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So, Now the Pastor’'s Here . . .
from Pastor Evers

Our Mission
Through God's grace
we commit ourselves &
disciples to heal hurt
to teach God's worg
to discover God’s joys
and share the lig
love, and peace

Jesus Christ.
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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

You have all been working hard, haven't you? With no
regularly called pastor, | bet things have been crazy. And
now, there’s a sigh of relief, right? Well, hold that sigh for
a minute. Let’s take a quick look at some words from the
Apostle Paul:

“UThe gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, Sc
evangelists, some pastors and teaéhersquip the saints for the work of ministry,

for building up the body of Christuntil all of us come to the unity of the faith and

e of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full statur
. of Christ.**We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by
Reformation every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful schemir

Lutheran Church 5But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is th
613 Lakeview Avenuell head, into Christ®from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every
Milford, Delaware 19968 /ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes tt

Ph: (302) 422-9177 R body’s growth in building itself up in lové&Ephesians 4:11-16)

Fax: (302) 422-9184 § Now, according to the Bible, why did Christ give the gifts for some to be pastors? “
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” Not
“so that the pastor could do all the ministry,” but so that the pastor’s service coul
build up the saints (that’s you, by the way), and equip them (all of us) for ministr
| love preaching, teaching, visiting, counseling, and working with members of th
church. Why? First, to announce the good news of Christ’s love for you. T
build people up in their identity as “new creations” in Christ, set free from sin and
death by the power of the Holy Spirit. And then, just as importantly, to equip and
8am-4p guide and encourage people to live out that new identity! Pastoral ministry isn
about “doing all the work of the church.” It's about feeding the faith of people,

Worship Services: encouraging and guiding them, so that they are empowered to live out the love
Sept. - May Jesus and the freedom of the Holy Spirit in daily life. As neighbors, friends, c
8:30am & 11-:00am workers, parents, children, spouses: in all of these roles, we can serve Christ.
DA\ witnessing to God'’s love, by caring for those society leaves behind, by bearing
burdens of the sick and lonely, by singing, by praying, by teaching, by simply lovi
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Pastor’'s Message Continues

others in Jesus’ name, we can all actively be a part of
God'’s saving mission in this community. | am excited to

Our Church Leaders:

Head of the Church: Jesus, the Christ

e R e 2uy4a] b 2 part of equpping Refomaton Luheran Church'
Secretary: Susan Emory 422-311 members to c‘ontlnue“to'gr'ow in thls”mlssmn work.
Treasurer Lisa Mallard 4222844 And yes, | did say “mission work.” Perhaps | could
say “missionary work.” Our synod’s bishop-elect, The
Council Members: Rev. Wolfgang Herz-Lane, describes this vision for the
Gary Johnson 398-4744 church’s life: “Every member a missionary. Every pastor
Dale Leyden 856-6404 a mission director. Every congregation a vital mission
Lezlie Eustis 422-3743 outpost.” So let me propose this: let's not have any
Joan VanGorder 422-9589  sighs of relief that there’s now a pastor here to do all the
JilRacz 645-096K  ministry. (And don’t worry, | haven't heard any of those
Chris Antonik 430-7616 1 from anyone!) Let's instead pray that God would give us
an excitement for being in ministry together, as the body
Our Staff: of Christ here in this community. | look forward to a
The Rev. Eric W. Evers Pastor long time of helping to equip this congregation with the
Ph: (H) 422-5128] Gospel of Jesus Christ, so that the love of God might be

_  Email: pr.evers.ric@gmail.cofn known powerfully among and around us, and so that the
Starr Fiocca Director of Music Ministry kingdom of God might grow powerfully here.

& Organist Amen, and to God alone be the glory!
Ph: (H) 422-4169

Email: fioar1943@hotmail.co . . ;
Sandra Wachter-Myers Christian Adult Bible Study Following Worship
Education Coordinator Services Continues Thru Summer
Ph: (H) 629-3479 The Adult Sunday School Class
Email: sacawamy@yahoo.cqm has decided to continue meeting
Mary Lu Wilson Director, Kids, Inc. through the summer months. This
Ph: (C) 422-9099 past Spring, the Adult Class has been
Email: kidsincrlc@hotmail.co a Bible Study focused on the Common Lectionargcu3sions

Sharon Trotman Administrative have included reflections on the homilys presented during the
Assistant worship services, and have been looking at the Scriptures of
Email: rlcsecr19963@aol.cofp the day from a historical, devotional, and Luthg@enspective.
Trish Boyer Webservant EVERYONE is certainly welcome to stay following the 9:00am

