
Reformation Reporter
The Monthly Newsletter of Reformation Evangelical Lutheran Church

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
www.reformation-lutheran.net

February 2009

Sunday, February 1st – Fourth Sunday of
Epiphany
Homily: “Two Important Questions”
Text: Mark 1: 21-28
Hymn of the Day: 311

Sunday, February 8th – Fifth Sunday of
Epiphany
Homily: “The Lonely Place”
Text: Mark 1: 29-39
Hymn of the Day: 843

Sunday, February 15th – Sixth Sunday of
Epiphany
Guest Preacher

Sunday, February 22nd – The Transfiguration
of Our Lord
Homily: “An Awesome Responsibility”
Text: Mark 9: 2-9
Hymn of the Day: 316

Wednesday, February 25th – Ash Wednesday
Services at 12 noon and 7:00pm
Homily: “Lenten Math”
Text: Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21
Hymn of the Day: 599

Pastor’s Reflection continued - Page 2

Reflections
One of the by-products of being a perpetual student, like I am, is that

I accumulate lots of examples and stories.  This happens for me especially
with sermon preparation.  As you have probably observed, I am a story teller
by choice and inclination.  Since I read about six journals for each sermon (or
homily) I write, I gather lots of stories, illustrations and various materials
with only a small portion ever finding use in any sermon.

So, what follows was a wonderful illustration that did not find
expression anywhere, until here and now.  It is said, and I’ve confirmed this
with motorcycle enthusiasts, that one of the keys to survival in riding is what’s
called “looking through the curves.”  That means keeping your head up, not
down, as you travel around a curve, and looking not at the path directly in
front, but gazing some distance down the road so that you are able to look
through the curves and see what is beyond.

Christians know this at the core of their faith.  The life, teachings,
death and Resurrection of Jesus the Christ is our cornerstone.  Our belief in
a living God allows us to look through the curves of life as we experience
them, to see the new life we are called to and given.

Through the curve of illness, as we look through it, we realize that a
healing spirit can occur even if the disease is not cured.  Through the curve of
failure, we learn lessons in life that open our eyes to new possibilities for our
futures.  Through the curve of a job loss, we find resourcefulness and new
skill-sets that we may never have known we have.  Through the curve of death,
we discover that we are held by the love of family, church, and friends in a
powerful and abiding Spirit that gives us hope.  Through the curve of sin, we
see the death of Jesus on that cross and know the mercy and forgiveness of a
God who would die to sin and rise to newness of life for us.

Reformation Lutheran is currently in a curve.  Let me play with that
metaphor a bit and see if it fits.  I have no doubts that there are people who
are looking longingly at the past and wishing it could return.  There are those
here who equate Reformation Lutheran with Pastor Ranney.  For them, the
church just isn’t the church without him.  I’m hearing that from some folks
and I understand it.  As time goes on, some of those folks will either begin to
see the church as separate from its past, or they will leave.  That’s pretty blunt,
I know, but it’s what happens.  Some of the folks of First Lutheran in Ellicott
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Reflections - Continued
City are saying similar things to me.  “The church isn’t
the same without you,” they intone.  My answer?  Of
course it isn’t, but neither should it be.  The church is
about the proclamation of the Gospel.  The church is
bigger, broader, and beyond any particular pastor or
personality.  So, I tell the good folks who mean well when
they express their sentiments about me to give their faith
a chance to grow a bit.  Yes, the church is different.  It
should be.  None of us are the same today as we were last
year.  Change, although difficult, is part of life, both within
the church and our own lives.

With me so far?  So, if Reformation is currently
in a curve, what does that mean?  Well, the past, even if it
still seems fresh, is getting harder and harder to see as we
continue around the bend.  And, if you want to continue
on the cycle, we’d better look forward.  That, it seems to
me, is part of my role here – to help you look forward.
Not to deny the past, of course, but to move further down
and through the curve.

It may be a bit scary being in the curve.  What’s
around the bend?  Is there danger, surprises, storms or
sunshine?  God only knows.  But we need (notice I’ve
joined you on the bike) to keep our heads up, look through
the curve as we trust in the Holy Spirit to lead, guide,
nurture and support this family of faith.

