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new era upon us!
Call Committee Recommends Candidate for Next Pastor

Congregational Meeting Set for Sunday, April 18th
By the time you

receive this edition of
The Reporter, you
should have in hand
a letter from Council
establishing the date
for a Called

Congregational Meeting to act on the
recommendation from Council to call our next
pastor, a profile of the candidate unanimously
selected by the Call Committee, and a letter
from the Call Committee Chair, Trish Boyer,
summarizing the last eight months of hard work
to reach this threshold of a new era for
Reformation.  The Call Committee & Council
have been working closely with the Rev. Mary
Miller-Zurell, Assistant to the Bishop, MD-DE
Synod ELCA, and following the guidelines set
forth by our synod.  As explained in the letter,
the Council met the candidate and unanimously
endorsed the Call Committee’s recomendation.
A sub-committee met with the candidate and a

compensation package has been worked out and
will be presented at the Congregational Meeting.

YOU will have an opportunity to meet the
pastoral candidate and his family on the evening
of Saturday, April 17th at 5:00pm for a Potluck
Dinner & Social to be held at the church.  On
Sunday, April 18th, we will hold a single worship
service at 11:00am and you will have an
opportunity to hear the pastor preach the
sermon.  A representative from the MD-DE
Synod will preside over the worship service and
the Congregational Meeting, which will
immediately follow the service.

It has been a long road for Reformation to
reach this wonderful milestone, and your
presence is absolutely vital.  A well-attended
social event, worship service, and congregational
meeting will send a positive message to this
candidate that we are excited and ready for
him!!!  So mark the dates: 4/17 & 4/18 and
make ready for a new and exciting future for
Reformation Lutheran Church!!!!!



The events of Holy Week are celebrated in the church
with special services.  Plan now to make your experience
at Easter a more complete and full one by attending these
special services:
Thursday, April 1st – Maundy Thursday
We begin with a Seder Meal in the Social Hall at 6:00pm.
Then, at 8:00pm we go to the nave to participate in the
service of Word and Sacrament.
Friday, April 2nd – Good Friday
We gather at 7:30pm to contemplate the cross the Jesus
sacrifice for us.
Sunday, April 4th – The Resurrection of Our Lord,
Easter Sunday
We will celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ, at 8:30am and 11:00am.
Plan to be a part of the Christian Community’s
celebrations this year of the events in Jesus’ life and to
celebrate His Resurrection for us.

Yard Sale to
Benefit Youth &

Missionaries
There will be a Yard Sale at
the church on Saturday, April
17th beginning at 7:00am to
benefit two organizations.
Items donated and sold by the
church will have all funds

given to the Youth Ministry at Reformation for event

funding.  Items donated and sold by the Christian
Motorcyclist Association will have all funds given to the
International Missionary Operations.  Any and all items will
be accepted from all members of the congregation to sell
at the yard sale.  Clean out the garage, the attic, the kids
rooms for toys, and anywhere else in the house that needs
a clean out.  If you have any items that you would like to
donate, we will accept them early and put them in storage.
Call Todd Hannah at (302) 242-8457 for more
information.

Vicar Now a
Pastor!

Vicar Marcel Narucki has been
called to be the Pastor of St.
Matthew’s Lutheran Church in
Aurora, Colorado, a congregation
started in 1948.  He was ordained
on Saturday, February 20, 2010 and
the Rev. John Ranney gave the
homily.  Pastor Narucki’s home address is: 2869 Blue Jay
Way, Lafayette, CO 80026 if you would like to send cards
or letters.

