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Reflections
Let me begin and end this article in the same way – with a heartfelt and

sincere “thank you:”
• For the privilege of serving these 15 months with and among

you;
• For the gracious hospitality you have shown Stella and me;
• For the opportunity to do what I love, namely, preach and teach;

and,
• For the experience you have given me and what you have taught

me about congregations in transition.
As many of you know, my interim-ship (if that is even a word) concludes

on Christmas Eve.  I had originally planned to stay with you until a new
pastor was called.  But sometimes our plans are not what God may have in
mind.

This past summer, when it appeared that the Call Committee would
receive candidates and there was every likelihood that you would call a pastor
before year’s end, I was approached about another interim situation.  Since
the chances of being jobless by January 1st seemed likely, I entered into
discussion and negotiations with the other congregation.  And, since this
congregation is in a different synod, Bishop knowledge and approval of those
conversations were needed and willingly granted.

It was a difficult decision for me.  This new interim means relocating for
the duration of that vacancy.  It also means leaving you.

But it really is your fault, you know (written tongue-in-cheek).  You have
taught me and shown me the joy and worth of interim ministries.  I did not
expect that.  So, when the opportunity came, believing you were close to
calling a new pastor, I accepted both the invitation to explore the new interim
and, subsequently, the offer to serve.

Beginning January 4th, I will be the Interim Senior Pastor of Trinity
Lutheran in Camp Hill, PA.  They wanted both an experienced Senior Pastor

Sunday, December 6 – Second
Sunday of Advent

Guest Preacher
Sunday, December 13 – Third Sunday
of Advent

Homily: “Just the Facts”
Text: Zephaniah 3: 14-20
Hymn of the Day: 239

Sunday, December 20 – Fourth
Sunday of Advent

Homily: “Mary’s Song”
Text: Luke 1: 39-55
Hymn of the Day: 265

Thursday, December 24 – Festival of
the Nativity of Our Lord/Christmas
Eve

7:00 p.m.  Children’s Program
 with Holy Communion
9:00 & 11:00 p.m.  Candlelight
 Services of Holy Communion

Homily: “Holding Him”
Text: Luke 2: 1-20
Hymn of the Day: 292

Friday, December 25 – Festival of the
Nativity of Our Lord/Christmas Day

10:00 a.m. Service
Sunday, December 27 – First Sunday
of Christmas

Guest Preacher
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Reflections - Continued
and an experienced interim minister.  First Lutheran in
Ellicott City, MD, gave me the first.  You gave me the
later.

We have found an apartment in Mechanicsburg, PA,
seven miles from the church and will relocate there the
end of December for 1½ to 2 years (the anticipated time
of this transition period).  Our plans, currently, are to
keep our home in Camden, DE and to keep our church
memberships here at Reformation.  So, our prayers will
continue to surround you, as our offerings will help
support the ministry we love and share.

Christmas Eve will be my last official services as your
interim pastor.  The Synod Office has promised to find
another interim, as the Call Process continues.  Your
Congregation Council will continue to work with the
Synod to see that there is pastoral coverage for the
congregation.

So, a final “thank you” is in order.  You have been
most gracious, encouraging, supportive and loving to Stella
and me.  I trust that the new interim pastor and, hopefully
soon, your new called pastor will discover those very same
traits very quickly.
God’ Richest Blessings,
Pastor Ludwig

Editor’s note: Please read the Call Committee update, as there
is revived action from the Synod office.

Musings
from the Coordinator for

Christian Education:
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel! The child
waits in the dark for the drunken parent

who berates and beats; not yet healed from the last beating
received.
Come, Emmanuel!
Father holds his head in despair.  He has lost the house
and his family is homeless.  Come, Emmanuel!
The battle is over and his legs are gone.  Come, Emmanuel!
Her broken spirit draws her deeper into the darkness she
hates and yet is compelled to embrace.  Where is the light
that the darkness cannot overcome?  O Come, Emmanuel!
The failing body betrays the youthful mind.  It is too hard
to stand; too hard to walk.  Energy is fleeting.  Life is just
not the same.  Come, Emmanuel!

