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“To do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” - Micah 6:8

Dear Friends in Christ,
With cold damp weather persisting into March it is hard to think of Easter. 
The earth around is still dormant and the skies are still gray.  It is winter, at
least as much of winter as we get.  With Easter falling so early this year, it
seems we have barely celebrated Christmas.

The date of Easter is determined by the lunar calendar.  This corresponds
with the Jewish practice of celebrating Passover according to the Exodus 12:
the first month of the year on the 14th day.  So for us the early church fathers
set it this way:  the First Sunday after the first full moon of the Spring Equinox. 
That means that sometime during the week between Palm Sunday and Easter
there is a full moon.  2008 is a leap year which makes the Spring Equinox fall
on March 19th.

We will not be releasing butterflies on Easter Morning.  An outside Sunrise
Service would be pretty cold, there could even be snow in our area.  There
will be very few signs of Spring in our yards or surrounding fields.  It could
very well be dark, gray, and snow flurries.  But the celebration of Resurrection
will bring life and hope and salvation into the darkest places of our lives.
Song of Solomon carries this wonderful passage:

“My beloved speaks and says to me:  “Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away;
for now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come,
and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.”

Easter brings this promise, through the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus, of
new life; transforming that which is dark and filled with death into new life,
bursting forth in bloom and song.  I hope that all of God’s children will
come together to celebrate that which brings life;  the gracious love of God
poured out through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.
In His grace and service,

Sunday of the Passion
Palm Sunday, March 16th
Holly Communion: 8:30am &
11:00am Worship

Wednesday, March 19th
Lenten Soup Supper: 6:30pm -
8:00pm

Maundy Thursday, March 20th
Seder Meal: 6:00pm
Holy Communion: 8:00pm Worship
Footwashing & Stripping of the Altar

Good Friday, March 21st
Tenebrae: 7:30pm Worship

Saturday, March 22nd
Sanctuary Cleaning for Easter:
9:00am - Noon

Ressurection of Our Lord
Easter Sunday, March 23rd
Sunrise Holy Communion: 6:30am
Worship
Festival of Easter Holy Communion:
8:30am & 11:00am Worship
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Musings
from the Director of

Family Ministries

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
 “…she laughed…”  It is the rye
laugh of the unbelieving heart.
“Sure, sure, like that is going to
happen.”  Dear Sarah is listening

through the tent flap and hears that she and Abraham,
old as they are, will have a son together.  Sarah laughs
and not with joy.  Here laughter is from a hurting heart.
At this stage in her disappointment she is more cynic than
believer. In all of this she is deeply ashamed, for when
asked why she laughed, Sarah says she laughed not.
We are more than halfway through our Lenten pilgrimage.
Our liturgical practices have limited the expression of
pleasure and joy that we might normally exude in our
worship.  Joyful and pleasure filled praise is missing.  As
we contemplate our sinful selves and the havoc this sin
brings to ourselves, our loved ones, our neighbors and
even creation our laughter mirrors that of Sarah’s and we
feel deep shame.
The world seems to have so little pure joy to offer.  Too
much humor is angry and hurtful.  Laughing at someone
is permissible and even encouraged. We are tormented
by our own pain and too often turn that pain onto others.
Hurting people often do hurtful things.  As Sarah laughed
outside the tent, we laugh with no joy in our hearts.
Soon it will be Easter!  I look forwarded to laughing like a
fool.  A fool I am for Easter is foolishness to the
nonbeliever and the world in general.  Death is
undermined and its power is removed.  Ah, yes, it is “hard
to dance with the devil on your back.”  Joyful, pleasure
filled laughter is the same. Easter throws the devil off and
we are free to have joy.
Now Sarah, despite her unbelief knew this joy, too.  For,
“The LORD was good to Sarah and kept His promise.
Although Abraham and Sarah were very old, Sarah had a
son exactly at the time God had said.” His name, Isaac
means laughter.  Sarah said, “God made me laugh.  Now
everyone will laugh with me.”  She might have added,
“and not at me.”
It is grace pure and simple.  An unbelieving heart is given
the gift of faith through God’s act.  Yes, the world may
laugh at us as we laugh with God in His victory over sin,
death and the devil.  Yet, in God’s time all will laugh the