Vacation Bible
School

Summer is just around the corner, and here at
Reformation, we’re planning an exciting Vacation Bible
School.   Renew: The Green VBS will be held the week
of June 21st – 25th.  At Renew, kids explore the Bible
with the Parable of the Sower, and discover ways to care for
God’s creation.  We will have an amazing time growing
in faith, having fun, and changing the world!
There are many opportunities to participate and many
levels of participation. Volunteers will be needed to
shepherd small groups to activities, “Gather/Send”
Leaders and Assistants, Activity Site Leaders and
Assistants (all or part of week), Preschool Site Leader and
Assistants, Snacks Leader, Games Leader, material
preparers and more.
We will also be collecting the following recycled items:

• Seed packets with or without seeds
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• Old seeds
• Wild seeds acorns maples, berries, etc.
• Large seed pits - avacados, peach, plum
• Gardening magazines and catalogs
• Maps, travel pictures, photos of farmers from

other lands
• Cereal box cardboard fronts and backs
• 12 inch squares of plain colored fabric

For more info contavt Karolyn Hayes at (302) 422-5096
or khayesus@yahoo.com.
Thanks in advance,
In Christ,
Karolyn

2010 Flower Chart
A new flower chart is hanging
in the Narthex and ready for all
to sign up to honor or
memorialize a loved one(s)
during the year.  Please note that
the payment format has
changed.  You must pay the
church office for your flowers.  The florist no longer
bills each person individually.  The church is paying each
month to the florist directly.  Our budget does not allow
for the church to be responsible for the flowers
throughout the year.  Congregational participation is
necessary to offset this cost.
No flowers are placed on the altar during the season of
Lent but monies can be contributed to the flower fund
during that time.
Also, coffee cans are needed to set the flowers in when
delivered to shut-ins.  Please bring in your empty cans.
Thank you for your support of the flower ministry.
 
Preparation for

Easter Sunday
Worship

Sanctuary Cleaning for Easter
will be on April 3rd at 9:00am.
We need more lots of people to
do this important task.
Everything in the sanctuary is
scrubbed and polished.  This is
quite a job and more hands will
complete the job in less time.
Please mark your calendars for this act of service to ensure
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that the Easter festivities are enjoyed by all.  Thank you
for your help!!

Where the heck
is everybody???

    Come on people!  Worship attendance has become
pitiful on Sunday mornings.  Have you all stopped
needing God in your lives?  Is faith and belief in God no
longer a part of your journey in life?  Just because we
have lost our pastoral leader does not mean we do not
need the love and support of each other.  I’m sure God is
not too pleased with us right now.  We need to show up
for church on Sunday to show love and support to God’s
calling, not for the minister’s sake.  People are going
through difficult times right now, staying away from
church is not going to make them better or go away.  We
need each other now more than ever.  Please consider
putting church back in your Sunday morning activity. 
Come back and see old friends.

Love in Christ,
Georgene Endy

Choir Robes in
Need of

Replacement
New choir robes are necessary.  We are
checking with a local seamstress as to the
cost of having them made.  They average
between $80 and $130 through the
catalogues we use for church supplies.
Anyone wishing to donate to the Choir
Robe Fund may do so through the church
office, marking your donation as “choir
robes”.

 
Women’s

deveotional
Group

The Women’s
Deveotional Group will
meet on the second
Tuesday in April.  The
next meeting will be
Tuesday, April 13th.  We will meet at the church from
6:30pm - 7:30pm. Come enjoy fellowship and a short
devotional.  Our group continues to expand and you are
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invited to join us when you can.  You are also welcomed
and encouraged to bring a friend.  If you have any
questions, please contact Karen Oldland (302) 752-7130.

TEEN BIBLE STUDY
The youth group continues to
sponsor a Bible Study for those
ages 14 – 18.  It is held on every
WEDNESDAY from 7:00pm –
8:00pm at the home of Neal

Richard, 628 Beechwood Ave., Milford, DE.  Light
refreshments will be provided.  If anyone has any
questions or needs directions, please contact Neal
Richard: (302) 265-2115, or by e-mail,
NAR1824@comcast.net.  Feel free to bring a friend.

Knit & Pray
The Knit n’ Pray group continues to
meet on Tuesdays at 11:00am.  You
are welcome to join them or pick
up a pattern for the various projects
and work on your own as your
schedule allows.

Clothing Closet
Now Open

The Clothing closet is once again accepting clothes.  You
may place your clothing donations in the bin located in
the foyer by the entrance doors.  Children’s clothing and
winter attire are especially needed at this time.