Ph: (H) 422-3483] worship for 30-45 minutes and join in the discussind
Email: 2trish@comcast.ndt fellowship!!
Kevin B. Oldland Newsletter Editor
Ph: (H) 752-7130

Email- kboarch@mohsi.co Returning to Common Practice

In order to hav@he Reporterto your doorstep at the beginning

. . . of each month means that it must be folded and mailed the
The Reporter is published monthly, and mailed Monday of the last full week of each month. In order for the

all member households. The deadline for submit§ng

. . . . editor to meet this deadline, information for the forthcoming
material for the next issue is Médnesday followin .
month needs to be submitted no later than the second Sunday
the second Sundayf each month. Please send, as earjy as, . .
; - ) . _0f the month BEFORE. This has been the commortipeor
possible, your articles, notices, photos, etc. to the eitor,

Kevin B. Oldland.The Reporter is assembled on th rhany years and ran pretty smoothly when there was a pastora

. taff full time. Over this past winter and spring, it has been
Monday of last full week of each month and mailed azS s . P . ¢ spring, :
T very difficult at times to extract information from the various
week. A full color downloadable PDF version is pokted : .
L ; committees and groups here at Reformation. Most have fallen
on our website: www.reformation-lutheran.net.

— including yours truly, the editor — into a habit of being RE-
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active in the last week of the month to forthcoming eventodeave the church parking lot arou80amand return
programs to the state where the last two months there wasroohd 9:00pm. Then in August we are going to spend a day
enough information to even justify a printing utti@ first week at the beach. We need adults to chaperone and chauffer the
of the month in which the newsletter is presenting. kids. Both events have sign-up sheets on the bulletin board in
So, with the support of Council, | would like to challengetb# hallway between the social hall and narthex.

the ministries of Reformation to become PRO-active and hetMovie Nighior July will beSaturday, July 17th Other

me know the month (or two!) BEFORE the eventsftievso Movie Nightst Reformation:
that | can assemble the newsletter in a timely fashion. Many August 2%

thanks for your help!!!
Kevin B. Oldland, Editor

Women's Devotional Group

contactKaren Oldlan(02) 752-7130.

Wednesday Teen Bible Study
The Youth Ministry continues t
sponsor a Bible Study for tho 4
ages 14 — 18. ltis held on ev
WEDNESDAY from 7:00pm -« é
8:00pm at the home of Neal Rlcha\‘OUT“ Blﬁll‘ $TUp

628 Beechwood Ave., Milford, DE. Light refreshments wil
If anyone has any questions or needstidins,
please contact Neal Richard: (302) 265-2115, errbgil,

provided.

NAR1824@comcast.rietel free to bring a friend.

Our 2010 Con!rmands

Day of Pentecost, Sunday, May 23rd:
Gabirielle Johnson
Tyler Rose Knutsen

Youth Ministries Events

September 25

October 16
Thanks so much,
Gary Johnson

The Women’s Deveotional
Group will meet on the
second Tuesday in July. Tt
next meeting will béuesday,

July 13h. We will meet at the
church from6:30pm - 7:30pmCome enjoy fellowship and

short devotional. Our group continues to expand and yoL <k
invited to join us when you can. You are also welcomedna™
encouraged to bring a friend. If you have any questions,

Knit & Pray Group
kim-té The Knit n” Pray group continues to
meet on Tuesdays at 11:00am. You are

iV s Fﬂid
¥ A4 @ welcome to join them or pick up a pattern
V = ‘*"*f‘? > for the various projects and work on your

==

b= % own as your schedule allows.

-t._\_ ‘_JM_\_ -—

PEa%fp Possibilities to Hold Fundraiser

at Shorebirds Game July 17 ™
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for always being so positive and supportive
of me and of my efforts to help others, especially others with
diabetes. It means the world to me to know that you are
behind me and are always helping me to achieve my goals.

&
5.0
an upcoming fundraiser that w A-
greatly help children who a CAM®
affected by Type 1 diabeteslike Possibitities
For the last 5 years | have had 'u.c

y Every small goal I reach takes =~

PR& step closer to my ultimate g¢
a cure for diabetes.
| wanted to let you know abo

The following students successfully complgjghgerful opportunity to attenG@amp Possibilitiesa camp
Confirmation instruction and confirmedeo children with diabetes. It has been an amazing experience
their faith by Affirmation of Baptism on Theor me. | have learned much and have met so many wonderful

friends with diabetes too! For the last several years, Levi has
been a counselor at camp. Last year he was the head mal
counselor and this year he is head counselor in charge of all of
the counselor staff! This year | will be teaching an education
session for the young children there, too. | am excited to once

For our July event, the Youth will be spendlng the day afn be a part of such a wonderful camp!

