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“To do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” - Micah 6:8

Dear Reformation!
Christ is Risen!  Alleluia!
The mystery of the resurrection is our central mystery.
For Christians, the resurrection enlightens all of our
understanding about what it means to be a human
being.   It was through the power of the resurrection of
Jesus that his first community of followers remembered
and interpreted his life and death.  It was through the
power of the resurrection the followers of Christ were compelled to
communicate the new creation given in Christ.  And it is through the power
of the resurrection we today find the source and end of our lives.  Jesus’ life
and death is God’s full entry into creation.  It is His resurrection which
transforms and carries creation to the heart of the Father.  Jesus anticipates
and gives to us what we will become in Him.  The resurrection is about
communion with God.  All things in Christ come to the Father through the
Holy Spirit.

For those of us involved in the church and religion it is sometimes easy to slip
into believing that our faith is all about trying to be good and trying to help
others and society to be better.  These are laudable and necessary goals, but
Jesus did not come to us to bring us morality.  Jesus came to us to give us
God.  Our morality is a consequence of our contact and union with God.
The ultimate goal of human life is union with God, something that happens
in fullest way in the resurrection.  It is all gift.

When morality is made the center of our faith, we become the arbiters and
dispensers of right and wrong in subtle and often not so subtle ways.  When
our faith is centered on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, and the gift
of the Spirit giving us full communion with the Father in Christ, we become
the bringers of good news.  We no longer measure and mete justice, we bring
communion and life.

The resurrection of Jesus explodes history.  It is the hinge event of all time.
Through it we behold God’s intent and accomplishment for all creation.
Your Vicar in Christ,
Marcel



embrace this truth, we feel compelled to worship God.
Giving God thanks and praise is a natural human response
to this grace of God.  When we gather as the members of
the Body of Christ, God is present.  How good this is.
Even our worship embraces God’s mystery, for it is not
how I feel during worship that makes God present.  It is
in God’s Word that we are in God’s presence and receiving
God’s love.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Living in the world assured
that Christ is with us is mystery as well.  We take Christ
with us. He is not to be hidden in our hearts, but Christ
is to be shared with others.  Where we are, God’s love is
also present.  Thanks be to God.
Your Sister in Christ,
Sandra Wachter-Myers
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Musings
from the Director of

Family Ministries

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Despite our efforts to keep him
out, God intrudes. The life of
Jesus is bracketed by two
impossibilities: “a virgin’s womb

and an empty tomb.” Jesus entered the world through a
door marked, “No Entrance” and left through a door
marked “No Exit.” - Peter Larson

The world does not understand this about God.  Even
the language of religion often has us searching for God.  I
suspect it is our self-centered attitude that leads us to
believe that God is hiding from us. Consequently, the
very means we use to find God can keep us turned from
the God who pursues us.

Mostly I know God through what I have been taught.
My parents, teachers, pastors, and many friends have
shown me God.  I know God through the teachings and
traditions of the Church.  I know God through the reading
and study of scripture.  As I age I learn that what I once
believed to be God is no longer God as I know God today.
Next year, my understanding and knowledge of God might
be adjusted again.

I crave God’s Word.  This Word is Jesus Christ.  Because
it is in Jesus Christ we have all that we need to know of
God, it is to Christ I turn to know God.  More important
than my turning to Christ; is God reaching out to me . . .
to you . . . to all people through Christ.  Our
Lutheran tradition embraces this God act of touching us
with Christ through Baptism and Holy Communion.
Where do I find God?  I find God in Christ.  Where is
Christ? Christ is present in the water and Word of Baptism
and in the Word and bread and wine of Holy
Communion.  Where is Christ?  Christ is in the body of
Christ, the Church.  The Church gathers regularly to
preach the Gospel and share in the sacraments.  Where
there is Word and Sacrament, there is Christ.  Where
there is Christ, there is God.