Choir Practices
Youth Choir is for individuals
who are young in spirit and
heart.  Join the children of
Reformation learning to sing,
read music, play hand chimes,
and moving to rhythms and
music.   Youth Choir meets

Thursdays 4:30pm to 5:30pm.
Hand Bell Choir is for anyone who loves music.   It is
not necessary to read music or even count.  The choir
will give you support and help.   Come and be surprised
how the sound of music develops when the bells ring,
played by many hands.  Hand Bell Choir meets 6:30pm
to 7:30pm on Thursdays.
Adult Choir  is open to everyone.   Come and join our

celebration of the Word in music.  You do not have to
read music, just enjoy singing.  We sing one service a
week alternating between the 8:30am and the 11:00am
worship services.  Adult Choir meets 7:30pm to 8:30pm
on Thursdays.

The Prophet
Mary

Text: John 12:1-8
Today we are headed to a home in the Jerusalem suburb of
Bethany, where Jesus stopped in to see his old friends Mary,
Martha and Lazarus before he entered the city for the last time.
He loved them, John tells us, although he does not tell us why.
Maybe there is no “why” to love.  They called him Lord, so they
knew who he was, and yet they were not his disciples, at least
not in any formal sense.  They were his friends, the three people
in whose presence he could be a man as well as a Messiah.
Just days before, Jesus had worked a miracle at their house.  He
had been across the river when the sisters’ urgent message
reached him.  “Lord,” it read, “he whom you love is ill.”  So he
had come to them, knowing full well it was too late.  Lazarus
was so dead that he stank, so dead that Jesus stood in front of
his tomb and wept.  Then he roared so loud at death that he
scared death away.  While the sisters tried to decide whether to
run away too, their brother Lazarus came stumbling from his
tomb, trailing his shroud behind him like a used cocoon.
Now Jesus has come back to Bethany with the temple posse hot
on his trail.  By raising Lazarus from the dead he has graduated
from the category of “manageable nuisance” to “serious threat.”
News of the incident has sent his followers over the top.  There
is not a chance Pilate is going to ignore them during the Passover
festival.  It is time for Jesus to be disappeared before he leads
hundreds to their deaths.  So his days are numbered and he
knows it.  When he arrives at his friends’ house in Bethany,
they can see it on his face.
So they take him in and care for him, shutting the world out
for this one night at least.  Lazarus is still clumsy from his four
days in the tomb.  He sits and stares while Martha makes a
stew.  Mary, meanwhile, has slipped away, gone to find
something in her room.  Martha is used to this.  Mary is always
disappearing, even when she is sitting right there with everyone
else.  She gets this look on her face, like she’s listening to
music no one else can hear.  Martha knows there is nothing to
be done but to work around her, being careful to reel Mary in
when she drifts too far.
Finally, supper is on the table and they all sit down to eat,
saying what they hope and hiding what they fear.  Lazarus sits
near his friend Jesus, unaware of the trade that has occurred.
Jesus was safe across the river, beyond the reach of his enemies.
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By returning to Bethany, he has traded his life for the life of his
friend.  Funny, huh?  The recently deceased Lazarus of Bethany
will outlive the savior Jesus of Nazareth.
No one notices that Mary has gone again until she comes back
holding a clay jar in her hands.  Wordless, she kneels at Jesus’
feet and breaks the jar’s neck.  The smell of spikenard fills the
room – sharp scent halfway between mint and ginseng.  Then,
as everyone in the room watches her, she does four remarkable
things in a row.
First she loosens her hair in a room full of men, which an
honorable woman never does.   Then she pours perfume on
Jesus’ feet, which is also not done.  The head, maybe – people
do that to kings – but not the feet.  Then she touches him – a
single woman rubbing a single man’s feet – also not done, not
even among friends.  Then she wipes the perfume off with her
hair – totally inexplicable – the bizarre end to an all around
bizarre act.
Most of us are so moved by the scene that we overlook its
eccentricities, or else we don’t care. The point is that she loved
him, right?  Right.  But we also confuse this account with three
others in the Bible – one each from Matthew, Mark and Luke.
In the first two, an unnamed woman anoints Jesus’ head at the
house of Simon the Leper during the last week of his life.  In
the third story, the scene happens at Simon the Pharisee’s house,
much earlier in Jesus’ ministry.  There Jesus is eating supper
when a notorious sinner slips into the room and stands weeping
over his feet, then drops to the ground to cover them with
kisses before rubbing them with oil of myrrh.
Only in John’s version of the story does the woman have a
name – Mary – and a relationship with Jesus – not a stranger,
not a notorious sinner, but his long-time friend – which makes
her act all the more peculiar.  He knows she loves him.  He
loves her too.  So why this public demonstration, this odd
pantomime in front of all their friends?  It’s extravagant.  It’s
excessive.  She’s gone overboard, as Judas is quick to note.
“Why wasn’t this perfume sold for a whole lot of money and
given to the poor?”  That’s what Judas wants to know, but Jesus
brushes him aside.
“Leave her alone,” he says.  “She bought it so that she might
keep it for the day of my burial.  You always have the poor with
you, but you do not always have me” – which is about as odd a
thing for him to say as what Mary did.  Here is the champion of
the poor, always putting their needs ahead of his, suddenly
reversing course.  Leave her alone.  Leave me alone.  Just this once,
let her look after me, because my time is running out.
Whatever Mary thought about what she did, and whatever
anyone else in the room thought about it, Jesus took it as a
message from God – not the hysteric ministrations of an old
maid gone sweetly mad but the carefully performed act of a
prophet.  Everything around Mary smacked of significance –
Judas, the betrayer, challenging her act; the flask of nard –
wasn’t it left over from Lazarus’ funeral? – and out in the yard,
a freshly vacated tomb that still smelled of burial spices, waiting
for a new occupant.  The air was dense with death, and while
there may at first have been some doubt about whose death it
was, Mary’s prophetic act revealed the truth.