Soup Suppers
Wednesdays,  6:30pm – 8:00pm

Soup Providers
     Mar. 5th WELCA
    Mar. 12th Evangelism
    Mar. 19th Congregation Council
Program:  “ THE LORD’S PRAYER: Entering into
God’s Country”
The Lord’s Prayer may be the
best known and best loved prayer
in history.  And yet this prayer
that Jesus himself gave us is
almost mysterious in its
simplicity.  We continue to
explore the petitions and the
structure of the Lord’s Prayer with an interactive program
of video, conversation, and activities.

FRIDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY

The Gospel of Mark, believed to
be the earliest Gospel written, is
a rich and inspiring writing.
Fridays at 10:30am we gather for
Bible Study exploring this
scripture and learning to apply

its teachings to our lives.  This is an open group and all
are welcome to attend.

Stretch and
Pray

STRETCH & PRAY WILL RESUME
ON MONDAY, APRIL 7TH.  This small
group does yoga exercises that combine
traditional yoga and meditative prayer
positions.  It is adaptable for all abilities. 
The group meets from 6:30pm to 7:10pm

joyful, pleasure filled laugh that comes when grace
abounds.
Your Sister in Christ,
Sandra Wachter-Myers
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on Monday evenings in the Narthex.  All are welcome. 
Bring a mat or beach towel for the floor, wear loose
clothing and relax with us.

TEEN BIBLE STUDY
The youth group will be
sponsoring a Bible Study for
those ages 14 – 18.  It is held on
every Tuesday from 7:00pm –
8:00pm at the home of Neal
Richard, 628 Beechwood Ave., Milford, DE.  We will be
using material from the Delaware-Maryland Synod
website.  Light refreshments will be provided.  If anyone
has any questions or needs directions, please contact Neal
Richard: (302) 265-2115, or by e-mail,
NAR1824@comcast.net.  Feel free to bring a friend.  If you
could please contact Neal Richard so he can have an idea
of how many to plan on, that would be greatly appreciated. 
We look forward to seeing you.
 

Knit and Pray
We are continuing with our prayer
shawls for those in our prayers. 
The group meets on Tuesday
mornings from 11:00am to Noon. 
For those who are not able to
attend at that time you may

participate by picking up a pattern from Pastor Ranney. 
When our shawls are completed we will have a prayer of
blessing at worship and give them to people in need of
God’s surrounding love.  There is also a pattern available
for a child’s sweater for a program run by Guideposts for
any one interested.

Bible School &
GODSPEED

CELEBRATION
On Sunday, June 29th, there will
be one service held at 11:00am
to celebrate the conclusion of
Vacation Bible School AND
honor Pastor John’s tenure with Reformation.  This will

be John’s LAST Sunday as Pastor for Reformation
Lutheran Church.

Worship & Music
The Worship & Music Committee will be meeting at
12noon on Sunday, March 9th and again on April 6th.  All
interested in serving on this committee are welcome to
the meeting.
 

Cleaning of the
Sanctuary

On Saturday, March 22nd, we will be
washing all the pews, the altar and
vacuuming the floors; shining the silver
communion ware and generally
sprucing up the entire worship area for
Easter Sunday. This could be done in a
couple of hours if plenty of help shows
up. Please consider giving us a little bit
of your time.  “Many hands make light
work.”

A Reformation
Favorite

As a special request, here is the recipe
for Belinda Bahder’s Potato Soup Recipe
that Kathy Hubbard was famous for
bringing to the Lenten Soup Suppers:

• 15-17 fist size potatoes or larger;
peel and cook until done.