The mystery of God’s love for us is just that; a mystery.
We are not lovable, even on our best days.  God creates
us to love us.  It is a love without condition.  When we

Tuesday Evening
Bible Study

Who are key people in the Bible?  This basic Bible study
will read the Biblical stories about 10 folks we should all
know.  Who they are and why
they are important will be our
focus.  This group will be meeting
each Tuesday at 7:30pm
beginning April 1st.  All are
welcome.

Milford Bug & Bud
Festival

Reformation will once again have a booth at Milford’s
Bug & Bud Festival on Saturday, April 26th from 9:00am

until 4:00pm.  We will be promoting
our forthcoming Ministry Fair and
making our presence known in the
community.  If you could donate an
hour of your time to help at the
booth, please contact the church
office or Linda Helm at 422-2947.

Small Group Ministries
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SLEEP OVERSLEEP OVERSLEEP OVERSLEEP OVERSLEEP OVER
The Youth Group is hosting a sleep-over for those in
Grades 3 through 6.  The cost is $5.00 per person.  We

ask that everyone bring
a drink and/or snack to
share for throughout the
night.  Feel free to bring
one friend so they can
share in the fun and
experience of this youth

group event.  Please sign up on the Youth Bulletin Board. 
If you have any questions, please contact Neal Richard by
phone, (302) 265-2115, or by e-mail,
NAR1824@comcast.net.  ALSO - We are in need of at least
two adults who will be willing to stay the night and help
chaperone this event.  If you are interested in this and
can help, please contact Neal Richard.  Even though we
do not like to cancel events, if we do not have at least two
other adult chaperones by April 16th, we will have to
cancel this event.
 

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS

1.  PARENT/TEEN OUTING
- White Water Rafting Trip: July
31st - Aug. 2nd.  This event is for

those age 13 and up and their parent/guardian.  More
information will be released in the near future.
2.  FAMILY FUN DAY - On Aug. 9th

the Youth Group will be hosting its
annual Family Fun Day to an
amusement park.  Do to the positive
response to last year’s trip, we will once
again be returning to Hershey Park in
Hershey, PA.  More details to come.

Mar-Lu-Ridge
Summer Camp

Mar-Lu-Ridge has something for everyone.  This summer
for the first time ever, Mar-Lu-Ridge is offering Day Camp

all 8 weeks of their normal Summer
Camp Schedule.  Day Camp is for those
youth ages 6-10 who may not be ready
for the overnight experience.  Day Camp
is an affordable $35 per day and just
$150 for the whole week.  Mar-Lu-Ridge
has a full schedule of camping
experiences from June 17th through

August 8th.  All campers experience and engage in
cooperative learning as well as participate in many different
activities – all in safe, non-threatening, non-competitive,
and hands-on environment.  Build confidence along with
an understanding of what it means to live as a “community
in Christ.”  Programs are offered for campers ages 6 – 18
and 55+.  Base prices have been slashed from last summer.
Weekly costs range from $215 up to $359 depending on
age and scheduled activities.  Horseback riding and other
high adventure activities including rock climbing have
increased costs due to advanced program requirements.
Brochures may be found on the entry display counter or
you may visit www.mar-lu-ridge.org or call (800) 238-9974
for more information, registration forms, or a detailed
listing of the 2008 schedule.

Coming in June:
Rainforest
Adventure

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
This year’s Vacation
Bible School will be held
June 23rd – 27th from
9:00am to Noon each
day.  Children age 3
through 12 will gather to
experience Bible stories
through an interactive
combination of music,

art, science, games, worship, and drama in an imaginary
Rainforest Canopy!  Plan now to participate.  Tell
neighbors and friends.  VBS is open to our members and
the whole community.

Needed:  Workers!  Adults and youth are needed to staff
VBS.  Please speak with Sandra Wachter-Myers or contact
the church office if you want to help with this year’s VBS.
April 27th at noon, a VBS planning meeting will be held.
If you can help decorate, prep crafts, or staff the VBS,
please plan to attend this meeting.  Come on; swing into a
canopy of fun and faith-filled exploration.
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LETTERS
Reformation Lutheran Church Members,
Thank you very much for all of the
wonderful cards.  Whether it was a
condolence card, a get well card, a
birthday card or a multi-purpose card,
they all meant so much to my family and
I.  I am truly blessed to be a part of a
church that is so caring and wonderful.

