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November 30th
First Sunday in Advent
The Prophecy Candle
Reminds us of the promise

of our Savior’s coming.

December 7th
Second Sunday in

Advent
The Bethlehem Candle

From this little village
would come the

Savior of the World.

December 14th
Third Sunday in Advent
The Shepherd’s Candle

They didn’t know that
night on the hillside that

their lives would be
changed forever, but they
were the first to hear the

message of salvation.

December 21st
Fouth Sunday in Advent

The Angels’ Candle
Angels tell glad tidings
to the world waiting

for the message.

Reflections
Reflections.  Certainly an appropriate title for this month as we enter the

reflective and pensive season of Advent.  It is my favorite season of the church
year – filled with soft images of candles providing light into the dark corners
of our lives and world; of the color blue adorning our altars and reading desks,
the color of hope; of hymns sung plaintively and slowly as we examine that
darkness of December days being replaced by increasing light from candles
added week after week in anticipation of the Light coming into the world.

It is a season for poetry, hymnic melodies of restrained enthusiasm, and
inward examinations.  And, it is hard to pull-off in a world that demands our
rushing and running and outward preparing.  So, I find that I must be
particularly attentive to the still small voice of God during this busy time,
setting aside moments for reflection and prayer.  Otherwise, I’m not sure I’d
observe much of Advent at all.

Speaking of things Adventish, Sister Doris Klein, C.S.A., once prayed:
“In the cave of our hearts . . . in the fabric of our lives . . . in the soul of the
earth . . . you continue, O God, to be born.”

It’s the phrase “in the cave of our hearts” that brought me up short when
I read her prayer.  And got me thinking.  What happens when we take the
time, even a moment in time, to turn inward in our journeys through this
hectic and busy world?  Do we find shadows in that cave of the heart?  If so, do
they scare us, so we avoid, or do we explore them to find the source of our
fears or worries?  Do we discover God hidden there, as God always finds us no
matter how dark our lives, our hearts, our worlds?  And if we do discover
God’s continuing presence, do we revel in the mystery of this all-knowing
God and sit comfortably in the dark quiet of our cave nights?  Are there images
on the wall of our caves, images created by our histories, our pasts, our successes
and, yes, our failures?  If so, can we forgive them without excusing them?  Can
we view them as maps to where we are right now on the road of life, and leave
them behind enough to gaze into a hopeful future?  And if we enter the cave
of our hearts, can we ever emerge into the light the same?

Such, my friends, is the journey of Advent.  Walk with me, will you, into
that cave this year.  If you do, I guarantee when we stick our heads out to see a
star not far away, the star will lead us to great joy, peace and light.

- Pastor Ludwig
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Musings
from the Director of Family

Ministries

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Here it is almost December and I am still singing
songs from Vacation Bible School held back in June.
Those catchy tunes have a purpose.  One that plays over
and over in my head includes; “when you give, give
generously.”  My, my, my; in many homes this year it is
more like “How can I give anything?”   Most of us are
reconsidering our giving this year and it is because we
have less money to spend on giving.

Well, I have an idea.  What would happen if we started
with, “What will I give up so I can give more?”  Let me
say, I do think of at least two levels of giving.  There is the
gift giving to family and friends.  Cutting back on these
gifts might be a really good idea.

I know too many of us have too much already.
Grownups and children seem to accumulate more and
more.  Adding more to the pile doesn’t seem like such a
good idea even when we have plenty of money to spend.
Once I heard of a mother who told her children they
must give away toys before Christmas.  Broken ones are
tossed, but before new toys can come at Christmas, most
of the old ones must leave the house.  I like her attitude.
Putting a limit on how much each child can have at once
is not a bad plan.  Adults can learn this kind of discipline
also.

The second level of giving is what we give to the
church and organizations that provide the hands to care
for God’s children and creation.  From what I read in the
paper, food pantries, social service agencies and nonprofits
that provide services for the needy have needs that far
out weigh the resources available.  Never have our gifts to
these groups been more needed, and yet, many are cutting
back on what we give.  Now, I ask you, is this what Jesus
would have us do?    I don’t think so.