• 4 cups instant mashed potatoes
- use flakes

• 4-5 onions - sauté in microwave with some
butter until done

• 3 1/2 cups of milk
• 1 stick of margarine
• Salt & pepper to taste
• 1/2 cup sour cream (optional)
• 2 cups water

Add all together in large pot and simmer.  Use hand
masher on potatoes.
Thanks Belinda, Mary K. & Trish!!  This could be the start of
a great column in The Reporter!!  hint, hint . . .
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Happy
Thoughts
All of us want to be happy.  If we

could witness the secret heart at the
center of every life we would find a
particular shape of the desire for
happiness.  While many of the same
things make us happy, family, health,

recognition, etc., there are many visions of what will make
us happy.  Within our consumer culture, the advertising
industry artfully manipulates most visions of happiness
and reduces them to one version, happiness is having.
There is also a Christian vision of happiness.

The Christian vision of what makes us happy must
first discard the notion that happiness is a feeling.  If
happiness is merely a feeling, it will depend on too much
that can possibly change.  And if it can change, we will be
insecure, and that’s not happy.

For the Christian, happiness ultimately resides in what
does not change, as something given to us in faith.  God
is good.  The cosmos and everything in it, including
ourselves, is God’s creation.  All things manifest the
goodness of God and all things celebrate themselves as
good creatures when they are most themselves, when they
are their best when helping creation to flourish.  When
we are being the very best creatures we can become, we
are not only obediently fulfilling God’s plan, we are also
celebrating our own goodness in God.  The simplest things
in our life are more than merely themselves; they are
vehicles of the goodness of creation.  Our life, known
and discovered within the goodness of God, is the good
life, is happiness.

But life is the proverbial journey, full of change,
sometimes with changes which affect us deeply, the death
of a spouse, ill health, depression, etc., the catalogue of
human suffering is immense.  What does a Christian
account of happiness say about such suffering?  From a
Christian perspective, tragedy and suffering are not
incompatible with happiness.  It sounds strange to our
ears to affirm a kind of happiness that is compatible with
sadness and grief.  The key to happiness from the point
of view of faith within the mystery of Christ is the ability
to love well.  “Happiness is not about how well things are
going for us; it is about how well we are going.” (Ellen
Charry, Princeton Theological Seminary)  And how well
we are going derives from the fact of God being for us,
with us, of loving us to the end, even to death, death on a
cross.

Personalities formed by the love of God offer resilience
to the things that can happen against us.  We discover
within us a life given to us in Baptism.  This life becomes
our center and orientation; it springs from God’s creative
hand and flows back to God’s bosom.  Our happiness
resides in the goodness of God given to us in creation, in
the celebrated goodness of everything we can see and know
and love.  At the heart of creation is the creative love of
God.  The love of God is even more intensely, and more
personally revealed, in the goodness of our redemption,
in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, in the goodness
of the love of Christ.  God has us from every angle.  What
can separate us from the love of Christ?  What can take
away the happiness God gives us and desires for us?
Nothing.  Madison Avenue can’t sell this happiness.  It’s
free.  And because it is absolutely free, we are happy
campers.

Yours in Christ,
Vicar Marcel

ELCA Presiding
Bishop’s Easter

Message 2008
“For you have died, your life is hidden with Christ
in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed,
then you also will be revealed with him in glory.”
(Colossians 3:3-4)

”You have died.” The words resonate because this world’s
violence and suffering—so pervasive, so needless, so
relentless—haunt every human community and life.
Where death rules, hope lies entombed in endless grief.
Another death—the crucifixion of Jesus—changed
everything. God is not hidden, but present through
suffering, sorrow, and death. Jesus is God’s resounding
“yes!” to the steadfastness of God’s forgiving love,
embodied on a cross.
The death of Jesus shows no partiality. It was for all nations
and all people—for them, for you, for me. Your life is now
with Christ. In baptism you have died. Hidden with
Christ, no longer entombed in grief, your life carries the
promise of glory.
From that first day of resurrection onward, God has been
raising up messengers of salvation, heralds of peace, and
testif iers of the promised glory. You are a witness of the
hope to come. Quite simply, Christ is your life, my life,
our life. You have no other than this One who lives
resurrected in you.
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June

President - Dottie Lofland
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Joan Van Gorder
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2007 - 2008 Schedule (revised)

March 5, 2008 - WELCA following Soup Supper at church;
we provide the soup that evening.  Peggy Gallego provides

WELCA refreshments.

