman
The Cresson Family

Correction
The Editor expresses his apologies to the Knit & Pray
Group for the miscommunication in February’s Reporter.
The Knit & Pray group continues to meet weekly on Tues-
days.
There is in fact a Quilting Bee that
meets monthly on Thursday’s from
9:00am - 12 noon.  You may contact
Dottie Lofland (684-8462)  if you are
interested in this group.


