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Sunday, April 5th – Sunday of the Passion/
Palm Sunday

Homily: “Give It Up For . . .”
Text: Philippians 2: 5-11
Hymn of the Day: 345

Thursday, April 9th – Maundy Thursday
Homily: “An Example”
Text: John 13: 1-17, 31b-35
Hymn of the Day: 360

Friday, April 10th – Good Friday
Homily: “It Is Finished!”
Text: John 19: 30
Hymn of the Day: 353

Sunday, April 12th – The Resurrection of
Our Lord/Easter Sunday

Homily: “It Is Dawn”
Text: Mark 16: 1-8
Hymn of the Day: 361

Sunday, April 19th – Second Sunday of
Easter/Youth Sunday

The Youth of the church take
leadership in worship.
Preacher:  Rebecca Guyer

Sunday, April 26th – Third Sunday of Easter
Homily: “Believing What We Say”
Text: Luke 24: 36b-48
Hymn of the Day: 635

Reflections
While I’m on this topic of things ecclesiastical (ecclesia means “called

out”; referring to the people of God called out from the world to give witness
to what God has done in Christ; in other words, us, the church), let me offer
and then ponder yet another parable of what it might mean for us to live and
work together in the name of Jesus the Christ.  Here it is:
 The church is like the man who pulled into a gas station on the outskirts of
town.  As he filled his tank, he remarked to the attendant (this is an old story,
obviously), “I’ve just accepted a job in town.  I’ve never been to this part of
the country.  What are people like here?”

“What are people like where you came from?” the attendant asked.
“Not so nice,” the man replied.  “In fact, they can be quite rude.”
The attendant shook his head.  “Well, I’m afraid you’ll find the people in

this town to be the same way.”
Just then another car pulled into the station.  “Excuse me,” the driver

called out.  “I’m just moving to this area.  Is it nice here?”
“Was it nice where you came from?” the attendant inquired.
“Oh, yes!  I came from a great place.  The people were friendly, and I

hated to leave.”
“Well, you’ll find the same to be true of this town.”
“Thanks!” yelled the driver as he pulled away.
The first man, now irritated with the attendant’s conflicting reports, asked

the man to explain, “Well, which is it?  What is this town really like?”
What do you think the answer was/is?  Remember this is a parable about

the church.
There are two answers really: 1) You often get what you expect, and 2) We

often get what we create.
Let’s think about those answers for a moment.  “You often get what you

expect.”  If that’s true, then when I encounter a new place, new people, a new
church, what I bring with me colors what I will get.  If I come with the

Mark 16:1-8
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Reflections - Continued

Musings
from the Director of Family

Ministries
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

It’s spring!  This is a season for
looking forward.  “Hope springs

eternal.”  Looking out my kitchen windows I see so much
work ahead of me.  My shoulders hurt as I think about
the raking ahead of me.  ‘So much work to do to have a
pretty yard to enjoy when I look out those same windows
in June. The “what can be’s” dominate my spring
thoughts. Too bad thinking like this doesn’t get me
anywhere.  I need to pick up the rake and go outside.

expectation that most people are unfriendly or aloof, that
is what I will experience, because (listen up here) I am
sure to find that here (or anywhere).  But how about if
what I expect is that the church will be friendly, open,
courteous, and welcoming, the first person that greets me
warmly will reinforce that expectation.

Now, all of this doesn’t relieve any of us from the
responsibility of representing this body of Christ in this
place as the kind of place Jesus intends for us to be.  Just
because a person’s expectations may be slightly less than
positive, doesn’t mean that they can’t be altered or
changed by the reality of what they face.  But it can, and
does, go both ways.

Now, for the second of the answers, which is more
complicated:  “We often get what we create.”  I believe
any group has the power within itself to create their
culture, climate and conditions.  What culture is here at
Reformation, for instance?  What climate has been
created?  If it isn’t what we want it to be (and this calls for
brutal honesty), then how can we change it?

I’m not making any inferences or judgments here at
all.  I’m just simply pointing out that all of us have a stake
in Reformation’s ministry and the kind of church it can
become, through the working of the Holy Spirit in the
believers hearts and minds.

So, what kind of town (read “church”) is this?  It
depends, does it not, on what we expect to find and what
we are willing to help create?

Yep, it all depends.  It’s that old “U R” thing in the
spelling of CHURCH.