Hostesses
April 3, 2008 - Marge Reichold, 909 West Lane, Milford.
May 1, 2008 - Birthday Luncheon at Noon, Place to be

announced.
 June 5, 2008 - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish Luncheon at

Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook Beach

Help Wanted: Coffee Sellers following the 11:00amWorship
Services on 1st and 3rd Sundays.

Cut and Save

WELCA Sells Fair
Trade Coffee

on 1st and 3rd Sundays

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to work the sales table on Sunday
mornings. You need not be a member of WELCA to

volunteer.   Please bring exact change or
smaller denomination bills. Thank you!

Regular Whole Bean $5.25
Regular Drip $5.25
Decaf Whole Bean $6.25
Decaf Drip $6.25
French Vanilla Regular Drip $5.50
French Vanilla Decaf $6.50
Hazelnut Cream Regular Drip $5.50
Hazelnut Cream Decaf $6.50
Toffee Caramel Regular Drip $5.50
Toffee Caramel Decaf $6.50
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HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
1 Doris Adams
1 Steve Twilley
3 Gwendolyn Hebert
4 Pastor Wes Hamlin
5 Chris Gannon
5 Shirley Gerhold
6 Kandy Lucas
7 Connie Howell
8 Chris Sohn
8 Dakota Madanat
8 Florence McGinniss
9 Dawn Guyer
10 Janet Lonergan
10 Shannon Wilson
11 Cameron Griffith
11 Gerry Crane
12 Alex Ingram
12 Kirk Ranney
12 Mike Lewis
12 Timothy Dodge
13 Barbara Barker
14 Muriel Kuhlman
14 Nancy Burkett
16 Anne Dawson
17 Heather Rudd
18 Rebekah Kent
19 Margo Ranney
20 Jill Racz
20 John Burkett
21 Jay Adams

23 Benjamin Tucker
23 Mark Nauman
23 Rex Batchelor
25 Mark A. Nauman
27 Karen Orsini
27 William Irwin
28 Barbara Messick
29 Melissa Kehler
29 Tim Wilson
29 Ralph Willis

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
3 Mr. & Mrs. Richard

Luiken
16 Mr. & Mrs. Scott

Wright
21 Mr. & Mrs. Glen

Mumford
23 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel

Haggerty
23 Mr. & Mrs. Ted

Ressler
31 Mr. & Mrs. Jay

Konesey

Sunday,
March 9th
Daylight

Saving Time
Begins
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“Is There Any
Hope?”