What do you see as you look through the curve,
both of your life and of the collective life of Reformation
Lutheran?  I see a future in the hands of God.
Pastor Ludwig

Musings
from the Director of Family

Ministries
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
It’s February, still winter and yet signs
of spring come in fleeting moments.

Our liturgical year has us in the Epiphany season.   Ash
Wednesday comes the last Wednesday and we begin Lent.
Culture continues to honor the pre-Lenten season with
parties . . . carnival . . . Mardi gras.  Have a
raucous good time to prepare for the Lenten fast to come.
Umm . . . I have an idea.  Let’s spend some time this
February preparing for Lent by rethinking our Lenten fast.
The Lenten discipline of “giving something up for Lent,”
is a form of fasting that has been around for a long time.
Giving up meat, or maybe chocolate, might feel like a real
sacrifice; a fasting from something we want regularly.  I

have nothing against such fasting.  It can have a good
purpose when it is used to save money that is then given
to World Hunger or the Milford Food Pantry.  Doing
without can be a pious act that leads to more intentional
sharing with others or more praying.
What would Jesus have to say about a Lenten fast?  I believe
he would tell us to keep such fasting to ourselves and use
it to grow spiritually, or something like that.  Jesus’
teachings included instructions to do for others.  Use your
hands to feeding the hungry, clothe the naked, and visit
the prisoner, is more what Jesus would have us do.
Maybe this year we should all “take something up” for
Lent.  Jesus is pretty clear that it is what we do that shows
our faith in God.  This “doing,” getting our hands dirty
or using them to comfort and console, is not to earn favor
with God.  Jesus Christ has earned this favor for us.  It is
this doing of faith that offers to God a bit of the love God
longs for from us.
Piety has its place.  Praying, fasting and worshiping are
good unless they become sanctimonious.   However, when
piety moves us to love others by doing good, piety’s merits
are obvious.
So spend February considering what you might “take up”
for Lent.  This newsletter has several opportunities to do
this.  Look it over.  What one new service can you add to
your activities? Where are your hands needed?   Pay
attention to what the needs are and decide what you can
do for Lent.  Let me change that.  What can you do to
serve God this Lent?
Your sister in Christ,
Sandra Wachter-Myers

February 25, 2009
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Ash Wednesday
Worship

Join us as we begin the Lenten Season
on Ash Wednesday, February 25th.  A
community service will be held at noon
with imposition of ashes, and a full
service of ashes, word and sacrament will
be held at 7:00pm.  Pastor Ludwig will

preach on “Lenten Math.”  This would be a good time to
invite your neighbor or friend to join you.

Staff Says:
“Thank You!”

The entire staff of Reformation
Lutheran Church wishes to thank the
members for the Christmas gift each of
us received.  We know that in these
tough economic times such a gift is a
sacrifice and token of love.  We thank you all for that.  It
is a privilege and a pleasure to serve among you and to be
able to share in the proclamation of the Gospel through
the ministries of Reformation Lutheran.

Congregational
Survey

In the next few
weeks, members of the
Profile Committee will
be at each service for
t h r e e
consecutive Sundays
handing out “Ministry
Priorities and Skills”

surveys to the members as they enter church.  We need
to collate this information and send it to synod as soon as
possible to help them match a good pastoral candidate
for our congregation.  We will be asking members to
prepare to stay a few extra moments at church after the
service to fill out the survey and hand it back in

to a committee member before leaving the building.  Your
cooperation will be greatly appreciated.  Thank you.
Sue Owens, Profile Committee Chair

Morning Bible
Study

Cold, and yet sometimes warm,
February can seem like the longest
month of the year.  Help to shorten
your February by filling it with
something old or new, but always
available.  The Friday Bible study
meets each week at 10:30am.  Serious study takes place,
but a lot of sharing and even some fun is part of the time
we spend together.  2 Samuel will be completed in
February.  It is never too late to join us.  You are always
welcome.