- Pastor Ludwig

Our life together (our Christian family) can get stuck
in the “what can be” thinking, too.  Sometimes you just
have to take what is now and get to work.  I am so
impressed with the Property Committee.  This little band
of men and women just do what needs to be done.  The
committee is never caught up with its tasks; it just keeps
going.  Maybe we can use this crew as a model for faithful
service.

There are others who work the same way.  Individuals
who just show up to weed the garden or plant some flours
are few, but some do it.  Jobs get done most of the time.  I
do wonder what we would do if one Sunday it was
discovered that last weeks communion glasses had not
been washed.  Do you think we would decide to just use
the common cup for the wine that Sunday?  So,
Reformation is blessed with the faithful few when it comes
to taking care of a variety of ministries.  I simply wonder
why there are so few.

Let me assure you, no one “has time” to serve; not
even those who do serve.  It is not about time.  It is about
attitude.  The Sunday School teacher with two jobs and a
family believes it is important to tell the story of God and
God’s people.  She shows up to teach even though she
has no time.  The altar worker with job, family, as well as
multitude of community commitments has no time.  She
believes it is important for the table be ready for Holy
Communion on Sunday morning.

I wonder, where would we be today if those women
who had witnessed the crucifixion of Jesus had slept in
on Sunday morning because they were so tired and
exhausted after all they had been through the last three
days.  Would we know of the resurrection if they had
hoped someone else would go and prepare the body of
Jesus?

I am sorry if you do not know how precious is your
life in Christ.  It is precious and it is to be valued.  We
value this life by making sure it is passed on to others.
This takes some effort on your part.  A dozen or so men
and quite a few women were the first to know the power
of the resurrection.  Today you are one of millions who
know the story and are baptized into Christ.  Let me
suggest that you pick yourself up and go help take care of
this body in which you are baptized.  I know where there’s
a rake.
Your Sister in Christ,
Sandra Wachter-Myers
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The events of Holy Week are celebrated in the church
with special services.  Plan now to make your experience
at Easter a more complete and full one by attending these
special services:
Thursday, April 9th – Maundy Thursday
We begin with a Seder Meal in the Social Hall at 6:00pm.
Then, at 8:00pm we go to the nave to participate in the
traditional foot-washing for this evening, followed by a
service of Word and Sacrament.
Friday, April 10th – Good Friday
We gather at 7:30pm to contemplate the cross the Jesus
sacrifice for us.
Sunday, April 12 – The Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter
Sunday
The Council has, again this year, approved a Sunrise
Service at 6:30am, followed by services at our regular times
of 8:30am and 11:00am as we celebrate the Resurrection
of Our Lord.
Plan to be a part of the Christian Community’s
celebrations this year of the events in Jesus’ life and to
celebrate His Resurrection for us.

At What Age May
a Child Receive

Holy Communion?
The Use of the Means of Grace: A Statement on the
Practice of Word and Sacrament says, “There is no
command from our Lord regarding the age at which people should
be . . . first communed.”

Although no particular age is
prescribed by The Use of the Means
of Grace, one guideline is offered.
Because admission to the Sacrament
is by invitation of the Lord to the
baptized, “baptized children begin to
commune on a regular basis at a time
determined through mutual
conversation that includes the pastor, the child, and the
parents . . .”  When a child shows interest in receiving
and parents want their child to receive, the child is
welcomed to the Table of our Lord.  Reformation’s
Educational Ministry offers on-going instruction through
the Sunday School, First Communion Instruction and
Confirmation classes.  Also, parents are to teach their
children the faith and understanding they have received
from Christ through his Church.  Instruction is not
necessary to receive Holy Communion.  Teaching and
learning will take place as a child grows in Christ.
First Communion Instruction is offered to children in
Kindergarten through Grade 5. Classes are scheduled for
June 2nd, 14th, & 21st.  Following the 9:00am service
these 3 half-hour sessions are for children and their
parents.

Sunday, April
19th is Youth

Sunday at
Reformation!

Both the 8:30am and 11:00am
services of worship will be led by
the youth of our congregation.
The readers, the ushers, the

choir, the assisting ministers and even the preacher are
youth.  Pastor Ludwig will be present to preside over Holy
Communion.  Come and see some of what our youth
have to offer.

Morning Bible
Study

The Kingdom of God is like this . .
The Friday Morning Bible Study is
examining the Biblical presentation
of the Kingdom of God.  Scripture
includes passages from the Old and
New Testament. Special attention is
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given to the parables of the Kingdom, part of what Jesus
taught.  Join us at 10:30am each Friday.  Please note, there
is no Bible Study on April 10th (Good Friday).