The Rev. Dr. William L. Self
Easter, April 8, 2007

John 20:1-18
In the early part of World War II, a Navy submarine was
stuck on the bottom of the harbor in New York City. It
seemed that all was lost. There was no electricity and the
oxygen was quickly running out. In one last attempt to
rescue the sailors from the steel coffin, the U.S. Navy sent
a ship equipped with Navy divers to the spot on the
surface, directly above the wounded submarine. A Navy
diver went over the side of the ship to the dangerous
depths in one last rescue attempt. The trapped sailors
heard the metal boots of the diver land on the exterior
surface, and they moved to where they thought the rescuer
would be. In the darkness they tapped in Morse code, “Is
there any hope?” The diver on the outside, recognizing
the message, signaled by tapping on the exterior of the
sub, “Yes, there is hope.”
This is the picture of our dilemma as we worship this
glad Easter Day. Humankind is trapped in a dreadful
situation. All around we are running low on hope, and
we look for a word from beyond offering it to us. This
world in which we live is plagued with war and famine,
mounting debt and continual destruction. The more we
try to rescue ourselves the more we seem to fall behind.
We wonder: Is there any hope?
At a personal level, we are no different than the early
disciples who stood at the foot of the cross on Good Friday.
They saw their hope for the future die at that place. How
would they live? How could they go on? This Easter Day
those of us who preach see our pews filled with widows
who have seen their hope of a comfortable future slowly
die in hospital beds, or parents who have done their best
watch the culture destroy the children for whom they had
so ardently prayed. As a pastor, I see faithful fathers work
tirelessly at a job that will not guarantee that they can
feed, clothe or educate their family. Hope is snuffed out
when the word comes from the battlefield that an explosive
devise has taken the father of two beautiful children.
We all face the burden of aging, the destruction of family
life, debilitating diseases, unstable economy, and a culture
that appears to be crumbling from within, not to mention
the fact that there seems to be violence everywhere. We
see in all of this the emptiness of secularism in the celebrity
culture. We long for a word from the outside; and we cry
out to God, “Is there any hope?”

As we read the Easter
story, we see that the
word does come back,
and that the sum of that
story is yes, there is hope.
It comes in the form of
a Galilean carpenter,
crucified and resurrected
from the dead 2,000
years ago in an obscure
part of the world. The
accounts written about

him give witness to ten appearances after he was raised
from the dead, and the event of his resurrection has
become the spinal cord of a new community of faith that
formed around him. Not only was he resurrected, but
also he ascended to his father in heaven and now gives
the hope that we long to have.
Dr. E. Stanley Jones, the great Methodist missionary
preacher of the last century, was about to address a group
on Easter Sunday morning. On his way to the pulpit two
young ladies met him and said to him simply, “If you
have anything to say to us, say it now.” He preached his
heart out, and one of the young ladies made a profession
of faith in Jesus Christ, and her life was changed. The
other went out, and he never heard from her again. I
think the same thing is true of the church today. If we
have anything to say, this is the day in which it must be
said.
The historian Arnold Toynbee in his monumental work
“The Study of History” notes that there are four kinds of
saviors that have appeared on history’s stage. There is the
savior with a scepter who is a politician, the savior with a
book who is a philosopher, the savior with the sword who
is a military leader, and the savior who has presented
himself as a demigod. However, they all have succumbed
to the last enemy - they died. The Christian faith contends,
and I agree, that the only savior who is qualified to deliver
us, bring us hope, and to save us is Jesus of Nazareth, the
Galilean carpenter, because he is the only one to conquer
death.
Many years ago I was privileged to hear a lecture by Alan
Watts, a Zen Buddhist whose books at that time were
very popular. He said that Christians are too reticent in
their proclamation, too restrained. He said, “If I were a
Christian and believed my savior had been raised from
the dead, I would shout it from the rooftop, and I would
not be silent on the subject.” We must be reminded that
the belief of Jesus’ resurrection is not the belief that Jesus
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had simply gone to heaven after his death. The Easter
faith was always the belief that Jesus went through death
into a new sort of bodily existence in which his original
body was transformed into a body with new characteristics
and properties. The Apostle Paul makes it clear that our
bodies are not abandoned but rather are transformed.
The early Christians believed that this same thing actually
happened within this real world and that there is not only
life after death for all God’s people, but also God’s people
will be given new bodies like Jesus’ body to share in the
new Heaven and the new Earth that God will make. This
is why we pray “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on
Earth as it is in Heaven.”
Easter Day was the first answer to that prayer. This means
that Easter is about more than meets the eye. It is more
than “pie in the sky,” but instead it is the “Kingdom on
Earth as it is in Heaven.” This turns the focus from our
feelings to the needs of this world.
N. T. Wright, the British preacher, reminds us that this
needs to be clearly said, shouted from the rooftops, that
“the living God in principle dealt with evil once and for

