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Reflections
I read an interview recently of the great theologian, author, and teacher

at Yale for almost 40 years Dr. George Lindbeck.  What he shared in the
interview with Christian Century struck a familiar cord with me, since I’ve had
numerous conversations with folks over the past weeks on the issue he raises.

Here’s the question and his answer:
Question:  “If you were beginning now as a theologian, what course do you

imagine your career would take?”
Lindbeck:  “’A life less-planned is better’ is the gist of what I remember John

XXIII saying when he met with the delegated observers during Vatican II’s first session.
The Lord’s mercies ‘are new every morning’ was a verse he repeated every day when he
got up, for without that assurance, the unpredictability of the future would paralyze
him.  Every major event in his life had been unimaginable beforehand – something he
would have been totally unable to prepare for even if he wanted to – yet the preparation
had taken place.  What he said to me was that this unimaginability was for him one
of the Lord’s mercies, not because it saves time – though it does that, too – but because
it adds to the joy of life.”

Unimaginability.  Isn’t that a great made-up word?  My spell check
keeps reminding me it doesn’t exist.  But it does.  In the everyday blessings
and graces that come from God.  In his great love and acceptance of me and
you.  In his hidden will, revealed all too often in the backwards glance of our
lives as we sit and ponder where we have been and how we got where we are
right now.  In my answer to the often-asked question these days of “How are
we going to get a new pastor here at Reformation?”

I think that sometimes in life we just need to find the courage to not
push too hard at understanding the “whys” we face and to just live in joyful
expectation of the truly unimaginable things God might have in store for us.
Hands folded, please.  Hearts and minds open.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Sunday, June 7th – The Holy Trinity
Homily: “In This Year”
Text:  Isaiah 6: 1-8
Hymn of the Day: 661

Sunday, June 14th – Lectionary 11
Homily: “A Lesson in Planting”
Text: Mark 4: 26-34
Hymn of the Day: 764

Sunday, June 21st – Lectionary 12
Homily: “Lessons in the Storms”
Text: Mark 4: 35-41
Hymn of the Day: 763

Sunday, June 28th – Lectionary 13
Vacation Bible School Presentation

Sunday, July 5th – Lectionary 14
Homily: “The ‘If Only’ Syndrome”
Text: II Corinthians 12: 2-10
Hymn of the Day: 772

Sunday, July 12th – Lectionary 15
Homily: “An Unsilenced Voice”
Text: Mark 6: 14-29
Hymn of the Day: 812

Sunday, July 19th – Lectionary 16
Homily: “The Point/Counterpoint of
Life”
Text: Mark 6: 30-34. 53-56
Hymn of the Day: 532

Sunday, July 26th – Lectionary 17
Homily: “When We’re Overwhelmed”
Text: John 6: 1-21
Hymn of the Day: 611
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Reflections - Continued
I have room this month for a short item of humor

under the title of “children often absorb more in worship
than their parents might assume.”

Thus one parent tells this tale for all of us to enjoy:
“It had been awhile since our daughter Jennifer, 5, had
included the Lord’s Prayer in her bedtime prayers, leaving
her only to pray it during Sunday worship.  When I
suggested we pray it together one night, I was surprised
that she confidently recited it without missing a word,
but even more surprised when she ended it, ‘Amen.  Please
be seated.’”

- Pastor Ludwig

Musings
from the Director of Family

Ministries
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

“I guess God must be on
vacation.”  I’ve heard this quip from

someone who doesn’t understand the change to the
summer schedule.   One worship service, no Sunday
School and little activity in general may not mean God is
on vacation, but God’s people seem to be.  Who would
have thought that taking a vacation means not worshiping
or attending Sunday School?

This was not the behavior in my early lifetime.  In
the 1950’s our little church and Sunday School bulged at
the seams most of the year.  However, Sunday School
attendance dropped so low in the summer combined
classes were held.  A church picnic was held one Sunday
each summer.  The pastor and much of the congregation
traveled to a lake for worship and a potluck picnic.  One
teacher was all that was needed to provide Sunday School
back home.  She was there to teach whoever came that
morning.  She usually had 2 or 3 students. I guess my
sarcastic friend remembers the days when Church and
Sunday School never changed schedules even if attendance
dropped.

Does attendance need to drop?  What if God did
go on vacation?  How would it change things for you?  I
believe that our very existence depends on a present
creative God.  It is God who gives and sustains our breath
of life.  God’s vacation would leave me gasping for breath.