Again, thank you very much.
Your Church Secretary, Sharon

First Annual
Reformation Ministry

Carnival
May 3rd, 2008 from 4:00pm till 7:00pm.

All  Reformation Lutheran Church
Members, Families & Friends,
AND All  citizens of Milford and
the surrounding areas are invited
to attend the fun and informing
event!  Spread the word; COME &
SEE!!!!!

Stretch and Pray
Resumes on Monday, April 7th at 6:30pm
in the Narthex.  These 40 minutes of
stretching and prayers is an excellent way
to expand both mind and spirit.  The
exercises are easy to do and accommodate
abilities from first timers to advanced yoga
people.  Bring a mat or towel, belt or yoga
strap and wear loose clothing.  Breathing
and quiet are important to the time
together.  I look forward to the
opportunity to pray with you.
Pastor John +
 
Men’s Bible Study

We will meet on April 13th to
continue study of Luke’s Gospel
of Jesus Christ.  Men of all ages
are invited to join this study at
any time.  This dynamic and

important group time is meant to strengthen faith,
improve the knowledge of Scripture and create bonds of
faith.  Don’t we all need that?

FRIDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY

The Gospel of Mark, believed to
be the earliest Gospel written, is
a rich and inspiring writing.
Fridays at 10:30am we gather for
Bible Study exploring this
scripture and learning to apply
its teachings to our lives.  This is an open group and all
are welcome to attend.

TEEN BIBLE STUDY
The youth group will be
sponsoring a Bible Study for
those ages 14 – 18.  It is held on
every Tuesday from 7:00pm –
8:00pm at the home of Neal

Richard, 628 Beechwood Ave., Milford, DE.  We will be
using material from the Delaware-Maryland Synod
website.  Light refreshments will be provided.  If anyone
has any questions or needs directions, please contact Neal
Richard: (302) 265-2115, or by e-mail,
NAR1824@comcast.net.  Feel free to bring a friend.  If you
could please contact Neal Richard so he can have an idea
of how many to plan on, that would be greatly appreciated. 
We look forward to seeing you.

Knit and Pray
We are continuing with our prayer
shawls for those in our prayers. 
The group meets on Tuesday
mornings from 11:00am to Noon. 
For those who are not able to
attend at that time you may
participate by picking up a pattern from Pastor Ranney. 
When our shawls are completed we will have a prayer of
blessing at worship and give them to people in need of
God’s surrounding love.  There is also a pattern available
for a child’s sweater for a program run by Guideposts for
any one interested.

Farewell andFarewell andFarewell andFarewell andFarewell and
ThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgiving

On three successive weeks in May
the congregation is invited to join
together with Pastor Ranney and
his family to share stories, tears and
hugs, and prayers of thanksgiving

Continues on Page 6



WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS
Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June

President - Dottie Lofland
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Joan Van Gorder
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2007 - 2008 Schedule (revised)

Hostesses
April 3, 2008 - Marge Reichold

909 West Lane, Milford.

May 1, 2008 - Birthday Luncheon at Noon
Shawnee Country Club - Please sign up on the

kiosk in the Narthex.

 June 5, 2008 - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish
Luncheon at Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook

Beach

Help Wanted: Coffee Sellers following the
11:00amWorship Services on 1st and 3rd Sundays.

Cut and Save

WELCA Sells Fair
Trade Coffee

on 1st and 3rd Sundays

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to work the sales table on Sunday
mornings. You need not be a member of WELCA to

volunteer.   Please bring exact change or
smaller denomination bills. Thank you!