Delaware State Fair. We have ch(

Saturday, July 24tho visit the fair. The' ”& VFRMH
ministry will purchase entrance tickets i .-

purchase wrist bands for midway ric vo"'"
Each participant will have to supply hic i FQEWUIIP

her own lunch and snacks. Our plar. * - “bezws *

If you like baseball and love to help others, | have the perfect
event for you! On July "L7there will be a great fundraiser

at the Delmarva Shorebirds vs. Virginia Power Yaanoan
enjoy a night of baseball while learning more about Type 1
diabetes and helping raise money @amp Possibilities
Between innings they will be playing a short video that tells a
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little bit about camp. | had the awesome experience of writing
the script, sort of directing the taping, and being in the vi
too!

e ok & An,,
¥ &) %,
Picnic pavilion tickets are $30.00 each. Pavilion tickets inclu r&‘-]
a 2 hour buffet of hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, watermelo . ‘ o
cole slaw, and drinks. If you choose to, you will also = e ,._'“'3_
the opportunity to discuss Type 1 diabetes with health ' Cf;b
«

professionals and adults and children with Type 1 Diabetes.
Children under 3 are free and all children receive wristbap.cpappy Birthday
that allow unlimited access to the children’s play area.

If you are interested in tickets for this fundraiser game, pliase

Madeline Haggerty_____===

Ginny Hannah 31

contact Madi Dodge. We have tickets to sell. You can call me Melanie Koch

at 422-2997, see me at church, or you can eoddglecty@ T.J. Hosmer Ha
aol.com 3 Joseph Ouge _ PRy
Thank you for being such a wonderfully supportive chifich  Clifton Mumford Anniversary
family. 4 Audrey Staats 5 Mr. & Mrs. Donn
Love, 4 Justice Roberts Steele
Madi Dodge 7 Daniel Weimer 11 Mr. & Mrs.
7 Marshall Hobbs George Caccamise

Listen, God is Calling 7 Susan Emory 15 Mr. & Mrs. Steve
God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in hed®en: Rose Nailor Vansant
Be ever present with your servants who seek through a® and Joan Van Gorder 24 Mr. & Mrs. David
music to perfect the praises offered by your people on aarth, Rachel Lucas Snyder
and grant to them even now glimpses of your beauty, and figgke  jane Towers 25 Mr. & Mrs.

them worthy at length to behold it unveiled for evermoyg; Patrick O’Boyle
through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN 1
- The above prayer has ancie{z

Donald Abrutyn
Christine Lewis 26 Mr. & Mrs. Peg

roots in the Eastern Church an Jessica Jones Steele
expresses well what God may Renate McKenzie
saying to you and others in ouk2 Peggy Tlasek
congregation about how he ward& Madison Dodge
us to utilize out musical gifts andS Sean Hannah
talents. | invite you to pray fol6 Pamela Callahan
the Spirit's guidance with thid6 Richard Johnson
question: “Lord, how would you have me join in the buildifp J.R. Griffith

of a new and glorious choir at Reformation, worthy of yggr Kristen Johnson

k_)lessing and honor? | wil, sing psalms, 19 Hilary Emory
!lsten .to what the Lord God hymns and 19 Matthew Kimmey
is saying [Psalm 85:8], spegpiritual songs o 19 Pamela Gruwell

for your servant is listening [ wish gratitude
Samuel 3:10b].” AMEN. in your heasts y 23 Alexandra

Are you called? If so, speak 10 God. Fleming
Music Director Starr Fioca 23 Eva Marie Gruwell

The Choirs (Children’s, 24 Phillip Carlino
Handbells, Adult) will resume 27 Drexel Siok . /
27 Pearl Bock .

regularly scheduled practic
following a summer repose 29 James Batchelor

29  John Dickson INDEPENDENCE
29 Seth Flemiing
30 Arlene Wilkerson M

Look for more information in
Page 4 The Reporter

the August Reporter.