I wonder if when we take a vacation from God’s
family we let ourselves become a little breathless.  God is

present in our worship.  God is present in the scripture
and the preaching.  God is present in the sacraments.
God is present in our midst when we gather in the name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  God’s
grace holds us, molds us, heals us and offers us perfect
rest.  Why do so many deny themselves the fellowship of
the family of grace?

Several learning activities are offered this summer.
We don’t have that one faithful teacher available to teach
whoever shows up for Sunday School, but some education
is being offered.  1st Communion Instruction, Vacation
Bible School, Friday Bible Study, “Book of Faith” study
and Bible Class for Parents are offered at different times
during the summer.  This Reporter has information on
all of these.  In addition to Sunday Worship, consider
participating in a study this summer.

God knows we all need rest.  What better place to
rest than in the family and place of God’s grace.
Your Sister in Christ,
Sandra Wachter-Myers

Summer Worship
Summer worship of Word and
Sacrament takes place each
Sunday at 9:00am.  Worship
often and regularly during
these summer months as we
continue to serve as Christ’s

hands and presence in Milford.

Friday Morning
Bible Study

The Friday morning Bible study concludes “Faith: Confidence
and Doubt in Daily Life.”  Based on a small group study by
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Martin Marty, through reading scripture
and discussion we will consider faith’s
action and faith’s power.  There is no Friday
study for the remainder of June nor in July.
August 7th at 10:30am the Friday study
begins a new series “Some New Testament
Women and What They Can Teach Us.”

First Communion
Instruction

June 7th, 14th, and 21st instruction in Holy
Communion is offered to children in
Kindergarten through grade 5.   Parents
are to attend with their children.  Classes
meet following worship at 10:00am and
run for 30 minutes.   Any child who has
not had communion instruction is
encouraged to attend this class.

Staff Summer
Vacations

The following staff members will be
taking vacation during this summer:

Sandra Wachter-Myers – July 12th-
August 1st

Mary Lu Wilson – July 22nd-29th

Pastor Ludwig – July 13th-17th (Camp
Nawakwa) and August 21st-23rd

Vacation Bible
School

Discovery Canyon is just
around the rim!  (WHO:
Olivia the Owl is looking
for You-You-YOU!)  Mark
your calendars and grab
your hiking gear.  This is a
week packed with rockin’
music, energy-packed
games, and amazing Bible

stories.
Date:  June 22nd through 26th

Time:  9:00am to Noon
WHO: YOU!
For more information call 422-9117.  Register today.  Invite
family, neighbors and friends!  Come and Discover!
Item needed for VBS: shoeboxes with lids, coffee cans with
lids, toilet paper tubes.  Please place items in the VBS tub.

VBS Navajo
Lutheran Mission

School Project

A special offering will be
received during Vacation
Bible School.  The Mission
Offering will go toward
supporting the Navajo
Lutheran Mission School
in Point Rock, less than
100 miles from the Grand
Canyon.  More than fifty
years ago this school was started by evangelical Lutheran
missionaries and rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  The
school serves kindergarten through grade 6.  Those who attend
are taught basic reading, writing and arithmetic as well as
provided with a Christian education.  Art, drama, music,
health and wellness are included in the curriculum of the
school.  Shower and hygiene kits are provided for students
from homes with no electricity or running water.  The Navajo
Lutheran Mission School works in partnership with the Navajo
people to form a community that is rooted in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, and seeks to meet the educational, health, social

and spiritual need of the
Navajo People.  If you
would like to contribute to
the VBS Navajo Lutheran
Mission School Project
you may write a check to
Reformation Lutheran
Church and write
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“Mission Project” on the memo, or place cash in an envelope
and write “Mission Project” on the envelope.

VBS is free.  An offering is received daily and this money is
used to help cover the cost of the program.  The “mission
project” is an offering received specifically for the mission.

Discovery Canyon
VBS Staff

Director/Worship Leader: Sandra Wachter-Myers
Assistant Director: Jill Racz
Administrator: Sharon Trotman
Storyteller: Paul Hayes
Cavern Crafts: Karolyn Hayes, Adara Ryan
Shadow Science: Joyce Nauman,
Gully Games: Jessop Bawek
Red Rock Rhythm: Sandra Wachter-Myers
Canyon Cuisine: Gesine Abrutyn, Jessica
Tims
Worship Leader: Dakota Madanat
Youth Workers: James Batchelor, Levi Dodge,
Cameron Griffith, Matthew Oldland

Guides:
Owls Becca Guyer, Alex Huey
Spiders Katy Johnson
Rattlesnakes Hilary Emory
Mantis Marie Gruwell
Burros Ashley Snyder
CoyotesMelyssa  Ryan
Lizards Mary Currie
Foxes Kevin Longergan

More staff is needed to help cover all activities.  Would you
like to help?  Please contact Sandra Wachter-Myers as soon as
possible if you want to be part of this great adventure!