Regular Whole Bean $5.25
Regular Drip $5.25
Decaf Whole Bean $6.25
Decaf Drip $6.25
French Vanilla Regular Drip $5.50
French Vanilla Decaf $6.50
Hazelnut Cream Regular Drip $5.50
Hazelnut Cream Decaf $6.50
Toffee Caramel Regular Drip $5.50
Toffee Caramel Decaf $6.50
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HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
2 Sherry Brown
3 Helen Larkin
7 John Gerhold
8 Donald Hannah
8 Sheree Talbott
9 Gladys Ouge
10 Joel Sullivan
12 Kathy Hubbard
12 Linda Webb
13 Sean Kilgore
14 Georgene Endy
14 Lianne Hosmer
14 Mary Deeter
15 Michelle Bahder
17 Sam Martin, Jr.
18 Christopher

Pope-Wilson
18 Sofia Mueck
20 Alex Towers
20 Keith Messick
22 Ashley Gannon
22 Bev Greason
22 Caitlin Burkett
22 Nathan Fleming
22 Paul Razzano
23 Austin Snyder
24 Brendan Cohee
24 Roy Wilson
29 Kristin Varney

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
8 Mr. & Mrs. Jay

Lewis
8 Mr. & Mrs. James

Talbott
10 Mr. & Mrs. Mike

Lewis
12 Mr. & Mrs. Gerry

Crane
12 Mr. & Mrs.

Michael Callahan
14 Mr. & Mrs. Robert

Van Gorder
21 Mr. & Mrs. Joseph

Capece
28 Mr. & Mrs. John

Orsini

APRIL
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facilitated by Pastor & Mrs. Blackwelder.  You are invited
as members of the Shepherding Groups but are free to
come when you are best able.  The groups are encouraged
to attend as follows:
Groups 1, 2, and 3 Tuesday, May 13th 7:00pm
Groups 4, 5, and 6 Tuesday, May 20th 7:00pm
Groups 7, 8, and 9 Wednesday, May 28th 7:00pm
Refreshments will be served by the Congregation Council.
Sponsored by the Pastoral Relations Committee.

Bible School &
GODSPEED

CELEBRATION
On Sunday, June 29th, there
will be one service held at
11:00am to celebrate the
conclusion of Vacation Bible
School AND honor Pastor

John’s tenure with Reformation.  This will be John’s LAST
Sunday as Pastor for Reformation Lutheran Church.

Our Favorite
Recipes

As hoped by the Editor, Susan Emory continues a new
tradition by providing us her recipe for her famous Lima
Bean Soup often served at the Lenten Soup Suppers.
Thanks, Susan!!

Soup is made in an eight-quart stockpot.
(6) 9 oz. bags of Ford Hook lima beans
(3-4)14 oz. bags of white Shoe Peg sweet corn
(3) 14.5 oz. cans of diced tomatoes
(1) Tablespoon of apple cider vinegar
(6-8)Tablespoons of sugar (add more or less to taste)
(1) Teaspoon of baking soda

Add salt and pepper to taste
Fill pot half full with water and bring to a boil.  Add lima beans
and cook for 10 or 15 minutes (watch pot, beans boil over easily,
scoop off foam).  Add corn, tomatoes, vinegar, sugar, baking
soda, and salt & pepper.  Add hot water to thin soup.  Let
simmer for about 30 minutes.

The Fellowship Committee asks that you
bring your favorite recipes to the
Ministry Fair in May and drop them in
the box provided at their booth.  The
Fellowship Committee would love to
continue the monthly Favorite Recipe in

The Reporter AND would like to assemble a Reformation
Cook Book.  Upcoming issues will feature Sue Owens
Jambalaya and Margo Ranney’s breakfast casserole shared
on Christmas morning.  Good food and lyrical worship –
now that’s Lutheran!!

“The Insecure Tomb”
The Rev. Dr. Mary Hinkle Shore
March 23, 2008, Easter Sunday

Matthew 27:62-28:10
“Go,” Pilate says to the chief priests. “You have a guard of soldiers.
Make the tomb as secure as you can.” Security is almost everyone’s
concern in the last chapters of the Gospel.

· Those who arrest Jesus do so with the enhanced security
of swords and clubs.

· In response to the arrest, the disciples flee the garden
and desert Jesus, finding their security in the cover of
darkness and the swiftness of a runner’s pace.

· Peter swears by an oath that he does not even know
Jesus-three denials, all meant to get him out of harm’s
way.