Wolfgang Herz-Lane Elected Bishop of Reformation’s

ELCA Delaware-Maryland Synod Email Prayer Chain
ELCA NEWS SERVICE, June 13, 2010 is a group of people who have

CHICAGO (ELCA) -- The Rev. Wolfgang D. Herz-Lane ag®ed to set aside prayer time
elected June 12 to a sifor specific people as requested.
year term as bishop of th&hese people are not necessarily
Delaware-Maryland Synodn the public worship prayer
ofthe Evangelical Lutheratist and remain on the network list for one month. If you wish
Church  in  America to include someone on the prayer list or if you would like to be
(ELCA) at the synodpart of this vital ministry, please e-mail Sharon Trotman, our
assembly in Gettysburg, Pehurch administrative assistant;lesecr19963@aol.cocall
Herz-Lane, 56, currentlyer at the church office at 422-9117. If you wish to participate
serves as assistant to thethe prayer chain, you may contact coordinator Trish Boyer
bishop and director forat2trish@comcastorgthone her at 422-3483.
evangelical mission for th&he following list is used for public worship om&ay
synod. He was elected advornings. If you would like to add someone or tisegemeone
the fifth ballot for bishop, on the current list whose condition indicates that we could
receiving 255 votes tm@emove his or her name, please call the church office.

224 for the Re‘(’j- John Dpavid Snyder  Jim Reed John Collison
Ranney,  synod COUNCR;qhell Hytchins Bill Loderhose Donna Thurston

member, Lewes, Del. Th . . . )
Rev. John R. Sabatelli, Christ Lutheran Church, Baltim%gg;%ﬁ;:lgett ngﬂnézg?son Jt;ngsgzlummer

was also a nominee on the fourth ballot. There were 98 n )
on the first or nominating ballot. David D. Swartling, ELc3@rbara Houser ~ Carol Hammond ~ Bonnie Russell

secretary, presided at the election. Harry Benham  Madi Dodge Karen Oldland
Herz-Lanesucceedsthe Rev.H. Gerard Knoche)Rawds, JO DuBois Kim Smith Jackie Kates

Md., who resigned as bishop and retired Oct. 31, 2009, cBlog Abrutyn Joan Fetterman George Sharp

health concerns. The Rev. Theodore F. Schneider, fo®ugr Burkett Tonya Hannah Vera Gregg

bishop of the ELCA Washington, D.C., Synod, has servedegs Grove Helene Reed Marybrook Brow

interim bishop of the DeIawar_e-MaryIand I_Synod since K”‘Rﬂﬁ?ty Martell  Doris Bryant Mary Belding

rHetlredL. The'IFIbShgp-tdﬁC; wnllbgs;umg hlts lnse""t |r\|0|e L:’f’@ilﬂEmory Sam Brewer Donna McAllister
erz-Lane will be installed as bishop Sept. 18 at New Psalmi

Baptist Church, Catonsville, Md. Herz-Lane said he told hge\zﬁa Arlene Charles Johnson

assembly about the importance of mission and “taking e _ Sher_ry Marge _Ressler

gospel outside of the four walls of our congregations arPdel%Ch'e Wachter Lisa Thomas Melissa _

the street corners.” The Delaware-Maryland Synod is a diVktggie Haggerty Robert Stout Cathy Miller

synod with large and small congregations, as well as urbap@May Dorman  Elaine Polino Kenny Heite

rural congregations, he said in an interview with the EL8i&ven Nick Alex Sammak

News Service. In his role as director for evangelical migSibfaber Jo Lee Callaway  Sally Brown

Herz-Lane said he learned a lot in his visits with congregdiebbie Joni Cheryl Hodgman

in the synod. Emily & Chris  Neal Richard Ray Moxley

As he prepares to assume the role of bishop, Herz-Langggifly of Joyce Emory Perry

his top priority is relationships. “I really think the first priorig/andra Wachter-Myers & Family
is to build relationships and go meet people,” he said. “The