VBS Celebration
Sunday

Our Reformation family and
friends are cordially invited to the
VBS closing program; Discovery
Canyon’s special closing
celebration!

Date: Sunday, June 28th

Time: 9:00am
What: VBS worship service with music, songs, and celebrations
as part of our Holy Communion worship.
WHO:  YOU!

ELCA Book of
Faith Initiative

Book of Faith. Open Scripture.
Join the Conversation.  This is
an ELCA initiative to open
scripture to more people.
Come.  Join the conversation

on three nights in August.  We gather on August 3rd, 10th &
17th from 7:00pm to 8:30pm each evening.  The Bible is the
most popular book in human history, appearing in hundreds of
languages around the world.  Where did it come from?  How did the
Bible get written?  How did it come to be our essential and cherished
book of faith?  Most importantly, what can we accomplish as disciples
of Jesus Christ when we know the whole story?  For three nights we
will look at the answer to the question How Did the Bible Come
to be Our Book of Faith?  Contact Sandra Wachter-Myers if you
would like more information.

Gift Bibles for
Third Graders

It has been Reformation
Lutheran’s tradition to give Bibles
to students in third grade. This is
one of Reformation’s Milestone
Ministries.  This August,
preparation to receive these Bibles
is offered.  All children about to
enter Third Grade or having
completed grade three are asked to attend a learning session
on Sunday, August 16th at 10:00am.  This learning experience
is for these children and their parents.  Children who attend
this gathering will receive their Bibles on Sunday, September
13th.  It is important for parents to attend August 16th because
there is some preparation to complete before September 13th.
If you have questions or need more information, contact
Sandra Wachter-Myers at (302) 629-3479 or
sacawamy@yahoo.com.  Remember, “God’s Word is a lamp
for our feet.”

back to school
blessings

Plan now for the “Backpack
Blessing” on August 16th at
9:00am.  Bring backpacks,
briefcases, lunch boxes, etc.   All
children and school staff will be
receive a special blessing.
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WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS
Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June
luncheon meetings are held at 12 Noon.

President - Dottie Lofland
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Joan Van Gorder
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2008 - 2009 Meeting Hostesses:

June 4th - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish Luncheon
at Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook Beach

Please sign up at the kiosk in the narthex.

Clip & Save

High School
Quilts

A very special “Thank you!” to Mary Rudd Deeter who
skillfully organized and supervised the High School Senior
quilt project; one of Reformation’s Milestone Ministries.  Seven
quilts were made and presented to seven seniors.  Thanks to
the following people for working on the senior quilts:
Karen Oldland
Pat Kost
Kristin Schlegel
Gwen Hebert
Karolyn Hayes
Sandra Wachter-Myers
Janet Yonkers
Michele Engelsiepen
Lezlie Eustis
Kevin Lonergan, Sr.

A note of thanks from Mary:
Many hands in this congregation
took this project to heart.  We
gained confidence in our own
abilities as we worked together,
growing and learning from each
other.   Thanks to everyone who
came together to help the Christian

Education Committee.
Mary Rudd Deeter

We begin now preparing for next May’s Senior Class.
Donations of fabric are being accepted.  Please note; fabric
pieces should be no less than ½ yard.  Plain white and colored/
patterned fabrics are needed. Place fabric in the “Fabric”
bucket located in the entrance.  Coming soon, quilt work dates
in August.  Many hands make for less work!

Profile
Committee

Update
The Profile Committee has completed the Congregational
Mission Profile and it has been sent to Mary Miller-Zurell,
assistant to the Bishop.  She will review our information
and may request clarification or
additional details, which we will
respond to in an efficient manner.
The next step will be the formation
of the Call Committee and the
interview process.   Many thanks
to all the members of Reformation
who took time to complete the survey.  Your responses will

help the synod office search for candidates when the Call
Process is begun.  Also, your patience and prayers are greatly
welcomed as Reformation moves forward in faith.
Sue Owens, Chairperson

We welcome you
into the Body of

Christ
Gabrielle Alexis Varney was born
on Jan. 16, 2009 to Jonathon &
Kristin Varney-Wilson and was
baptized on Sunday, May 3,
2009.