· Pilate’s wife tries to keep her husband safe from the
prisoner who stands before him by sending Pilate word
to “have nothing to do with that righteous man” (27:19).

· Then, even after Jesus is safely dead, the chief priests
know that “you can’t be too careful.” They need a guard
at the tomb, for security. Pilate sends them on their
way. “Knock yourselves out, boys. Make it as secure as
you can.”

If the people who try to sell us things are any indication, security
is able to capture our imagination just as it captured Peter’s and
the chief priests’. Everything from tire treads to investment advice
is marketed with a thirty-second story line that features a threat
to our security and then answers the threat with the product
offered for sale. The tire tread commercials are generally set on a
dark and stormy night, and they generally feature a woman driving
a toddler somewhere. It is all a cliche, but what - you want poetry
in thir ty seconds? What you get instead is news about what kind
of tires your loved ones need to get home safely.
Political ads often have a more subtle message but one that is
equally concerned with leaving us feeling just a little insecure -
insecure, that is, until we vote for the preferred candidate.
Candidates vie to be identified as the one who will be the most
tough on crime, the one who has the best plan for securing the
borders, or the one who can best protect us from all enemies
foreign and domestic.
Everyone is interested in keeping us safe. Cell phones, security
systems, taking our shoes off in the airport security line, getting
the right medical tests after the age of 50: almost everything can
be sold as a way to keep us free from threat.
I teach at a theological seminary, and it occurs to me that even
Christian education could be marketed this way. Some people
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who are suspicious of seminaries and divinity schools may wonder
if this is not the way we imagine things. It is as if theological
education came with the tagline, “Keep your friends close, and
your enemies closer.” The TV commercial might sound
something like this:

· Not sure if the Almighty has your best interests at heart?
We have theologians who can help you keep a potentially
wrathful deity right where you want it.

· Troubled by a call to radical discipleship? After a few
seminary courses, you will begin to think of yourself as
a professional instead of a disciple, dare we say even a
leader, rather than a follower.

· Not sure what to do with tough texts in the Bible? When
the texts get tough, our Bible faculty get sophisticated.
Give us a confounding or convicting Word, we’ll give
you a reading strategy.

It’ll be okay. You’ll see. We’ll make the tomb as secure as we can.
It doesn’t work. It doesn’t work for Peter to follow Jesus from a
safe distance. It doesn’t work for Pilate to wash his hands and
declare himself innocent. It doesn’t work for the chief priests to
secure Jesus in a sealed tomb. All this dabbling with security
runs right up against an earthquake. When tectonic plates are
shifting, a sturdy tire tread is not much help. Neither is a guard
of soldiers, or a playfully imaginative construal of the biblical
text.
In response to the earthquake, and to the appearance of an angel
who looks like lightning, everyone in the security detail faints
dead away from fright. (Apparently nobody said anything about
lightning-complexioned angels in boot camp.) Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary do manage to maintain consciousness. To
them, the angel says, “Don’t you be afraid. I know that you are
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has
been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then
go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you
will see him.’ This is my message for you.”
It seems that the women take to heart everything that the angel
says, except for that part about not being afraid. Matthew says
they leave the tomb with fear and great joy. They are joyful, but
it does not appear that they feel exactly safe. They are living in a
world where the ground is not staying put under their feet and
where at least one of the dead has not stayed dead. Neither of
these realities would inspire a feeling of security.
Both frightened and joyful, the women run to tell the disciples.
On the way, they run into Jesus. Jesus, like the angel before him,
says to the women, “Do not be afraid.”
“Do not be afraid.” This time the word as it is spoken by Jesus
has the desired effect. It is the last anyone speaks of fear in the
Gospel.
Years ago, as someone poured wine from a chalice into my
communion glass, he said, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”
It was a jarring emphasis on the preposition. Readers and liturgists
usually know that prepositions are not the most important words
in a sentence. The line is usually spoken, “The blood of Christ
shed for you,” and it probably should be spoken that way. But
that day, when the assisting minister punched the preposition, I
thought-for the first time in my life I thought - you know, it