She was anointing Jesus for his burial, and while her behavior
may have seemed strange to those standing around, it was no
more strange than that of the prophets who went before her –
Ezekiel eating the scroll of the Lord as a sign that he carried
the word of God around inside of him (Ezekiel 2), or Jeremiah
smashing the clay jar to show God’s judgment on Judah and
Jerusalem (Jeremiah 19), or Isaiah walking around naked and
barefoot as an oracle against the nations (Isaiah 20).  Prophets
do things like that.  They act out.  They act out the truth that
no one else can see, and those standing around either write
them off as nuts or fall silent before the disturbing news they
bring from God.
When Mary stood before Jesus with that pound of pure nard in
her hand, it could have gone either way.  She could have anointed
his head and everyone there could have proclaimed him a king.
But she did not do that.  When she moved toward him, she
dropped to her knees instead and poured the perfume on his
feet, which could only mean one thing.  The only man who got
his feet anointed was a dead man, and Jesus knew it.  “Leave
her alone,” he said to those who would have prevented her.  Let
her finish delivering the message.
So Mary rubbed his feet with perfume so precious that its sale
might have fed a poor family for a year, an act so lavish that it
suggests another layer to her prophecy.  There will be nothing
economical about this man’s death, just as there has been
nothing economical about his life.  In him, the extravagance of
God’s love is made flesh.  In him, the excessiveness of God’s
mercy is made manifest.
This bottle will not be held back to be kept and admired.  This
precious substance will not be saved.  It will be opened, offered
and used, at great price.  It will be raised up and poured out for
the life of the world, emptied to the last drop.  Before that
happens, Jesus will gather his friends together one last time.
At another banquet, around another supper table, with most of
the same people present, Jesus will strip, tie a towel around his
waist, and wash his disciples’ feet.  Then he will give them a
new commandment: Love one another, as I have loved you.
At least one of the disciples will argue with him, while others
will wonder if he has lost his mind.  But a few will watch him
working on their feet and remember Mary bending over his feet
like that – the prophet Mary – who knew how to respond to
Jesus without being told, the one who acted out his last, new
commandment before he ever said it.  Remembering her may
help them leave him alone while he finishes delivering his message.
At home in Bethany, the storm clouds are still piling up against
the door when Mary gives the forecast: it will be bad, very bad,
but that’s no reason for Jesus’ friends to lock their hearts and
head to the cellar.  Whatever they need, there will be enough
to go around.  Whatever they spend, there will be plenty left
over.  There is no reason to fear running out – of nard or of life
either one – for where God is concerned, there is always more
than we can ask or imagine – gifts from our lavish, lavish Lord.
Amen.
The Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor is an Episcopal priest and well-known
author. She is currently on the faculty of Piedmont College in northeast
Georgia and Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, GA.