Gettysburg
Seminary

Pastor Ludwig was recently re-elected Chairman of the Board
of Directors for the Lutheran
Theological Seminary at
Gettysburg for another two-year

term.  He was also re-elected Chair of the Easter Cluster of
Lutheran Seminaries (Gettysburg, Philadelphia, and Southern)
Board of Directors.

Quilts presented 5/17/09.
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Financial
Picture

Many people have asked recently
about the financial health of
Reformation Lutheran.  The financial
accounting in the bulletin each week
just shows giving for the week before
against the budget per week.  But as
everyone knows, expenses are rarely

linear.  So, here is a better picture of our finances as of April
30th:

Giving to Date (April 30): $130,303.41
Expenses to Date (April 30): $111,822.25
Overage/(deficit): $18,481.16

Epilepsy
Foundation to

Visit
Reformation

The Epilepsy Foundation of
Delaware will be visiting
Reformation Lutheran Church
on Thursday, June 18th at
6:15pm. to educate the public
about epilepsy.  This is a 45 minute seminar called “Seizure
Recognition and First Aid”.   Did you ever want to know what
causes a seizure, or exactly what to do when a student is having
a seizure?   If so, you are welcomed to attend this free
informational class to find the answers to those and many
other questions about epilepsy.   Knowledge is Empowerment! 
Please contact Mary Lu Wilson at (302) 422-9099 for more
information.

2009 Confirmands
The following students successfully completed
Confirmation instruction and confirmed their faith
by Affirmation of Baptism on The Day of Pentecost,
Sunday, May 31st:

Britt any Batchelor
Caleb Cresson
Madison Dodge
Drew Fox
Stephen Fox
Cameron Griffith
Alexander Huey
Dakota Madanat
Adara Ryan

Sussex County
Habitat for

Humanity
ReStore

The Sussex County Habitat for
Humanity ReStore, open to the
public, accepts donations from
individuals and builders including
new or gently used appliances,
cabinets, doors, windows and
furniture for re-sale to the public.
Prices are well below retail.   All
profits from the ReStore are used
to build more houses with county

families.  Donors and volunteers can call 855-1156.  Please
visit www.sussexcountyhabitat.org to explore the ReStore site and
volunteer opportunities.  Store hours: Wed., Thu., and Fri.
10:00am-5:00pm and Sat. 10:00am-3:00pm.
Denise M. Jackson, ReStore Manager
Restore1@sussexcountyhabitat.org
107 Depot Street
Georgetown, DE 19947
Ph: (302) 855-1156
Fax: (302) 855-9262

Knit & Pray
The Knit n’ Pray group continues to meet
on Tuesdays at 11:00am.  You are welcome
to join them or pick up a pattern for the
various projects and work on your own as
your schedule allows.

Women’s
deveotional

Group growing
The recently formed
Women’s Deveotional
Group continues meet on
the second Tuesday
evening of every month.
The next meeting will be
Tuesday, June 9th.  We will meet at the church from 6:30pm
- 7:30pm.  Come enjoy fellowship and a short devotional.  You
are welcomed and encouraged to bring a friend.  If you have
any questions, please contact Karen Oldland (302) 752-7130.

Choir Practices
The Handbell Choir practices every Thursday at 6:30pm.
All “ringers” are welcome!!
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The Adult Choir pratices every
Thursday at 7:30pm.  No experience
necessary, just a desire to praise God
with voice and song!!
The Youth Choir practices on
Sunday mornings at 9:30am before
Sunday Church School.  All youth

Grade 6 and under are welcome!

TEEN BIBLE STUDY
The youth group continues to
sponsor a Bible Study for those ages
14 – 18.  It is held on every
WEDNESDAY from 7:00pm –
8:00pm at the home of Neal
Richard, 628 Beechwood Ave., Milford, DE.  Light
refreshments will be provided.  If anyone has any questions or
needs directions, please contact Neal Richard: (302) 265-2115,
or by e-mail, NAR1824@comcast.net.  Feel free to bring a friend.