could have gone the other way. The blood of Christ could have
been shed against me.
When Jesus says, “Do not be afraid,” he makes it clear that what
could have happened did not. The earthquake and the
resurrection are both signs that the end is at hand. But what
kind of end? Until the women see Jesus, they do not know
precisely what kind of end it will be. What about those who
deserted Jesus, and the one who denied him, and those who
were powerless to do anything but look on as the grisly scene of
crucifixion unfolded? What about them? In the end, will they
find that his blood is a judgment against them? Will we? “Do
not be afraid,” Jesus says.
“Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see
me.”
As the first Christians came to recognize the risen Christ, they
experienced boldness and freedom of speech that surprises those
of us who read their stories. It is as if their security came from
the inside out. They were not afraid of people who scoffed at
their claims. They were not afraid of authorities who ordered
them to stop speaking of Jesus. They were free from what the
neighbors thought about them and free from what the established
power structure could do to them.
What might that kind of freedom mean for you? How might it
change the way you listen to the nightly news? How it might it
change the way you pass a stranger on the sidewalk? How might
it change the way you imagine who was against you and who was
for you?
I’m not saying that no one ever means us harm. Certainly, the
first disciples were often in harm’s way after their experience of
Christ’s resurrection. I’m only saying that even when they were
threatened, the threat did not own them. It did not define them.
Someone else’s power over them did not become the only thing
they knew about themselves. They also knew that even after all
their mistakes, after all their displays of cowardice and foolishness
and fear, Jesus had come back to them. He had gone ahead of
them to Galilee, and he had promised to be with them till the
close of the age.
Do not be afraid. In Christ, God is not an enemy you need to
keep closer than your friends in order to formulate a strategy for
containment. Do not be afraid. Tectonic plates are shifting, yes,
but it is because God is creating a new heaven and a new earth.
Do not be afraid. Your life and your security are where they have
always been - hid with Christ in God. And, brothers and sisters,
Christ is risen!

Let us pray.
Risen Lord Jesus, victorious over death, in compassion for your
troubled friends, you appeared in many places that they might
dare again to trust. In a world full of so much fear, strengthen us
also with signs of your presence. Meet us on the way so that we
might be no longer afraid. Free us from everything that would
lead us to doubt your love for us and for the world and inspire
our witness to the joy and the hope of your resurrection. Amen.

The Rev. Dr. Mary Hinkle Shore is associate dean for First Theological
Degree Programs at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN.
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The Reporter
Reformation’s Email
Prayer Chain is a group
of people who have
agreed to set aside prayer
time for specific people
as requested. These
people are not
necessarily on the public
worship prayer list and remain on the network list for
one month. If you wish to include someone on the prayer
list or if you would like to be part of this vital ministry,
please e-mail Sharon Trotman, our church administrative
assistant, at rlcsecr19963@aol.com or call her at the church
office at 422-9117.
If you wish to participate in the prayer chain, you may
contact coordinator Trish Boyer at 2trish@comcast.net or
phone her at 422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday
Mornings. If you would like to add someone or there is
someone on the current list whose condition indicates
that we could remove his or her name, please call the
church office.

David Snyder Marion Oglesby
Barbara Donnellan Sarah Lee Kehler
Pr. Mark Henry Pam Reichhold
Faye Denkenberger James Farlow
Susie Bennett Joyce Emory Perry
Linda Plummer E. Alan Draper
Theresa Leyden Ruby Narucki
Jim Reed Jean Michaud
Linda Martha Gerald
Keith Linda Ann
Samantha Hannah Mary
Paul Richard Kristin
Jim Janet Lynn
Ray Jacob George
Linda James Bruce
Bernic Mindy Andrew
Charles Lois Rachel
Iris Nancy Emily
Doug Doris Vicki
Barbar Chester Bonnie
Helen Todd Pam
Robert Marilyn Edith
Wila Tom Valerie
Stacy Frances Dominique
Joy Jennifer Hans
Betty Dee Renee
Glenda Ruben Maria
John Rose Dorothy
Joyce Connie Ethel
Bobby Helen Mary Ann