Page 6

WELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWSWELCA NEWS
Afternoon meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 1:00pm.     September – June
luncheon meetings are held at 12 Noon.

2009-2010 Officers:
President - Joan Van Gorder
Vice President - Alice Daino
Secretary - Connie Howell

Treasurer - Dot Willis
Devotions – Maggie Haggerty

Program – Helene Reed

2009 - 2010 Meeting Hostesses:
April 1st - Susan Romansky, 118 W Lucky

Estates Drive, Harrington DE
May 6th - Birthday Luncheon at Noon,

Location TBA
June 3rd - Dottie Lofland, Covered Dish Luncheon

at Noon, 9147 Shore Drive, Prime Hook Beach
Cut and Save

March
HAPPY

BIRTHDAY
1 Doris Adams
1 Steve Twilley
3 Gwendolyn Hebert
4 Pastor Wes Hamlin
5 Chris Gannon

5 Shirley Gerhold
6 Kandy Lucas
7 Connie Howell
8 Chris Sohn
8 Dakota Madanat
8 Florence McGinniss
9 Dawn Guyer
10 Janet Lonergan
10 James Kehler
10 Shannon Wilson
11 Cameron Griffith
12 Alex Ingram
12 Mike Lewis

12 Timothy Dodge
13 Barbara Barker
14 Muriel Kuhlman
14 Nancy Burkett
16 Anne Dawson
17 Heather Fitzgerald
18 Rebekah Kent
20 Jill Racz
20 John Burkett
21 Jay Adams
23 Mark Nauman
23 Rex Batchelor
25 Mark A. Nauman
27 Karen Orsini
28 Barbara Messick
29 Kathy Hamstead
29 Melissa Kehler
29 Tim Wilson
29 Ralph Willis
31 Gabriel Cote, Jr.
31 Tammy Kehler

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
3 Mr. & Mrs. Richard

Luiken
9 Mr. & Mrs. James

Kehler
16 Mr. & Mrs. Scott

Wright
21 Mr. & Mrs. Glen

Mumford
23 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel

Haggerty
31 Mr. & Mrs. Jay

Konesey

April
HAPPY

BIRTHDAY
2 Sherry Brown
7 John Gerhold
8 Donald Hannah
8 Sheree Talbott

9 Gladys Ouge
10 Joel Sullivan
12 Kathy Hubbard
12 Linda Webb
13 Sean Kilgore
14 Georgene Endy
14 Lianne Hosmer
14 Mary Deeter
15 Michelle Bahder
18 Christopher

Pope-Wilson
18 Sofia Mueck
20 Alex Towers
22 Ashley Gannon
22 Bev Greason
22 Caitlin Burkett
22 Nathan Fleming
22 Paul Razzano
23 Austin Snyder
24 Brendan Cohee
24 Roy Wilson
29 Kristin Varney

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY
8 Mr. & Mrs. Jay

Lewis
8 Mr. & Mrs. James

Talbott
10 Mr. & Mrs. Mike

Lewis
12 Mr. & Mrs.

Michael Callahan
14 Mr. & Mrs.

Robert Van
Gorder

21 Mr. & Mrs. Joseph
Capece

28 Mr. & Mrs. John
Orsini
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R e f o r m a t i o n’ s
Email Prayer Chain
is a group of people who
have agreed to set aside
prayer time for specific
people as requested.
These people are not
necessarily on the public
worship prayer list and remain on the network list for
one month. If you wish to include someone on the prayer
list or if you would like to be part of this vital ministry,
please e-mail Sharon Trotman, our church administrative
assistant, at rlcsecr19963@aol.com or call her at the church
office at 422-9117.  If you wish to participate in the prayer
chain, you may contact coordinator Trish Boyer at
2trish@comcast.net or phone her at 422-3483.
The following list is used for public worship on Sunday
Mornings. If you would like to add someone or there is
someone on the current list whose condition indicates
that we could remove his or her name, please call the
church office.