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

JUNE
2 Michael Callahan
2 Jake McDuff
2 Jeanne Coherd
3 Alex Ortiz
4 Billy Koch
4 Tyler Twilley
5 Beth Gannon
5 Kurt Sohn
7 Susie Burkett
7 Dottie Lofland
7 Gabrielle Johnson
7 Zachary Siok
10 Linda Caccamise
12 Tracey Lewis
13 Daniel Howell
13 Daniel McGinniss
14 Emily Hagert
14 Ted Ressler
15 Joe DeLuca

SundaySundaySundaySundaySunday
June 21sJune 21sJune 21sJune 21sJune 21sttttt

15 Alice Daino
15 Pat Kost
15 Karen Oldland
15 Kim Huey
17 Denise Whitman
17 William Wolter, Jr.
18 Gesine Abrutyn
19 Jenna McDuff
21 Paul Hayes
23 Andrea Fleming
25 Judy Sharp
26 Courtney Raihall
28 Sheree Warren
30 Edward Daino

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
JUNE
5 Mr. & Mr s. David

Dingess
8 Mr. & Mr s. Jay Adams

8 Mr. & Mr s. Kevin
Gruwell

10 Mr. & Mr s. Neal
Richard

13 Mr. & Mr s. Bill Farlow
13 Mr. & Mr s. Carl Nilsson
13 Mr. & Mr s. Russ

Gemmill
15 Mr. & Mr s. Ralph Willis
18 Mr. & Mr s. Michael

Wajda
18 Mr. & Mrs. John

Eustis, Jr.
19 Mr. & Mr s. William

Loderhose
21 Mr. & Mr s. Patricia

Hermann
23 Mr. & Mrs. Kirby

Fitzgerald
24 Mr. & Mr s. Richard

Hayward
25 Mr. & Mr s. Kerwin

Boyer
27 Mr. & Mr s. James

Fleming
28 Mr. & Mr s. Robert Walls

happy
BIRTHDAY

JULY
3 Ginny Hannah
3 T.J. Hosmer
3 Joseph Ouge
4 Clif ton Mumford
4 Audrey Staats
4 Justice Roberts
7 Daniel Weimer
7 Marshall Hobbs
7 Susan Emory
9 Rose Nailor
9 Joan Van Gorder
9 Rachel Lucas
10 Jane Towers
11 Patrick O’Boyle

12 Christine Lewis
12 Jessica Jones
12 Renate McKenzie
12 Peggy Tlasek
12 Madison Dodge
15 Sean Hannah
16 Pamela Callahan
16 Richard Johnson
17 J.R. Griffith
18 Kristen Johnson
19 Pastor David

Blackwelder
19 Hilary Emory
19 Matthew Kimmey
19 Pamela Gruwell
23 Alexandra

Fleming
23 Eva Marie Gruwell
24 Phillip Carlino
27 Drexel Siok
27 Pearl Bock
29 James Batchelor
29 John Dickson
29 Seth Flemiing
30 Arlene Wilkerson
31 Melanie Koch

happy
ANNIVERSARy
JULY
5 Mr. & Mr s. Donn

Steele
11 Mr. & Mrs.

George Caccamise
15 Mr. & Mr s. Steve

Vansant
24 Mr. & Mrs. David

Snyder
25 Mr. & Mrs.

Donald Abrutyn
26 Mr. & Mrs. Peg

Steele
27 Pastor & Mrs.

David Blackwelder
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The Reporter
R e f o r m a t i o n’ s
Email Prayer Chain
is a group of people who have
agreed to set aside prayer time
for specific people as
requested. These people are
not necessarily on the public
worship prayer list and
remain on the network list for
one month. If you wish to include someone on the prayer list or if
you would like to be part of this vital ministry, please e-mail Sharon
Trotman, our church administrative assistant, at rlcsecr19963@aol.com
or call her at the church office at 422-9117.  If you wish to participate
in the prayer chain, you may contact coordinator Trish Boyer at
2trish@comcast.net or phone her at 422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday Mornings.
If you would like to add someone or there is someone on the current
list whose condition indicates that we could remove his or her name,
please call the church office.

David Snyder Jim Reed
Sarah Lee Kehler Voshell Hutchins
Bill Loderhose Faye Denkenberger
James Farlow Susie Bennett
Joyce Emory Perry Linda Plummer
Bea Strahle Joe Ouge
Mike Herhold David Blackwelder
Bonnie Russell Theresa Leyden
Madi Dodge Karen Oldland
Jo DuBois Karen Ritter
Robert Woy Kelly Coherd
Joan Fetterman Corinne Cresson
George Sharp Sue Burkett
Todd Hannah Vera Gregg
Leo Grove Helene Reed
Marybrook Brown Marty Martell
Doris Bryant Mona Neeson
Carl Nilsson Sam Brewer
Ronny Davidson Mary K. Konesey
Dale Leyden Arlene
Kim Sherry
Eva Farlow

John 6:1-15