Quilts for High
School Seniors — A

Reformation
Milestone
Ministry

The quilts for our high school
seniors are in process.  All
members and friends of the
congregation are encouraged to
sign each quilt the Sundays of

April.  Quilts will be placed on tables in the fellowship hall
with instructions on high to sign.
April 26th help is needed to begin the process of assembling and
tying the quilts.  No experience is necessary!  Come and help put
these quilts together.  We meet following the 11:00 service.  This
should be a good time for fellowship as we work to complete this
project.
If you cannot sew or help with the tying, will you contribute
supplies?
Supplies still need to make these quilts:
8 packages of quilt batting – twin size
24 packages of quilt binding (Double Fold)
If you are interested in donating materials, please contact Mary
Rudd Deeter at (302)542-8020 or (302)856-9250.

EASTER CLEANING
OF THE SANCTUARY
Every year the Worship &
Music Committee is in charge
of thoroughly cleaning the
sanctuary, especially the altar
area.  It entails scrubbing, with
Murphy’s Oil Soap, the entire
altar and surrounding floor and all the wood of the pews.
We wash windows in the Narthex, vacuum the sanctuary
floors under the pews and the seats of the pews and the
carpet in the Narthex and generally clean up any trash
left in the hymnal racks. All the silver for communion
and the brass are polished.  This is quite a job but the
sanctuary is renewed for Easter and the risen Christ.
Please prayerfully consider coming out on Saturday, April
11th at 9:00am.  The more people involved, the easier

the job and all will be done in short order. If we do not
have enough people show up we will be limited in the
amount of cleaning we can accomplish.
We will send out cards reminding those that have checked
off cleaning on their time & talent sheets. Maybe you
will consider marking that area during the Ministry Fair
on February 22nd.

- Mary K. Konesey Chairperson

Lenten Soup
Suppers

A T ime for Soup, Fellowship, Learning, Reflection,
and Worship
Take up Lenten Soup Suppers
beginning March 4th.  Each
Wednesday during Lent, the
congregation gathers at:
6:30pm, to share a meal of soup.
7:00pm, The Apostles Creed —

Pastor Ludwig and Sandra Wachter-Myers
7:40pm, Vespers Worship

Topics for the evenings include:
April      1st  —  God, the Holy Spirit (part 2)
April     8th  —  A Creed for Today

Trek to
Discovery Canyon

this Summer
Before you know it, it will be
Vacation Bible School week.
Please plan to help!  June
22nd through 26th is
Discovery Canyon VBS.  VBS
runs from 9:00am to noon each day.  We need group
leaders, activity site leaders and helpers.  We need a snack
coordinator and helpers.  We need help with worship
and storytellers.  Please speak with Sandra Wachter-Myers
if you are able and willing to serve in this program.

CONFIRMATION
CLASS TO EXAMINE
THE SACRAMENTS

Pastor Ludwig will teach the last six weeks of Confirmation
Classes this year as the students examine baptism and
communion.  The Rite of Confirmation (using the
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WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS
Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June
luncheon meetings are held at 12 Noon.

President - Dottie Lofland
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Joan Van Gorder
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2008 - 2009 Meeting Hostesses:
The April meeting has been changed to April 1st
following the Lenten Soup Supper.  Peggy Gallego

will be the hostess.
May 7th - Birthday Luncheon at Noon, Shawnee

Country Club; sign-up sheet in Narthex
June 4th - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish Luncheon

at Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook Beach

Clip & Save

Affirmation of Baptism Service) will take place on
Pentecost Sunday, May 31st at 9:00am.

A FEW DAYS
OFF

Pastor Ludwig will be taking a few days
off following Easter.  He plans to be in
the office on Tuesday, April 14th, but
will be away the rest of that week.

TEEN BIBLE STUDY
The youth group continues to
sponsor a Bible Study for those
ages 14 – 18.  It is held on every
WEDNESDAY from 7:00pm –
8:00pm at the home of Neal
Richard, 628 Beechwood Ave., Milford, DE.  Light
refreshments will be provided.  If anyone has any questions
or needs directions, please contact Neal Richard: (302)
265-2115, or by e-mail, NAR1824@comcast.net.  Feel free
to bring a friend.

Knit & Pray
The Knit n’ Pray group continues to
meet on Tuesdays at 11:00am.  You are
welcome to join them or pick up a
pattern for the various projects and work
on your own as your schedule allows.