The beloved child is no longer the one you know.  Her
choices are killing you.
Come, Emmanuel!
The lights are out.  The heat is gone.  Looking out the
window, you see brightly lit homes.  Is that a fire in the
hearth?  Come, Emmanuel!
Love is forgotten.  In its place is an empty longing for
something more.  How long must one suffer in a loveless,
empty and careless marriage?  Come, Emmanuel!
No one understands or wants me.  I am utterly alone!
Where is my friend?
O Come, Emmanuel?
Your desires control you.  This compulsion has become
your life?  Dear, God, please help me?  Come, Emmanuel!
In the most retched of places, the cattle are lowing.  There
is no comfort in their pleading noises.  Is there even a
clean spot in the straw?  The danger of animal hooves
and animal excrement cannot interrupt nature’s call to
birth a child.  No one wants to give birth like this!  What
future can a child have when he is born in a stable?
O Come, O King of nations come,
O cornerstone that binds in one:
Refresh the hearts that long for you;
Restore the broken, make us new.
Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you,
O Israel. (And all of God’s children!)  Amen.
Your Sister in Christ,
Sandra Wachter-Myers

Christmas Eve Services:
7:00pm Children’s Program,
“Sleepover at the Stable:  A
Christmas Musical,” plus Holy
Communion.
9:00pm & 11:00pm Candlelight
Services of Holy Communion;
Homily:  “Holding Him,” by Pastor
Ludwig.

Christmas Day Service:
10:00am Carols and Lessons
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Parent’s Day Out
Parent’s Day Out will be Saturday, December 12th,
9:00am to 4:00pm.  This is a chance for parents to get
ready for the holiday season, enjoy a dinner without the
children, or just do nothing.  Your children will be
enjoying a wonderful day of playing games, arts & crafts,
and much more.  Please sign up on the youth bulletin
board located in the hallway.  We ask that you bring $5.00
to cover the cost of pizza and a drink or snack to share.  If
you have any questions, you may contact Rebecca Guyer
at 488-5818, or Gary Johnson at 398-4744 or email:
boathead1@netzer.com.

Hanging of the
Greens

Sanctuary Decorating for the
Christmas Season will be Tuesday,
Dec. 22nd at 7:00pm.  We need ALL
the hands we can get to make our
sanctuary beautiful for the
Christmas Eve Services.  The more

people that show up, the sooner the job will be done.
PLEASE mark your calendars for that evening.  It should
not be more than 2 hours.
Thank you
 Worship & Music Committee

Consecration
Sunday – December

13th
By now, everyone should have received
a letter about this year’s Stewardship
Program.  Included with the letter were
a Financial Pledge Card and a Time and
Talent Sheet.  Everyone is encouraged
to fill those out and bring them to
worship on Sunday, December 13th, as
we share in Consecration Sunday, and

dedicate our gifts to the mission and ministry of God in
this place.  If you cannot be with us on Dec. 13th, please

mail your support in to the office.  It is especially important
during this transition year that we continue to support
and participate in the life and ministry of Christ’s Church.
Reformation Lutheran is a strong, vibrant congregation
because of the commitment and support of its members.
Can we count on you this year?

Christmas
Pageant

This year’s Christmas Pageant
will be on Christmas Eve during the
7:00pm worship service. The
pageant is called, “Sleepover at the
Stable: A Christmas Musical.”  This
pitch-perfect musical retains all the
childhood charm of the original play
with its cast of sweet and sassy animal characters and amps
it up a notch with instantly memorable songs that tell the
Nativity story. It’s groggy chaos when the stable animals
wake up to the news of Jesus’ birth. The chickens, goat,
cow, sheep and mule interact with Mary and Joseph’s
donkey to get the scoop on the holy baby’s arrival, and
they get a melodic earful!