We are about to celebrate the greatest gift of all; God’s
Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Perfect love.  Total grace.
What thing can make our lives more important?  Our
“thank you, God” is said in no better way than giving
generously.  Let me suggest that we are free to give
generously and joyfully.  Blessed Advent and Merry
Christmas!
Your Sister in Christ,
Sandra Wachter-Myers

Reformation Lutheran will offer three services on The
Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Eve:

7:00pm - Family Service with Special
Children’s Program and Candlelight
Service
9:00pm - Candlelight Service & Holy
Communion
11:00pm - Candlelight Service & Holy
Communion

The traditional candlelight services at 9pm and 11pm will
include special music performances by the adult and handbell
choirs.

The Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Day:  A Morning
Matins Service with carols and lessons will be led by Mrs.
Lezlie Eustis at 10:00am.

Christmas
flower Sales

Christmas Poinsettia Honoraium/
Memorial sales will be received
through Sunday, December 14th.
You may contact Sharon in the
church office, or complete one of the order forms that
will be in the upcoming Sunday bulletins.  The cost for
poinsettias is $7.00.

Once Upon a
Manger

Christmas Eve Pageant
Once Upon a Manger is based upon the traditional carol,
“The Friendly Beasts.”
The Cow, the Donkey, the Sheep and the Dove gather
outside a stable in Bethlehem to share the miracle of Jesus’
birth. Their simple gifts to Him are reminders to us all of
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the true meaning of Christmas. “Joy
to the Word” brings the cast and
congregation together for a jubilant
conclusion.
If anyone is interested in being a part
of this wonderful pageant, contact
Hilary Emory at 422-3115 or Sharon

in the church office, 422-9117. There will be an informative
meeting on November 22nd at 10:00 am.  Practices will
be held on December 6, 13 & 20 from 10:00am to noon.
The last practice on Dec. 20th will be the dress rehearsal
and will run until 1:00pm; lunch will be provided the last
day of practice.

HANGING OF THE
GREENS

Hanging of the Greens will follow
the 11:00am Worship Service on
December 21st as we prepare for
Christmas Eve services.

Morning Bible
Study Group

Continues
The Friday Bible study meets at
10:30am.  This group is open for all
to attend.  Please come and join us.
Whether you are a beginner in Bible
study or one with much experience,
this study welcomes all.  Please note

that we will be taking a little break at the end of 2008.
There will be no studies on December 26th or January
2nd.

New Member
Orientation

New Member Orientation
Sessions will be held for three
Sundays in January (Jan. 4th,
11th & 18th) at 9:45am in the
nave of the church.  These
sessions are for anyone who wishes to either learn more
about the church or to join the ministry and mission of
Reformation Lutheran.  New members will then be
received into membership at the 11:00am service on
Sunday, Feb. 1st.  If you are interested in these classes,
please contact the church office to register so that adequate
resources can be prepared.

Consecration
Sunday

Consecration Sunday (the day when pledges
toward the ministr y and mission of
Reformation Lutheran are received) will be
held on Sunday, January 11th.  Watch for
stewardship mailings over the next months
and pray about your support of this

important ministry we all share.

Celebrating
Jesus’ Birth

The birth of Jesus makes us want to
celebrate!
A party in his honor will be held on
Sunday, December 21st at 9:45am
All are invited to attend.  Come for
“The Story,” games, music and food.

Please bring a gift for Jesus.
He is grateful for all that is given for those in need.  Gifts
do not need to be wrapped.  Appropriate gifts include:
For the Home of the Brave:
paper towels, toilet paper, coffee creamer,
sugar/sweetener in packets, laundry detergent, phone
cards, and gifts cards.
For Families in Transition:
plastic baskets with handles, shampoo & conditioner,
shower gel, shower sponges, powder, combs and brushes,
mirrors, soap, disposable razors & shaving cream, small
packages of tissues.
Also needed are new washcloths, hand towels and bath
towels.
For children and women (all sizes) needed are:
 new or gently used mittens, gloves, sweater, pajamas,
robes, slippers, sweatshirts and pants.
Other items useful include:
new soft toys for infants and toddlers, puzzles, games,
children’s books including board books, trucks and cars,
dolls and stuffed animals.
Milf ord Food Pantry:
Non-perishable food items

Annual
Mitten

Tree
The Mitten Tree will be “decorated”
and presented in the narthex
beginning Sunday, November 30th.
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As is the standard procedure, please choose a mitten or
mittens from the tree and provide the item(s) labeled on
the mitten.  Wrap your gift(s) and secure the mitten to
the package and place underneath the mitten tree
throughout the month of December.