Many Hands are
Needed . . . Come

and See What
Your Hands Can

Do?
Take up something for
Lent!  Use your hands
to work for God and
Christ’s Church.
You don’t know what
to do?  Come and See
what Reformation
does.  Our ministries
are many.  We are
holding a mini
Ministry Carnival on
Sunday, February 22nd at 9:45am. Each ministry
committee and group will have a display to help you
understand the needs of the ministry and how you can
join in providing hands to work.  This is important.  Make
the time to learn and prayerfully take up something for
Lent.
If you don’t want to wait for Lent to get your hands busy,
please consider one of the following:

· The Service Committee, a ministry that focuses
on community needs and outreach, is looking for
new members and a new Committee Chair.
Contact the church office.
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· The Evangelism Committee is in need of a new
Committee Chair, as well as new members.
Contact the church office.

· Altar workers are needed.  Especially needed are
workers following the 11:00am service.  Sign up
on the calendar that hangs on the Kiosk in the
narthex.

Lenten Soup
Suppers

A T ime for Soup, Fellowship, Learning and
Reflection

Each Wednesday during
Lent, beginning March 4th,
the congregation gathers at
6:30pm to share a meal of
soup.  Soup is served by
WELCA on this fir st

gathering.  At 7:00pm a presentation on the Apostles’
Creed is led by Pastor Ludwig with response to follow led
by Sandra Wachter-Myers.  Vespers closes the evening,
beginning about 7:40pm each evening.  Luther believed
the Apostles’ Creed was important enough to include in
his Small Catechism.  Hopefully, we continue to value
this creed enough to continue in our understanding of
what we believe and confess.
Wednesday Soup Suppers
6:30pmSoup
7:00pmThe Apostles’ Creed presentation and response
7:40pmVespers

Altar Flowers
For those of you who are not
aware, the altar flowers are
routinely paid for by members of
the congregation to
commemorate a special event or
person in their life.

In the past, the flower chart
has asked for people to sign up for a specific Sunday and
then they are billed by the florist. The Sundays that did
not have anyone sign up for were then paid out of the
general fund of the church.  This expense has become a
heavy burden due to lack of participation.  So the Worship
and Music would like to try something different:

A flower fund that all who want to contribute $28.50 for
one vase or $56.95 for both vases (this includes delivery service
by the florist) can do so and the billing would be paid by the

treasurer.  People can still sign up for a specific Sunday to have
their name listed in the bulletin along with whom they are
remembering or honoring. There might be 10 people listed for
one Sunday and no one for the next, but the money would be in
the fund to pay for every Sunday.

We have approximately 48 Sundays, 2 vases each at a
cost of $2833.60 for the year. We could place a listing of
how much is in the fund in the weekly bulletin and the
congregation would then be able to add to it as they felt
they could. If you have any questions about the flower
fund, please feel free to call me at 422-2253.

Thank you, Mary K. Konesey Chairperson

TEEN BIBLE STUDY
The youth group continues to
sponsor a Bible Study for those
ages 14 – 18.  It is held on every
WEDNESDAY from 7:00pm –
8:00pm at the home of Neal

Richard, 628 Beechwood Ave., Milford, DE.  Light
refreshments will be provided.  If anyone has any questions
or needs directions, please contact Neal Richard: (302)
265-2115, or by e-mail, NAR1824@comcast.net.  Feel free
to bring a friend.

Knit & Pray
Transitions to

Morning Quilting
Group

The Knit n’ Pray group is now the
Tuesday Morning Quilters and
continues to meet on Tuesdays from
9:00am until 12 noon.  You are
welcome to join them as your schedule
allows.

Women’s
deveotional

Group growing
The recently formed
Women’s Deveotional
Group continues to
increase in participants.
The Group meets on the

first Tuesday evening of every month.  The next meeting
will be Tuesday, February 3rd.  We will meet at the church
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from 6:30pm - 7:30pm.  Come enjoy fellowship and a
short devotional.  You are welcomed and encouraged to
bring a friend.  If you have any questions, please contact
Karen Oldland (302) 752-7130.

Altar Workers
The Altar Guild is in need of
people to clean up after the 11:00
am worship service. As it stands
now, due to the need for the doors
to be locked, Susan Emory and
Karolyn Hayes are setting up the
altar EVERY week. All that is needed is for someone to
clean up on Sundays.  There is a handbook in the sacristy
detailing how to do everything that pertains to the altar.
God has given us all time and talents to use to praise
Him and to partake of His holy meal. We are all welcome
at the altar, therefore we should all be willing to work in
His house. Please prayerfully consider what you can do to
be a woking part of His family at Reformation.