Practices for the pageant will be held on December
5th and 12th from 10:00am to noon and Dec. 19th from
10:00am to 1:00pm, which will be our dress rehearsal.
We will have a brief meeting on November 22nd after
the 11:00am worship service to hand out parts, the script
and the music CD. If you wish to be a part of the pageant
it is very important that you sign up no later than
November 20th and you must show up for the meeting
on Nov. 22nd. You may sign up by calling the church
office, 422-9117 or sign up on the sign-in sheet which is
located on the youth bulletin board in the hallway. If you
have any questions, you may contact Hilary Emory, 422-
3115 or 270-2616 or Starr Fioca, 422-4169.

Birthday Party
for Jesus

Sunday, December 20th at 9:45am
The Sunday School is holding our
annual birthday party for Jesus and
you are all invited to attend.  Food
and activities as well as music and
worship are part of the event.
As with any party you are asked to

bring a gift.  Appropriate gifts include checks and items
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for the Milford Food Pantry and items for Families in
Transition.
The following items will be received with joy:
Diapers
Baby lotion
Baby wipes
Baby shampoo
Baby petroleum jelly
Baby food, including cereal
New clothing for infants and toddlers
Washcloths
Towels
Onesies in all sizes
New toys for infants and toddlers
Blankets
Coffee
Toilet paper
Paper towels

Christmas
Hayride

All families and friends are invited
to Reformation’s Annual Hayride
and Caroling.  We will be
entertaining Heritage Manor and
Genesis residents as well as selected

church shut-ins in town.  Dress warm
and bring your best voice and a
flashlight.  We will be riding on flatbed
wagons.
Date: Sunday, December 20th
Time: 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Gathering: Church Parking Lot

Kettle Ringers
Needed

Glenn Sholley, retired Thrivent representative, is now
volunteering with the Salvation Army. They are in need
of Volunteer Red Kettle Ringers to work 2 hours at a
time at Wal-Mart or Super Fresh in Milford.  If you can
help, please call Glenn at 841-3945.

Food Pantry
Needs Your Help

Milford Community Food Pantry is looking for Inventory
Manager and volunteers for Tuesday’s, 12noon-2pm, and
Thursday’s and Friday’s, 10am-2pm. The Inventory

Manager is responsible for buying
food from the Food Bank of DE or
at businesses that have the best
prices for the items needed.  The
volunteers are responsible for
greeting families who are referred

and give them the food that has been packed.  If you are
interested in getting involved in this vital community
ministry, please call Tita Lewis at 422-0267.

Annual Mitten
Tree
The Mitten Tree will be “decorated”
and presented in the narthex
beginning Sunday, November 29th.
As is the standard procedure, please
choose a mitten or mittens from the
tree and provide the item(s) labeled
on the mitten.  Wrap your gift(s) and

secure the mitten to the package and place underneath
the mitten tree throughout the month of December.

Morning Bible
Study

The Friday morning Bible Study
meets at 10:30am on Dec. 4th and
11th.  The book of Romans is the
subject.  Following a three-week
break the study will return to its
regular schedule on Jan. 8th.

Southern DE
Coral Society

Winter Concert
The Southern DE Choral
Society Winter Concert
“My Soul Now Magnifies
the Lord” will be held on
Saturday, December 12th

at Eagles Nest Fellowship
Church in Milton, DE at 7:00pm and on Sunday,
December 13th at Woodbridge High School in Bridgeville,
DE at 3:00pm.  The concert will feature selections from
the Magnificat’s written by Bach and Mendelssohn and
Handel’s Messiah.  Tickets are $20/adults and $8/
students.  There are a limited number of tickets available
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with Sharon in the church office or you may obtain tickets
by calling 945-0393, and at Puzzles in Lewes and
Browseabout Books in Rehoboth Beach or online at
southerndelawarechoralsociety.org.

Women’s
deveotional

Group Fall
Meetings

The Women’s
Deveotional Group will
meet on the second
Tuesday in December.
The next meeting will be

Tuesday, December 8th.  We will meet at the church
from 6:30pm - 7:30pm.  Come enjoy fellowship and a
short devotional.  Our group continues to expand and
you are invited to join us when you can.  You are also
welcomed and encouraged to bring a friend.  If you have
any questions, please contact Karen Oldland (302) 752-
7130.