Christmas
Hayride

All families and friends are invited
to Reformation’s Annual Hayride
and Caroling.  We will be
entertaining Heritage Manor and
Genesis residents as well as selected

church shut-ins in town.  Dress warm and bring your best
voice and a flashlight.  We will
be riding on flatbed wagons and
refreshments will be served when
we return from the caroling.
Date: Sunday, December 21st
Time: 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Gathering: Church Parking Lot

ReStore Accepts
Donations and
Offers Great

Buys
Sussex County  Habitat For
Humanity ReStore, open to the
public, accepts donations from
individuals and builders of  new,
surplus, or gently used appliances,
building materials and  furniture
for re-sale to the public.  Prices are
well below retail. All profits from
the ReStore are used to build more

houses with county families.  Donors and volunteers can
call 855-1156 or email: restore@sussexcountyhabitat.org.
Please visit www.sussexcountyhabitat.org to explore the
ReStore site and volunteer opportunities.  Store hours:
Wednesday & Saturday 10:00am – 3:00pm; Thursday
10:00am – 1:00pm.
Denise M. Jackson
Sussex County Habitat for Humanity Restore
107 Depot St., Georgetown, DE 19947
(302) 855-1156
restore@sussexcountyhabitat.org

WHAT GOOD YOUR
GIFTS WILL DO!

A donation to the ELCA World Hunger
Appeal in your name will help care for
children in need around the world
through relief, development, education,
and advocacy efforts.
For example, a $30.00 gift could cover
the cost of a month of care for an orphan
or a set of cooking pots and utensils for
a refugee family. Your gift might help

build a reservoir and bring a clean, safe source of drinking
water to a whole community. Like loves and fishes, God
blesses and multiplies these life-saving gifts.
A gift of even $5.00 or $10.00 a month added to your
offering, marked for World Hunger will do a world of
good.

TEEN BIBLE STUDY
The youth group continues to
sponsor a Bible Study for those
ages 14 – 18.  It is held on every
WEDNESDAY from 7:00pm –
8:00pm at the home of Neal
Richard, 628 Beechwood Ave., Milford, DE.  Light
refreshments will be provided.  If anyone has any questions
or needs directions, please contact Neal Richard: (302)
265-2115, or by e-mail, NAR1824@comcast.net.  Feel free
to bring a friend.

MILFORD PANTRY
THE CUPBOARD IS
NEARLY BARE . . .
The Milf ord Community
Pantry needs your help!
Members of the Reformation
Lutheran Church have collected
food for the Pantry throughout

2008. Due to an increase in the needy population served
by the Pantry, the cupboard is nearly bare. Needed items
are canned tuna fish, ravioli, beef stew, soups, shampoo,
dish detergent, cereal, saltine crackers, peanut butter, and
jelly, also canned vegetables of all kind.
The Milford Community Pantry staff can buy food for
20 cents a pound at the Delaware Food Bank. If you
want to make a donation to purchase items, please
contribute in the collection on Sundays in November.
Make your tax-deductible check payable to the Milford
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Community Pantry and drop it in the offering plate,
marked “Milford Community Pantry.” Please give as
generously as you can to benefit our neighbors in need.

Knit & Pray
The Knit n’ Pray group continues to
meet on Tuesdays at 11:00am.  You
are welcome to join them or pick up
a pattern for the various projects and
work on your own as your schedule
allows.

Choir Practices
The Handbell Choir practices
every Thursday at 6:30pm.  All
“ringers” are welcome!!
The Adult Choir pratices every
Thur sday at 7:30pm.  No
experience necessary, just a desire

to praise God with voice and song!!
The Youth Choir practices on Sunday mornings at
9:30am before Sunday Church School.  All youth Grade
6 and under are welcome!

Altar Flowers
For those of you who are not
aware, the altar flowers are
routinely paid for by members of
the congregation to
commemorate a special event or
person in their life.

In the past, the flower chart
has asked for people to sign up for a specific Sunday and
then they are billed by the florist. The Sundays that did
not have anyone sign up for were then paid out of the
general fund of the church.  This expense has become a
heavy burden due to lack of participation.  So the Worship
and Music would like to try something different:

A flower fund that all who want to contribute $28.50 for
one vase or $56.95 for both vases (this includes delivery service
by the florist) can do so and the billing would be paid by the
treasurer.  People can still sign up for a specific Sunday to have
their name listed in the bulletin along with whom they are
remembering or honoring. There might be 10 people listed for
one Sunday and no one for the next, but the money would be in
the fund to pay for every Sunday.