Women’s
deveotional

Group growing
The recently formed
Women’s Deveotional
Group continues meet
on the second Tuesday
evening of every month.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, April 14th.  We will
meet at the church from 6:30pm - 7:30pm.  Come enjoy
fellowship and a short devotional.  You are welcomed and
encouraged to bring a friend.  If you have any questions,
please contact Karen Oldland (302) 752-7130.

Altar Workers
The Altar Guild is in need of people to clean up after the
11:00 am worship service. As it stands now, due to the

need for the doors to be locked,
Susan Emory and Karolyn Hayes are
setting up the altar EVERY week. All
that is needed is for someone to
clean up on Sundays.  There is a
handbook in the sacristy detailing how to do everything
that pertains to the altar. God has given us all time and
talents to use to praise Him and to partake of His holy
meal. We are all welcome at the altar, therefore we should
all be willing to work in His house. Please prayerfully
consider what you can do to be a woking part of His family
at Reformation.

Choir Practices
The Handbell Choir practices
every Thursday at 6:30pm.
All “ringers” are welcome!!
The Adult Choir pratices
every Thursday at 7:30pm.  No experience necessary, just
a desire to praise God with voice and song!!
The Youth Choir practices on Sunday mornings at
9:30am before Sunday Church School.  All youth Grade
6 and under are welcome!
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Time and Talent
Forms

Have you filled out your
“ Time and Talent” sheet for
2009?  It is not too late to
take care of this

commitment to Reformation’s many ministries. The
congregation needs many servants in many areas. The
2009 “Time and Talent” is different from previous years.
Everyone needs to read it over and fill it out. Hear the
call, “All Hands on Deck!”  “Time and Talent” sheets
can be found in the narthex or received from Sharon in
the office.

Paint Days
The Property Committee is continuing
with Paint Days every other Saturday
which began March 21st. The next
sessions for April are the 4th and 18th.
We are start at 8:00am or when you get
there and work until about noon.  We

are also looking at getting a few Paint Teams to work on
the Parsonage. You can work when ever you wish and we
will plastic and tape the floors up. To make it even harder,
we are painting the ceilings and walls the same color!
Please email Todd Hannah (toddhannah@comcast.net) or
sign up on the paint team sheet at the church.

Council Corner
The Congregation Council has given improveed
communication top priority.  So starting with the April
edition of The Reporter, we offer the “Council Corner”
which will include bullets of important issues Council is
addressing as well as topics that the Council would like to
make the congregation aware of or seek your input.  Here’s
some of the items Council is addressing this month:

• Getting the Line of Credit paid
off as soon as possible

• Profile Committee work is
almost complete!!!

• Easter Sunrise Service is a go
• Sowing for the Harvest — Synod

Campaign for raising funds for
Gettysburg Seminary,
MarLuRidge and mission
churches

• Council continues to discuss and review the
aspects of Interim Ministry during this time

• Communication as a priority for the Council

The Congregation Council always welcomes your
comments and concerns.  Please feel free to contact any
of the Council members - phone numbers are posted on
the back page of every issue of The Reporter.

easter message
from the Bishop

“Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified . . .has been raised”
(Mark 16:6).
When Mary Magdalene, Mary and Salome came to the

tomb, their hopes and fears
intersected. They wondered aloud
about the impossibly large and heavy
stone that presented an obstacle to
their immediate plans. Worse, what
they thought lay behind the stone
was unspeakably devastating. Jesus,

who embodied the hope of God’s promise in a fully
human life, was not simply dead, but crucified — executed
in the most extreme humiliation, a savage mockery of the
hope that had lived with him.
But the stone was gone, the grave empty. Where they had
expected to hear the silence of death’s mockery, they were
met by an astonishing message that the crucified one was
raised from the dead, that their hope was victorious over
humiliation, and that Jesus lives and is leading the way
into an unexpected, surprising future with God.
Jesus lives and resurrection hope beckons. Jesus’
resurrection on the third day signals that God is not
finished until the life of Jesus renews the whole creation.
Sinners once haunted by the threats of judgment will live
forgiven, restored, renewed and
freed. All lives broken by sin’s
injustices and haunted by
death’s terrors will be
transformed by joy and
transfigured into the new
creation in Christ.
You and I are witnesses of this
new creation. You have been
baptized into Jesus’ death and
resurrection and have heard his
promise. Your lives are hidden
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HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
2 Sherry Brown
7 John Gerhold
8 Donald Hannah
8 Sheree Talbott
9 Gladys Ouge
10 Joel Sullivan
12 Kathy Hubbard
12 Linda Webb
13 Sean Kilgore
14 Georgene Endy
14 Lianne Hosmer
14 Mary Deeter
15 Michelle Bahder
17 Sam Martin, Jr.
18 Christopher