TEEN BIBLE STUDY
The youth group continues to
sponsor a Bible Study for those
ages 14 – 18.  It is held on every
WEDNESDAY from 7:00pm –
8:00pm at the home of Neal
Richard, 628 Beechwood Ave., Milford, DE.  Light
refreshments will be provided.  If anyone has any questions
or needs directions, please contact Neal Richard: (302)
265-2115, or by e-mail, NAR1824@comcast.net.  Feel free
to bring a friend.

Staff Vacations
Pastor Ludwig will be on vacation December 4th – 8th.

“Come for Brunch”
January 3rd at 9:45am

It has become a tradition!  The first Sunday in January
the Christian Education and Evangelism committees
invite the congregation to gather for an open house
brunch.  Held at 9:45am, those who attend the 8:30am
worship are encouraged to stay and enjoy not only good
food, but also the fellowship this gathering invites.  The
11:00am worshipers are encouraged to come early, eat

some breakfast and fellowship with
others.  Sunday School families, please
come as a family.  Eat and participate
in the activities planned by the
Christian Ed committee.  All children
and youth will have activities to enjoy.
To help with planning food, please
indicate the number attending on the
sign-up sheet hanging on the youth

board.  You may also call the church office and leave a
message.  Let’s start the New Year together by sharing
this meal!  If you would like to bring a dish to share, please
leave a message with the church office.

Epiphany Prayer
Requests

Anyone wishing to ask for God’s light
to shine on a specific prayer request for
the Epiphany Service on January 6, 2010
needs to write the request and give if to
the church office no later than Dec.
20th.

Call Committee
Update

The Call Committee
met with Rev. Mary Miller-
Zurell, Assistant to the
Bishop on November 29th
to discuss new candidates
that the Synod has screened.
The Call Committee is now
once again in the process of
reviewing candidates.  The Call Committee asks for your
patience and prayers as we dicern each of the candidates
presented, especially during the holiday season.

Again, know - as the Call Committee has often prayed
- that God’s hand is at work in this process and the right
person at the right time will happen according to His will.
And so we continue to move onward in faith . . .
Kevin Oldland, Member of the Call Committee

Habitat for
Humanity

Fellow members of the Body of Christ,
Exciting news, Habitat for Humanity is building a

house in Milford!  This is an excellent opportunity for us
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at Reformation to share the love of Christ and lend a
helping hand to a future Milford home owner.

There are different ways to get involved.  You do not
need to have any experience!

You can volunteer to:
1. Donate money (always in need)
2. Work on the building site
3. Volunteer to provide lunch for the build site
4. Work in the office
5. Work on a committee
6. Work at the ReStore shop (located in Dover)
7. Become a corporate sponsor
8. Donate your car, land, or have your employer

match your donation.
The work starts December 5th and will be every

Saturday except December 26th and January 2nd.  The
workday begins at 7:45am and ends at 3:00pm, but if you
can only work part of the day that’s fine as well.  A group
of at least 10 people can sign up for a day or an individual
can just show up on any given Saturday.  Minimum age
on build site is 16 and you must be 18 to use power tools. 

If you want to get a group together to volunteer to
provide lunch you will need to provide for about 30
people.  Lunch can be: sandwiches, fruit or cookies, water,
gatorade.  If the weather is cold, soup would be great! 
Also, bringing coffee and doughnuts in the morning
would be appreciated.  Let’s energize our church by
helping to build another part of our community!
 

GET THE WORD OUT!
GET THE DONATIONS IN!!
GET THE VOLUNTEERS SIGNED UP!!!

 
For more information you may contact, Mary Lu Wilson,
422-9099 or Pam Thomas, 422-7847.

Knit & Pray
The Knit n’ Pray group continues to
meet on Tuesdays at 11:00am.  You are
welcome to join them or pick up a
pattern for the various projects and work
on your own as your schedule allows.
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WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS
Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June
luncheon meetings are held at 12 Noon.