Lutherans Worship
at Church of the

Holy Sepulchre for
First Time, Visit

AVH
ELCA NEWS SERVICE
January 12, 2009

JERUSALEM (ELCA) — For the first time North
American Lutheran bishops, spouses and staff worshipped

Jan. 9th at the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, a historic religious site
built on the place of Jesus’
crucifixion and burial.  The
Franciscans permitted the
Lutherans to use the Franciscan
Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament,
said the Rev. Munib A. Younan,
bishop, Evangelical Lutheran

Church in Jordan and Holy Land (ELCJHL).  The Rev.
Fergus Clarke welcomed the Lutherans on behalf of the
Franciscans.  Forty-four bishops representing the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) are participating in
a series of meetings Jan. 6th-13th with religious, political
and community leaders in Israel and the West Bank, and
visiting religious sites. Their visit also focuses on support
and encouragement for the ELCJHL.

Following worship, the group traveled to East Jerusalem,
visited Augusta Victoria Hospital (AVH), a medical facility

of the Lutheran World
Federation (LWF) on the
Mount of Olives, and
learned about the LWF’s
Middle East programs.
The LWF is a global
communion of Lutheran
churches. Based in Geneva the LWF has 140 member
churches in 79 countries representing 68.3 million
Christians. The ELCA, ELCIC and ELCJHL are members
of the LWF.  AVH has been serving the needs of Palestinian
refugees since 1948, said the Rev. Mark B. Brown, an ELCA
pastor and the LWF’s regional representative.  In recent years
the hospital has focused on specialty care services such as
kidney dialysis, ear-nose-and-throat care, acute care, diabetes
care and cancer treatments, including radiation oncology
and cancer surgery, said Dr. Tawfiq Nasser, AVH’s chief
executive officer.  The hospital also provides services at
community health clinics, he said.  Nasser said the services
of the hospital are designed to meet the needs of the
community and not to duplicate the services of other
hospitals. “All of these strategies together made us move
from a very high-risk institution . . . to becoming a
growth institution because we are focusing on services that
the community really needs,” he said.

In addition, Brown said, the LWF programs here provide
vocational training for more than 300 students a year at
training centers here and in Ramallah.  The LWF is planning
at least two construction projects in the near future, Brown
said.  In response to a lack of recreational facilities for
Palestinians, the LWF plans to develop a sports and
community center on the Mount of Olives property, he said. 
In 2010 the LWF, the ELCJHL and the Kaiserin Auguste
Victoria Foundation of the Evangelical Church in Germany
plan to start construction of a housing project on the
property.  Plans call for 84 units, reserved for Palestinian
Christians, Brown said.  The housing project is an attempt
to respond to the dwindling number of Palestinian
Christians in Jerusalem, down from more than 31,000 in
1946 to less than 15,000 in 2000, Brown said. The housing
project also attempts to preserve the concept of a “shared
Jerusalem” for Christians, Jews and Muslims, he said.  “The
lack of affordable housing has caused Christians to leave
East Jerusalem and move to the West Bank or somewhere
else,” Brown said.

Following their visit to AVH, some Lutheran bishops
attended traditional Shabbat services and meals at two
synagogues in Jerusalem.  The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, ELCA
presiding bishop, the Rev. Susan C. Johnson, ELCIC
national bishop and Younan made a courtesy visit to
Theofilos III, the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem.
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North American
Lutheran Bishops
Meet Key Muslim

Leader, Discuss
Peace

ELCA NEWS SERVICE
January 15, 2009

RAMALLAH, West
Bank (ELCA) — A key
Muslim leader here told a
group of seven North
American Lutheran
bishops Jan. 13th that
Christians and Muslims
must work together for
peace and justice.  Sheikh
Tayseer Rajab Al-Tamini,

supreme judge of the Islamic Shari’a Courts in Palestine,
suggested that world Muslim and Christian leaders meet
soon and deliver “a strong message to the world” for peace
in the wake of failed political negotiations and escalating
violence in Gaza.  The bishops were part of a group of 44
bishops representing the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Canada (ELCIC), who visited the West Bank and Israel
Jan. 6th-13th.  The bishops met with religious, political
and community leaders, and visited religious sites. Their
visit focused on support and encouragement for the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy
Land (ELCJHL).