David Snyder Jim Reed Joe Myers
Voshell Hutchins Bill Loderhose Donna Thurston
Susie Bennett Ronnie Gibson Joyce Emory Perry
Linda PlummerBea Strahle Joe Ouge
Barbara HouserCarol Hammond Bonnie Russell
Harry Benham Madi Dodge Karen Oldland
Jo DuBois Kim Smith Jackie Kates
Don Abrutyn Joan Fetterman Corinne Cresson
George Sharp Sue Burkett Tonya Hannah
Vera Gregg Leo Grove Helene Reed
Marybrook BrownMarty Martell Doris Bryant
Mary Belding Bill Emory Sam Brewer
Donna McAllisterDavid Arlene
Charles JohnsonKim Sherry
Marge ResslerPeachie Wachter Lisa Thomas
Melissa Maggie HaggertyRobert Stout
Cathy Miller Sonny Dorman Elaine Polino
Kenny Heite Nick Alex Sammak
Gil Faber Jo Lee CallawaySally Brown
Debbie Cheryl HodgmanSteven
Neal Richard

Letters to the
Congregation

Dearest members of Reformation,
Stella and I wish to thank everyone who
contributed to the very gracious, generous,
and special gift we received Christmas Eve.
The monetary gift went to good use in our
recent move to Pennsylvania.   The engraved
clock has found a prominent place on my
office desk and will remind me regularly
of the important and special time we
enjoyed together.

Our prayer is that God will send a called pastor to you soon
and that the new pastor will enjoy serving among you as
much as I have.  You taught me so much in our time together
and I will be forever grateful for that learning.
I trust you will welcome your new pastor with the same
gracious spirit as you offered to us.
Pastor and Stella Ludwig

Dear members of Reformation,
Thank you so very much for the beautiful reception you
prepared and served for the Memorial service for [Rev.] David
[Blackwelder].  It was such a wonderful way to celebrate and
share with each other the life of this precious man.
Thank you, also, to the members of the property committee
who saw to the numerous details needed to deal with a large
crowd; and to Mary Lu for her care in preparing the
fellowship hall.
Thank you, again and again, for the sustaining prayers, love
and care you provided throughout David’s illness.  They
strengthened us so that we could be about the end of his life
peacefully.
My love to each of you,
Theda Blackwelder

Dear Ms. Trotman & Sunday School Students,
On behalf of the entire staff & the
Board of Directors at People’s
Place, I would like to thank you
for your donation of toys,

household items, clothing, etc. for our SAFE program. Your
generous donation will certainly enhance the lives of the
clients in this program and will also go a long way in ensuring
that we are able to continue to offer our many, varied services
to the communities of southern Delaware.
Your support for People’s Place and your heartfelt dedication
to eradicate domestic violence is greatly appreciated.  We
truly value that supports as we strive to “help people find
their path to growth and independence.”  Again, thank you!
Sincerely,
Brenda Beissel, Public Relations Coordinator
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SPECIAL GUESTSPECIAL GUESTSPECIAL GUESTSPECIAL GUESTSPECIAL GUEST

ENLIGHTENS S.C.S.ENLIGHTENS S.C.S.ENLIGHTENS S.C.S.ENLIGHTENS S.C.S.ENLIGHTENS S.C.S.
ABOUT FESTIVALABOUT FESTIVALABOUT FESTIVALABOUT FESTIVALABOUT FESTIVAL

OF PURIMOF PURIMOF PURIMOF PURIMOF PURIM
Lucy Mehl, member of the Seaside Jewish Community,
teaches us how the Jewish community celebrates the
Festival of Purim, as it has been done for centuries.
Purim recounts the story of Queen Esther and how she
saved the Jewish people from the evil Haman as told in
the book of Esther in the Old Testement.  We Christians
do not hear a whole lot about Esther, but she is a very
important figure in the Jewish faith. Congregants
particpate in the re-telling of her story with costumes,
noise makers, and feasting.

Here Lucy holds stick puppets of the characters from her childhood that
were also used by her children to tell the story.