We have approximately 48 Sundays, 2 vases each at a
cost of $2833.60 for the year. We could place a listing of

how much is in the fund in the weekly bulletin and the
congregation would then be able to add to it as they felt
they could. If you have any questions about the flower
fund, please feel free to call me at 422-2253.

Thank you, Mary K. Konesey Chairperson

Altar Workers
The Altar Guild is in need of
people to clean up after the 11:00
am worship service. As it stands
now, due to the need for the doors
to be locked, Susan Emory and
Karolyn Hayes are setting up the
altar EVERY week. All that is needed is for someone to
clean up on Sundays.  There is a handbook in the sacristy
detailing how to do everything that pertains to the altar.
God has given us all time and talents to use to praise
Him and to partake of His holy meal. We are all welcome
at the altar, therefore we should all be willing to work in
His house. Please prayerfully consider what you can do to
be a woking part of His family at Reformation.

Confirmation at
Reformation

Eleven 7th and 8th graders gather
in the narthex on Sunday
mornings for Confirmation
instruction. Led by Sandra
Wachter-Myers and supported by
Pastor Ludwig, Luther’s Small
Catechism is the focus for this year’s studies.  The Here
We Stand confirmation curriculum is used.  The 8th

graders will be prepared for the Rite of Confirmation on
Pentecost 2009.  The 7th graders will have a second year
of study 2009-10.  Old and New Testament scripture is
the focus of study during their second year.  Periodically,
guests attend the class and share a portion of their faith
story.  If you would like to share your story with the class,
please speak with Sandra Wachter-Myers.

Women’s Group to
Meet

The next meeting for the Women’s Evening Devotional
Group will be Tuesday,
December 2nd.  we will
meet at the church from
6:30pm - 7:30pm.  Come
enjoy fellowship and a
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short devotional.  Your are welcomed and encouraged to
bring a friend.  If you have any questions, please contact
Karen Oldland (302) 752-7130.

Profile
Committee to
Begin Work on

Congregatioinal
Study

As everyone knows,
Reformation Lutheran is
in a transitional
situation.  There are a
number of tasks that
need to be completed as
we move through this
period of time.  The first

task was finding an Interim Pastor.  Pastor Ludwig has
agreed to serve part-time (30 hrs./week) in that role for
one year.  The next step is the appointing of a Profile
Committee who will work with the DE-MD  Synod in an
extensive self-study of Reformation Lutheran.  That
committee has been appointed and it is anticipated that
their work will take six (6) to nine (9) months.  After
adequate completion of the Profile, a Call Committee
will be appointed to again, work with the Synod on
interviewing and selecting from the available candidates,
one that will be asked to serve as our next pastor.  Please
pray for the Profile Committee in their important work,
as well as the Council and Pastor Ludwig as they attend
to the work of keeping Reformation - Spirit - led.
The members of the Profile Committee are:
Sue Owens, Chairperson Todd Hannah
Michele Engelsiepen Kirby Fitzgerald
John Dickson Linda Helm
Levi Dodge

Celebration of
the Upcoming

Epiphany
The doors are open and the food is
prepared.  Come celebrate together.
The Evangelism and Christian
Education committees invite the
congregation to brunch on Sunday,
January 4th at 9:45am.  This Open House
is an opportunity to share good food,
good conversation, and good time with

your sisters and brothers from Reformation.  If you
normally attend the 8:30am service, plan to stay.  If you
prefer worship at 11:00am, please come early.  Additional
activities are available for God’s children; young and old
alike.

The Epiphany  of
Our Lord

Manifestation of the Light to the Nations
Reformation Lutheran will, again
this year, celebrate the Festival of the
Epiphany on Tuesday evening,
January 6th at 7:00pm. The service
will feature the Service of Light,
readings for the festival including the
visit of the Magi to the baby Jesus, a
homily by Pastor Ludwig on that text,
and Holy Communion. Plan now to
attend as we enter into the festive
and light-filled season of Epiphany (which means
“manifestation”).  The name “Epiphany” comes from the
Greek word Epiphania, which translates “to show, make
known, or reveal.”