Al-Tamini is a member of the Council of Religious
Institutions of the Holy Land, consisting of Christian,
Jewish and Muslim religious leaders. He noted that half
the world’s population is either Christian or Muslim. “It
is our destiny to live together as Muslims and Christians
with mutual respect,” he said. “We hope the Jews can do
the same.”  The sheikh said he hopes Israel will end its
occupation of Palestinian land and end discriminatory
policies toward Palestinians.  Al-Tamini said the deaths
of children, women and elderly people in Gaza, the result
of the war between Israel and Hamas, are “heartbreaking.” 
More than 1,000 Palestinians have died and nearly 5,000
have been injured, according to news reports. Thirteen
Israelis have died. The sheikh referred to recent attacks at
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem and the
destruction of 20 mosques in Gaza, saying that the Holy
Land must be “atrocity free.”

Hanson and the sheikh have met previously. “I

treasure and appreciate your attitude toward the
Palestinian cause.  We rarely find an international leader
standing with us like you,” he told the Rev. Mark S.
Hanson, ELCA presiding bishop and president of the
Lutheran World Federation.  God created the world for
all people to live in peace, Al-Tamini said, adding that
“pluralism is the will of God.”  Hanson responded that
the bishops’ visit here came at an especially tragic time
because of the Gaza war.  Lutherans reject all forms of
terrorism, he said. Hanson said he is concerned that if
Israel crushes Hamas, it will inflame radical elements
throughout the world.  “I hope global leaders can call for
an end to this war,” Hanson said, emphasizing that it was
important that religious leaders speak with one voice.

Al-Tamini followed up by suggesting that Hanson
contact Prince Ghazi bin Muhammed of Jordan. Hanson
met Prince Ghazi in 2005 in Jordan, and they discussed
developing greater understanding between Christians and
Muslims for peace.  In 2007 Muslim scholars delivered to
Christians a message, “A Common Word Between Us
and You.” It was an invitation to Christians to work with
Muslims for peace and justice throughout the world.  The
supreme Islamic judge proposed that Christian and
Muslim leaders meet in Jordan to develop their own
“common word” of peace and justice. Christians and
Muslims “must come together for a stronger voice.  In
Gaza, the politicians totally failed,” Al-Tamini said.

The Rev. Margaret G. Payne, bishop, ELCA New
England Synod, Worcester, Mass., said such a meeting of
Muslims and Christians “sounded like a great way to
implement ‘A Common Word.’”  “I am happy and pleased
that we had this meeting,” said the Rev. Susan C. Johnson,
ELCIC national bishop. “I am excited that we are working
together as Muslims and Christians for peace.  This is
especially important for those who see us as enemies.”
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WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS
Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June
luncheon meetings are held at 12 Noon.

President - Dottie Lofland
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Joan Van Gorder
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2008 - 2009 Meeting Hostesses:

February 5th - Renate McKenzie, 310 Charles St.

Wed., March 4th - Provide Soup for Lenten Soup
Supper, meeting follows, Pat Nilsson provides

refreshments for the meeting
April 2nd - Helene Reed, 405 Marvel Rd.

May 7th - Birthday Luncheon at Noon, TBA
June 4th - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish Luncheon

at Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook Beach

Clip & Save

Happy
Birthday
1 Candace Gorman
1 Searah Kehler
1 Steven Venett
2 Lida Gannon
4 Laura Sullivan
5 REFORMATION