all, and is now at work,
by His own Spirit, to
do for us and the
whole world what He
did for Jesus on that
first Easter Day.”
This resurrection was
not a once-in-a-lifetime, take-it-or-leave-it event. It is not
optional equipment for the Christian. Without it, Karl
Marx was probably right to say that “Christianity is a wish-
fulfilling religion.” Take it away and Friedrich Neitzche
was probably right to say that “Christianity is a religion
for wimps.” Put it back and you have a faith that can take
on this unbelieving world that has Marx, Neitzche and
Freud as its prophets. The foolishness of God is wiser
than the wisdom of men. This day is saying, “Hallelujah,
Christ has risen!”
This day it must be clear that all of us must realize that
the identical divine energy, which at first took Christ out
of the grave, is available still, not at the end of life, not at
the hour of death, but available here and now to help us
to live. Therein lies our hope. We say that Jesus is Lord of
the world and the rulers of this world are not. It not only
gives us personal hope but also gives us the strength to
work with other Christians around the world against
unjust systems and speak the truth of the Gospel wherever
we can. The power which on Easter Day shattered death
is now given to us to live. This vitalizes the most oppressed
and disillusioned and defeated of all people into a
resurrection personality and conquering soul. This is the
theme that inspires our music and preaching and
empowers our witness. The same power that rolled away
the stone that day is the power available for us for living
as well as for dying. In the words of John Donne, “Death
be not proud, thou hast died.” Christ has risen.
Hallelujah! Yes, there is hope!
Let us pray.
Eternal God, on this Easter Day, give us a renewed vision
of the hope that you have given to each of us and let us
know that we do not walk in this world alone, we do not
carry these burdens by ourselves, and that you love us
enough to give us care and comfort, for we pray in the
name of the resurrected Christ. Amen.
The Rev. Dr. William L. Self is senior pastor of Johns Creek
Baptist Church, Alpharetta, Ga. The congregation is a member
of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.
Day1, A division of the Alliance for Christian Media
http://www.day1.net



The Monthly Newsletter of
Reformation Evangelical Lutheran Church

Organized February 5, 1956

Church Office: PH (302) 422-9117; FAX (302) 422-9184
KIDS, Inc.: (302) 422-9099; Parsonage: (302) 422-6326

God’s Mission for Us
Through God’s grace, we commit ourselves as disciples

to heal hurts, to teach God’s word,
to discover God’s joys, and share the light,

love, and peace of Jesus Christ.
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The Reporter
Reformation’s Email
Prayer Chain is a group
of people who have
agreed to set aside prayer
time for specific people
as requested. These
people are not
necessarily on the public
worship prayer list and remain on the network list for
one month. If you wish to include someone on the prayer
list or if you would like to be part of this vital ministry,
please e-mail Sharon Trotman, our church administrative
assistant, at rlcsecr19963@aol.com or call her at the church
office at 422-9117.
If you wish to participate in the prayer chain, you may
contact coordinator Trish Boyer at 2trish@comcast.net or
phone her at 422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday
Mornings. If you would like to add someone or there is
someone on the current list whose condition indicates
that we could remove his or her name, please call the
church office.
David Snyder Marion Oglesby
Barbara Donnellan Pr. Mark Henry
Faye Denkenberger Sarah Lee Kehler
Susie Bennett Pam Reichhold
James Farlow Joyce Emory Perry
Linda Plummer Ethel
Mary Ann Linda Martha
Gerald Keith Linda
Ann Samantha Hannah
Mary Paul Richard
Kristin Jim Janet
Lynn Ray Jacob
George Linda James
Bruce Bernice Mindy
Andrew Charles Lois
Rachel Iris Nancy
Emily Doug Doris
Vicki Barbara Chester
Bonnie Helen Todd
Pam Robert Marilyn
Edith Wila Tom
Valerie Stacy Frances
Dominique Joy Jennifer
Hans Betty Dee
Renee Glenda Ruben
Maria John Rose
Dorothy Joyce Connie
Conrad Bobby Helen