only way | know how to build relationships is to meet face to

face.” Another priority is working with congregations so that
each understands itself as a “vital mission center for the
of the world.” Herz-Lane also wants to strengthen the sy d'?-/'o\
partnership with the ELCA. He said the synod asse y@
adopted a significant resolution by more than two-third
pledging to raise its percentage of financial sharing with the
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churchwide expression of the church from 53 percent tdS§B6od ELCA Assembly held at the Eisenhower Conference
percent over the next few years. Center & Inn in Gettysburg, PA. While the primary task of
Herz-Lane was born in Schramberg, Germany. In 198hikeAssembly was the election of a new Bishop (see relatec
earned a bachelor’'s degree at Rutgers University, Camdgie from ELCA News Service), there were a multitude of
N.J., and in 1982 he earned a master of social worissakes and resolutions presented and acted upon. Some of the
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J. He earned a mhagklights include the following:
of divinity degree in 2001 from the Lutheran Theological - Rev. Dr. Wes Hamlin, member of Reformation
Seminary at Philadelphia, one of eight ELCA seminaries. Lutheran was recognized for 45 years in ministry with
Herz-Lane was ordained in 2001. Herz-Lane was a newspaper the DE-MD Synod.
editor and reporter in Germany in the 1970s, before he came 550 voting members out of a possible 567 were in
to the United States and became a volunteer lay parish worker attendance; that's 97% participation!
at Camden Lutheran Parish in 1975. He worked there for two-  Following an initiative presented at the 2009 Synod
years before he returned to Germany to resume his newspaper Assembly, many congregations were represented by
career. He returned to the Camden Lutheran Parish in  young adults and teens. Many were very vocal during
1978. In 1982 Herz-Lane became executive director, Good Faith Spending Plan and stewardship resolutions
Samaritan Center, Camden, and then became administrator/  presented. Youth presented the Lutheran Youth
director of the Camden Lutheran Parish in 1986. He served  Organization during one of the Mission Stories focus
as mission director for the ELCA New Jersey Synod from 1992 presentations.
to 2000 and was pastor-mission developer of Bridge of Peace Passed a resolution to return the Mission Support
Community Church, Camden, until 2006. Sharing for 2011 to the ELCA Churchwide Synod
He was mission director for the ELCA Delaware-Maryland  of our synod’s Faith Spending Plan to 55% (53% in
Synod and ELCA Metropolitan Washington, D.C., Synod 2009 and 2010).
from 2006 to 2009, when Herz-Lane was named to his current Passed a resolution for congregations in the DE-MD
role with the synod and with ELCA Evangelical Outreach and  Synod to prayerfully consider increasing benevolence
Congregational Mission. Herz-Lane was a voting member to the synod incrementally to achieve a minimum
at three ELCA churchwide assemblies, and was a member 10% tithe of each congregation’s spending plan.
of the ELCA New Jersey Synod Council. In Camden he did- Approved a 2011 Faith Spending Plan that returns
community organizing work, was a founding member of the  mission and ministry to 2008-2009 spending plan
Camden Lutheran Housing Corporation and founder of totals — an increase of $400,000 from 2010 revised
“Frank’s Place,” a shelter for the homeless. He has served as plan amounts.
a member of the Baltimore Council on Foreign Affairs. The- Welcomed the Dean of the newly re-established
bishop-elect is a member of Spirit of Life Lutheran Church,  Lutheran Seminary in Russia. The dean shared many
Wilmington, Del. Herz-Lane and his wife, the Rev. Margaret  wonderful advancements of the Lutheran mission

E. Herz-Lane, Grace Lutheran
Church, Camden, N.J., are
parents of two grown sons, Kyle
and Josef. The family resides in
Camden.

The ELCA Delaware-
Maryland Synod is 182
congregations in Delaware and
Maryland, with about 85,000
baptized members. The synod
office is in Baltimore

2010 Synod Assembly Spiritually

Energized

Despite

Stewardship

Concerns

in Russia and offered praise and thanksgiving for
the support of the DE-MD Synod. Most noted of
his comments was, “we are a weak church in Russia,
but we have a strong Gospel to share.” Before the
Bolshevik Revolution from 1903-1912, the Lutheran
church was the second largest denomination in Russia,
second only to the Orthodox Church. Lutherans in
Russia were brutally persecuted by the communists
even more so than the orthodox.

Passed a resolution designating the Rev. Gerald
Knoche as Bishop Emeritus of the DE-MD Synod
ELCA.

Passed resolutions to complete the study for the
African Descent Strategy and bring forth a resolution
to the 2011 Assembly, designate Novemb®&ragl
World Hunger Appeal Sunday, and recognize and

During the first full week of June, Bethel Crockett & |
(Kevin Oldland) joined our new Pastor, Rev. Eric Evers, and
his wife, Rev. Paige Evers as voting delegates at the DE-MD

publicize the activities of the Lutheran Volunteer
Corps by sharing the education materials available

The Reporter



synod to offer and maintain these programs. In other words,
there are programs and ministries that a congregation is well-
suited to do, then there are those that are better served by the
regional synod, and there are some programs and ministries
that would be either overlooked by or become a heavy burden
for the local structure to handle; this is where the power of the
and include them in the prayers of the church 8hurchwide synod serves us here — as well as our worldwide