MONTHLY
FAVORITE RECIPE

This month’s entry is one of the most
requested recipes at Sunday morning
fellowships.  It’s been a couple months
since we’ve had an entry, but we are
certainly excited to FINALLY have Susan
Emory’s popular Pumpkin Dip:

(2) 8 oz. cream cheese
(1) 16 oz. box confectioner’s sugar
(1) large can pumkin pie mix
(1) teaspoon cinnamon
(1/2) teaspoon ginger
(2 or more) packages of ginger snap cookies

Set cream cheese out to soften - recipe will not mix correctly with
stiff cream cheese!  Mix cream cheese and sugar until smooth.
Blend in the pumpkin pie mix.  Add cinnamon and ginger and
mix again until smooth.
To serve, pour dip into serving bowl with a plate full of cookies.
Dip ginger snaps into the dip and enjoy!!

Many, many thanks, Susan!!  Let’s keep those recipes
coming!!
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WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS
Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June
luncheon meetings are held at 12 Noon.

President - Dottie Lofland
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Joan Van Gorder
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2008 - 2009 Meeting Hostesses:
December 4th - Susan Emory, Covered Dish

Luncheon, 1149 Canterbury Road

January - No Meeting
February 5th - Renate McKenzie, 310 Charles St.
Wed., March 4th - Provide Soup for Lenten Soup

Supper, meeting follows, Pat Nilsson provides
refreshments for the meeting

April 2nd - Helene Reed, 405 Marvel Rd.
May 7th - Birthday Luncheon at Noon, TBA

June 4th - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish Luncheon
at Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook Beach

Clip & Save

Happy
Birthday
1 Charles Williams
2 Iva Reed
2 Mary Lu Wilson
3 Amy McPherson
4 Emily Johnson
6 Mary Anne

Hodge-Gornall
7 Justin Konesey
9 Mia Wright
9 Susan Romansky
10 Karolyn Hayes
11 Trish Boyer
14 Bethel Crockett
14 Cody Hudson
14 George Sharp, Jr.
16 Liz Johnson
17 Anna Rose

Batchelor
17 Evelyn Young
17 Susan Winters
17 Taylor Burkett
18 Joanne Walmsley
20 John Eustis, Jr.
21 Barbara Richard
23 Lezlie Eustis
23 Sarah Lee Kehler

25 James Nielson
25 Michele Postles
26 Alexander Huey
27 Raymond

Engelsiepen
29 Terry Hutter

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
18 Mr. & Mrs.

Emmett Venett
19 Mr. & Mrs. John

Crockett
19 Pastor & Mrs.

Wes Hamlin
21 Mr. & Mrs. Pete

Peterson
21 Mr. & Mrs.

Andrew Whitman
25 Mr. & Mrs.

Thomas Postles
29 Mrs. Donna

Wilkins
30 Mr. & Mrs. Ed

Kost
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The Reporter
R e f o r m a t i o n’ s
Email Prayer Chain
is a group of people who
have agreed to set aside
prayer time for specific
people as requested.
These people are not
necessarily on the public
worship prayer list and remain on the network list for
one month. If you wish to include someone on the prayer
list or if you would like to be part of this vital ministry,
please e-mail Sharon Trotman, our church administrative
assistant, at rlcsecr19963@aol.com or call her at the church
office at 422-9117.
If you wish to participate in the prayer chain, you may
contact coordinator Trish Boyer at 2trish@comcast.net or
phone her at 422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday
Mornings. If you would like to add someone or there is
someone on the current list whose condition indicates
that we could remove his or her name, please call the
church office.

Leanne Wharton Vera Gregg
David Snyder Jim Reed
Barbara Donnellan Sarah Lee Kehler
Pam Reichhold Bill Loderhose
Faye Denkenberger James Farlow
Susie Bennett Joyce Emory Perry
Linda Plummer Bea Strahle
Jean Michaud Joe Ouge
Amy Stahr Samuel
Mike Herhold David Blackwelder
George Walmsley Dan Maher
Bonnie Russell Matthew Brooks
Dennis Betty Huffman
Tammy Kehler Bill Hayt
Madi Dodge Janet Westphal
Kevin & Nicole Karen Oldland
Jean Baker