2009-2010 Officers:
President - Joan Van Gorder
Vice President - Alice Daino
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Dot Willis
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2009 - 2010 Meeting Hostesses (Revised):

December 3rd - Susan Romansky, Covered Dish
Luncheon, 118 West Lucky Estates, Harrington

January 7th - Joan Van Gorder, 302 South DuPont Blvd.
February 4th - Marge Reichhold, 909 West Lane

Wed., March  3rd - Provide Soup for Lenten Soup
Supper, meeting follows, Renate McKenzie provides

refreshments for the meeting
April 1st - Alice Daino, 24 Fairway Street

May 6th - Birthday Luncheon at Noon, Location TBA
June 3rd - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish Luncheon at

Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook Beach

The women of WELCA have been discussing the Women of the
Bible as their topic of discussion during their meetings. The next
woman to be discussed is Joanna. Please remember to bring your

Bibles.

WELCA has contributed to the Parsonage Fund.  The Women
of the ELCA ask that everyone please consider a personal gift

to this important fund.

Cut and Save

Happy
Birthday
1 Charles Williams
2 Iva Reed
2 Mary Lu Wilson
3 Amy McPherson
4 Emily Johnson
6 Mary Anne

Hodge-Gornall
7 Justin Konesey
9 Mia Wright
9 Susan Romansky
10 Karolyn Hayes
11 Trish Boyer
14 Bethel Crockett
14 Cody Hudson
14 George Sharp, Jr.
16 Liz Johnson
17 Anna Rose

Batchelor
17 Evelyn Young
17 Susan Winters
17 Taylor Burkett
18 Joanne Walmsley
20 John Eustis, Jr.
21 Barbara Richard
23 Lezlie Eustis
23 Sarah Lee Kehler

25 James Nielson
25 Michele Postles
26 Alexander Huey
27 Raymond

Engelsiepen
29 Terry Hutter

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
1 Mr & Mr s.

Craig Crawley
18 Mr. & Mrs.

Emmett Venett
19 Mr. & Mrs. John

Crockett
19 Pastor & Mr s.

Wes Hamlin
21 Mr. & Mrs. Pete

Peterson
21 Mr. & Mrs.

Andrew Whitman
23 Mr. & Mrs.

Richard Coherd
25 Mr. & Mrs.

Thomas Postles
29 Mrs. Donna

Wilkins
30 Mr. & Mrs. Ed

Kost
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The Reporter
R e f o r m a t i o n’ s
Email Prayer Chain
is a group of people who have
agreed to set aside prayer time
for specific people as
requested. These people are
not necessarily on the public
worship prayer list and
remain on the network list for
one month. If you wish to include someone on the prayer list or if
you would like to be part of this vital ministry, please e-mail Sharon
Trotman, our church administrative assistant, at rlcsecr19963@aol.com
or call her at the church office at 422-9117.  If you wish to participate
in the prayer chain, you may contact coordinator Trish Boyer at
2trish@comcast.net or phone her at 422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday Mornings.
If you would like to add someone or there is someone on the current
list whose condition indicates that we could remove his or her name,
please call the church office.

David Snyder Jim Reed Sarah Lee Kehler
Voshell Hutchins Bill Loderhose Faye Denkenberger
Susie Bennett Ronnie Gibson Joyce Emory Perry
Linda Plummer Bea Strahle Joe Ouge
Barbara House David Blackwelder Bonnie Russell
Harry Benham Madi Dodge Karen Oldland
Jo DuBois Kim Smith Jackie Kates
Mike Pearson Joan Fetterman Corinne Cresson
George Sharp Sue Burkett Todd Hannah
Vera Gregg Leo Grove Helene Reed
Marybrook Brown Marty Martell Doris Bryant
Mary Belding Carl Nilsson Sam Brewer
Bill Warren Genvieve Hayes Arlene
Charles Johnson Kim Sherry
Ted Ressler Peachie Wachter Sara & Lily
Lisa Thomas Maggie Haggerty Robert Stout
Steven Nick Alex Sammak
Gil Faber Jo Lee Callaway Alexandra Kost
Sally Brown Baby Mia Melissa
The Call Committee