Pope-Wilson
18 Sofia Mueck
20 Alex Towers
22 Ashley Gannon
22 Bev Greason
22 Caitlin Burkett

22 Nathan Fleming
22 Paul Razzano
23 Austin Snyder
24 Brendan Cohee
24 Roy Wilson
29 Kristin Varney

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
8 Mr. & Mrs. Jay

Lewis
8 Mr. & Mrs. James

Talbott
10 Mr. & Mrs. Mike

Lewis
12 Mr. & Mrs.

Michael Callahan
14 Mr. & Mrs.

Robert Van
Gorder

21 Mr. & Mrs. Joseph
Capece

28 Mr. & Mrs. John
Orsini

Luke 24:36-48

in his and he feeds you with a foretaste of the eternal feast
of joy. He will meet you in your hope. He claims your
daily work and makes it into a holy calling. He lives in
you and sends you into the world as an ambassador of
reconciliation, a testimony of God’s incomparable love.
Jesus lives! Your life in him is resurrection witness.
“This is our God . . . let us rejoice and be glad in his
salvation!” (Isaiah 25:9).
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, Presiding Bishop ELCA

Quilting
Transforms Lives

Stories of Faith in Action 2009
JOS,NIGERIA

In Nigeria, HIV-positive
women who take
antiretroviral drugs will
live for some time. But
stigma around their HIV
status means they have
lost homes, jobs and
family support, making

it hard to earn a living.
More than 50 Women of Hope in Jos, Nigeria, are earning
a living from piecing colorful African fabric into quilts,
table runners, and bags. Recently, they tackled their biggest
project yet: turning a painting by Chinese artist He Qi
into a backdrop for the 2008 ELCA Global Mission Event
(GME) in La Crosse, Wis.
Piecing, machine quilting and assembling the 18 x 24-
foot, 61-pound quilt took 13 women several weeks. The
night the quilt made its debut on the GME stage, Women
of Hope member Azur Riki shared her story. Azur told
how Women of Hope helps HIV-positive women
transform their lives. Sixty have been able to live in Bezer
Home, which provides food, shelter, and pays children’s
school fees while women learn sewing skills.
Today, they are renting their own homes, paying their
children’s school fees, and supporting themselves. Some,
like Azur, have purchased land and eventually plan to
return to their home villages, where they are now respected
and recognized as women living with AIDS.
Women of Hope is part of the Mashiah Foundation,
which focuses on the needs of those living with HIV and
works to prevent its spread. With solid support from the
ELCA, the Mashiah Foundation’s holistic HIV/AIDS
education, prevention, testing, counseling, and health
program ministry is making a difference in Jos.
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The Reporter
R e f o r m a t i o n’ s
Email Prayer Chain
is a group of people who
have agreed to set aside
prayer time for specific
people as requested.
These people are not
necessarily on the public
worship prayer list and remain on the network list for
one month. If you wish to include someone on the prayer
list or if you would like to be part of this vital ministry,
please e-mail Sharon Trotman, our church administrative
assistant, at rlcsecr19963@aol.com or call her at the church
office at 422-9117.  If you wish to participate in the prayer
chain, you may contact coordinator Trish Boyer at
2trish@comcast.net or phone her at 422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday
Mornings. If you would like to add someone or there is
someone on the current list whose condition indicates
that we could remove his or her name, please call the
church office.
Vera Gregg Dale Leyden
David Snyder Jim Reed
Barbara Donnellan Sarah Lee Kehler
Pam Reichhold Bill Loderhose
Faye Denkenberger James Farlow
Susie Bennett Joyce Emory Perry
Linda Plummer Bea Strahle
Arlene Joe Ouge
Amy Stahr Samuel
Mike Herhold David Blackwelder
Jean Baker Dan Maher
Bonnie Russell Matthew Brooks
Dennis Theresa Leyden
Don Scherer Bill Hayt
Madi Dodge Janet Westphal
Dominick Karen Oldland
Alfred Wellman Barbara Kane
Jo DuBois Karen Ritter
Robert Woy Kelly Coherd
Doris Bryant Joan Fetterman
The Cresson Family George Sharp
Sue Burkett Cheryl Hodgman
Rick Plaskett Helen Cozad
Mona Neason Family of Bill Zook
Dale & Carol Hammond