LUTHERAN
CHURCH

5 Sandra Stallings
6 Dorothe Mumford
6 Liam Kilgore
7 Amanda Schatz
8 Erin Papp
10 Heike Cottrell
10 Michael Schlegel
10 Patricia Walls
12 Ashley Bullock
12 Collins Batchelor
12 Michele Engelsiepen
14 Andrew Burkett
14 Janet Yonker
14 Lindsay Adams
15 Lynn Wajda
15 Dale Leyden
17 Jaeli McDuff
17 Kevin McPherson
18 George Caccamise
22 Pamela Thomas
23 Mark Brownson
24 Pat Venett
25 David Dingess
26 Wilmer Nauman IV
28 Caleb Cresson
28 Evelyn Irwin
28 Michael Wajda
28 Victoria Townson

28 Barbara Kinkle
29 Tonya Hannah

Happy
Anniversary
2 Mr. & Mrs. Rex

Batchelor
7 Mr. & Mrs. Scott

Fleming
12 Mr. & Mrs. Bob

Owens
14 Mr. & Mrs. James

Bahder
14 Mr. & Mrs. John

Gornall
15 Mr & Mr s. Richard

Hascup
19 Mr. & Mrs. Stephan

Siok
27 Mr. & Mrs. Maurice

Little

Feb. 8, 2009
Boy Scouts of America founded on

February 8, 1910

Mark 1:29-34
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Head of the Church: Jesus, the Christ
President: Neal Richard 265-2115
Vice President: Collins Batchelor 422-7331
Secretary: Susan Emory 422-3115
Treasurer: Dale Leyden 856-6404

Council Members:
Gary Johnson 398-4744
Lezlie Eustis 422-3742
Theda Blackwelder 945-2775
Jill Racz 645-0969
Todd Hannah 284-0335

Staff:
Interim Pastor:                       Rev. Glenn E. Ludwig
Director of Family Ministr y: Sandra Wachter-Myers

  (H) 629-3479
                                                  sacawamy@yahoo.com
Administrative Assistant/Office:    Sharon Trotman
                                                  rlcsecr19963@aol.com
Organist:  Starr Fioca   (H) 422-4169
Director of Music:  Chris Myers
Kids, Inc. Director:  Mary Lu Wilson  (C) 422-9099
Newsletter Editor:  Kevin Oldland   (H) 752-7130
                                                     kboarch@mchsi.com
Webservant:  Trish Boyer   (H) 422-3483
                                                       2trish@comcast.net

The Reporter
R e f o r m a t i o n’ s
Email Prayer Chain
is a group of people who
have agreed to set aside
prayer time for specific
people as requested. These
people are not necessarily
on the public worship
prayer list and remain on the network list for one month. If
you wish to include someone on the prayer list or if you would
like to be part of this vital ministry, please e-mail Sharon
Trotman, our church administrative assistant, at
rlcsecr19963@aol.com or call her at the church office at 422-
9117.  If you wish to participate in the prayer chain, you may
contact coordinator Trish Boyer at 2trish@comcast.net or phone
her at 422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday
Mornings. If you would like to add someone or there is
someone on the current list whose condition indicates that
we could remove his or her name, please call the church office.
Leanne Wharton Vera Gregg
David Snyder Jim Reed
Barbara Donnellan Sarah Lee Kehler
Pam Reichhold Bill Loderhose
Faye Denkenberger James Farlow
Susie Bennett Joyce Emory Perry
Linda Plummer Bea Strahle
Arlene Joe Ouge
Amy Stahr Samuel
Mike Herhold David Blackwelder
Jean Baker Dan Maher
Bonnie Russell Matthew Brooks
Dennis Theresa Leyden
Tammy Kehler Bill Hayt
Madi Dodge Janet Westphal
Dominick Karen Oldland
Ted Ressler Barbara Kane
Jo DuBois Karen Ritter
Robert Woy Betty Huffman
Bobby Yarborough Sharon

Prayer Ventures
January 7th

Pray for Judy Perry as she assists in
medical work to mothers and infants
in the People’s Republic of China and
engages in health worker training with

the Evergreen Foundation.  Pray for all medical workers and
those who care for the ill and suffering throughout Asia.
Prayer Ventures is available for synchronization with your PDA.  Link
to http://www.elca.org/pdafeeds, or you may download them a month
at a time from http://www.elca.org/prayerventures/ or read them
daily online at http://www.elca.org/scriptlib/CO/Prayer/
pvsPrayerDisplay.asp.