Sundays. outreach.
Passed a resolution to condemn the rally by teethel and | would like to extend a gracious thank you to
Aryan Nations which was held in Gettysburg fh& members of Reformation for entrusting your confidence
week following the Synod Assembly, and calledi@depresent our congregation and for your prayers during the
prayer by the church to boldly proclaim God's w¥Rek of the Assembly. We gathered, debated, shared many
of changing hearts and minds of those who spi®& worshipped, prayed, deliberated, and most importantly
hatred and terror. The resolution calls on the chuféh Mme; we laughed. Laughter was never an interruption; in
to continue to promote racial justice. fact, it was often what moved our deliberations along. And
In addition to the resolutions acted upon, there were mgr\{y,as always the conclusion to our most difficult discussions.
concerns brought forth in the debates that you shouldYBe Might say that laughter is was kept the Holy Spirit present
aware of and prayerfully reflect upon: in all of us and kept us focused on the bigger picture — Christ’s
In 2008, only 48 of the 182 congregations of the [S&iNg us to assembly in His unbounding love.
MD Synod contributed a tithe of their spending plané\Sideé from the 8 resolutions passed, we heard an

or better. incredibly moving keynote address from our Interim Bishop
In 2010, 60% of the congregations have not expregggdSchneider. Here are a few thoughts he offered in his
an intent to contribute to the synod. message:

$190,000 was utilized from our synod’s reserve: AboutMission & Ministry:

funds to meet the spending needs of the synod. In Although times are hard, in order to move forward
January 2010, the Faith Spending Plan was revised to  We need to stop talking about why we can't do it, and
reflect the current giving patterns. This resulted in  Start talking about why we ought to be doing it.

a reduction/cancellation of ministries and a 6% pay - About Discipleship:

cut for all synod staff. There’s a big difference in knowing it (God’s grace),
The ELCA Churchwide Synod revised the current ~ @nd wanting to live it

budget which included cuts totaling 21%. This is = About Stewardship:

reflected in the elimination of 63 synod staff positions ~ Génerosity is not a matter of the depth of our bank
and pension cuts to clergy for the next three years. accounts; it's a matter of the depth of our hearts.
Income in 2009 at the churchwide level is the lowe&ne of the most moving talks presented was from our Synod
in 21 years. March and April, 2010 were the wdreuncil Vice-President, Yolanda Tanner. She challenged all
giving months in the ELCA since its incorporaﬂ&ﬁ us to focus on discipleship acted upon daily in our lives.
in 1987. She said she begins every day by asking herself this question i

The DE-MD Synod ranked B&ithin the 65 synods2 mirror, “Who are people supposed to see when they look at

of the ELCA in contributions to the ELCA World/ou?” Answer: Jesus Christ. Are you revealing Christ to those

Hunger appeal. Historically our synod has ranRégund you every day?

in the top 5% and we remain one of the wealthiedpnother of the most joyous experiences of this Assembly

synods per capita. This was discussed at lengtivagdthe number a teen youth that were representing their

on numerous occasions during our deliberations. congregations as voting delegates. And they were very voce

Not to end on a sour note, Bethel and I did learn that 46§ numerous issues — and this is a good thing. Out Bishop-

of our synod’s contributions to the ELCA return to ministrict offered the following observation, “Our youth are not
and missions within the synod via mission and ministry graftg the future of the church, they are the present!”
and other nationally managed mission programs. You might€ election process for Bishop is an exhilarating and
question why send monies to the national synod if it cofifddtual experience.  Bishop-elect Wolfgang Herz-Lane
back to our regional synod, but there are many programgo(ﬁggnted an ambitious outline for restructuring the synod to
are offered and managed more efficiently at the national IE08[OVe the Call process, synod staff presence throughout the
It would likely take increased monetary resources withinS¥Pd. and improving communication on every level. Here
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are just a couple of his comments offered during presentations
before the final balloting and during his address to the
Assembly following his election. “’Church’ is what happens
after Sunday. Sunday is like a spiritual gas station; we come
to get our tanks filled by the Spirit so we can go out during
week and discern God’s will.” “We need to go out into our
neighborhoods and bring the cross to the street corners.” |
encourage you to read two passages from scripture that Rev.
Herz-Lane shared with us during Assembly: Romans 12:2 and
2 Timothy 1:6-7. These texts challenge each of us to allow
the Spirit to transform us as we discern God'’s will and know
that God does not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of
power.

In Christ’s Enduring Love,

Kevin B. Oldland, Reporter Editor

Interim Bishop Ted Schneider Chaired the Synod Assembly and was the Presiding Minister for the Closing Worship Se
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